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Get the Original FN, 
set accessories free: 

There is no substitute for the original Belgium-made FN. And now you can get a free group of 
original FN accessories when you purchase a FN/LAR or FNC (Standard or Para model). Tidie 
advantage soon because quantities are limited. * Don’t settle for less, get the original today! 




FNC 




FREE ACCESSORIES 
One free scope mount... 

(Adapts to scopes with Stanag “NATO” 
mounting system) 

One free 30 round magazine... 

One free cleaning kit... 

TOTAL VAUUE FREE 


Suggested 

Retail 

1117.81 


I 45.22 
< 17.85 
$180.88 


BONUS OFFER-AU orders received before December 31,1987 will 
receive a free FN T’Shirt. Specify size. 

* This offer is limited to current stock on hand and will be honored on a first-come, first- 
served basis until inventory is depleted. FN scopes are not included but are available with 
the bullet-drop compensator. 

Check your local dealer for availabilities. Fabrlque National firearms and 
V accessories are Imported by GSI, Tnissville, Alabama (205/ 65 5-8299) 


FN-LAR 


Su^ested 

Retail 

J351.68 


Sumested 
^tail 
$ 222.88 
$ 77.28 

tzfkfk 1 /; 


OPTION A 

One free scope mount... 

(Adapts to scopes with Stanag “NATO” 
mounting system-no mount rings required) 
One free 20 round magazine... 

One free cleaning kit... 

TOTAL VALUE FREE 


OPTIONS 

One free folding bi-pod... 

Two free 20 round magazines... 
TOTAL VALUE FREE 


$ 38.64 
f 19.04 
$409-36 
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The continued 
support of 
POW/MIAs in 
Southeast Asia. 
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of a strong U.S. 
national defense 
policy. 


The support of 
U.S. police and 
law enforcement 
agencies. 


The democratic 
process of 
government in 
support of basic 
freedoms and 
human rights for 
people worldwide. 


The support of 
U.S. military 
veterans. 


The fight against 
international 
terrorism. 


The support of the 
Constitutional 
right for 

Americans to keep 
and bear arms. 


The objective, 
in-depth reporting 
of combat 
worldwide. 


The support of 
U.S. military and 
democratic 
freedom fighter 
forces throughout 
the world. 


Mt. Morris, IL 61054-9984 
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COMMAND 

GUIDANCE 

by Robert K. Brown 



Criminal Justice 


W HAT passes for justice in New 
Jersey is criminal. During the 
past three years over 69,000 
firearms, mostly rifles and shot¬ 
guns, have been seized by police in 
New Jersey. The firearms weren't 
seized from felons who used them 
in the commission of a crime or 
from the illegal arsenals of terror¬ 
ists, but rather from law-abiding 
citizens' acting in accordance with 
their Second Amendment rights. 

Honest citizens have found 
themselves the victims of zealous 
officials bent on restricting 
citizens' rights. Interstate truck 
driver Lukey Schafer was taken 
from the hospital where he was 
being treated for injuries received 
in an accident and arrested for 
illegal possession of a firearm. 
Police had found an unloaded shot¬ 
gun in his truck, which is permitted 
by federal law. At police barracks 
he was left chained to a pole for 
nearly six hours. When he asked if 
he could phone a lawyer, he was 
told by police, **You’ve been listen¬ 
ing to too many TV programs.” 
Police have yet to decide if they will 
prosecute Schafer. 

The zealots in New Jersey, for the 
most part, aren’t the rank and file 
law enforcement officers them¬ 
selves, but the brass who direct 
their efforts. In a letter from the 
Middlesex County prosecutor’s 
office to police chiefs in that juris¬ 
diction, Prosecutor Alan Rockoff 
ordered that, if a policeman re¬ 
sponding to a domestic dispute 
sees or is told about a weapon in 
the house, “that weapon must be 
seized” and the weapon “shall not 
be returned_until the Prosecu¬ 

tor’s office is ordered to do so by a 
court of competent jurisdiction.” 
But so fervent are the authorities 


that sometimes even a court order 
is not obeyed. In April 1985, Stan 
Gurski was called home from duty 
with his Army reserve unit for an 
“emergency.” He arrived to find 
state and local police, the BATF, 
the FBI and a bomb squad, as well 
as the media, who had been sum¬ 
moned by the police. Gurski was 
arrested for violations of the state’s 
firearms laws. A jury found Gurski 
innocent of all charges but, despite 
that and a court order, several of 
Gurski’s guns have not been re¬ 
turned by authorities. 

New Jersey officials not only con¬ 
fiscate firearms but also go to ex¬ 
traordinary lengths to keep citizens 
from obtaining them. One woman 
applied for a firearms identifica¬ 
tion card, which she finally re¬ 
ceived some five years later, on the 
day she moved out of the state. The 
delay was caused by a police chief 
who didn’t think women should 
have firearms. In another case, a 
police officer applied for a permit 
to purchase a handgun. The pro¬ 
cess, which by law must be com¬ 
pleted in 30 days, took over a year. 

These cases and others like them 
are being brought to light by the New 
Jersey Coalition of Sportsmen. They 
have publicized the abuses and 
taken their case before the legisla¬ 
ture. Their efforts deserve wider 
attention, and SOF is researching an 
article for a future issue. 

Justice, as any reasonable person 
will tell you, is the finding of the 
truth. Thanks to efforts by the New 
Jersey Coalition of Sportsmen and 
the NRA, the truth about abuse of 
New Jersey citizens’ right to keep 
and bear arms is starting to come 
out. We can only hope that in the 
end, the result will be justice for the 
law-abiding people of New Jersey. ^ 
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FIREARMS FOR SURVIVAL 
DuncM Lom Duncan Long 

• Cut through the manufacturers* 

_ ^ hype and hot air of gun-shop com- 

FIR£ ARMS with the first complete book 

FOR subject since 1976. Firearms 

SURVIVAL expert Duncan Long rates the best 
guns for hunting, self-defense and 
combat, and shows how to avoid 
r I J spending too much on firearms. 

L L Firearms for Survival is a book you 

I. I may not be able to live without 8Vfex 

11. softcover, 136 pp., 115 photos. 

$16.95 


FOR 

SURVIVAL 


MAKE MY DAY! 

Hayduke’s Best Revenge Techniques 
For the Punks in Your Life 
by George Hayduke 
Hayduke is back and meaner than 
ever with this all-new bag of bully- 
busting tricks. Hundreds of ideas 
from readers who rallied to George’s 
stirring cry ("Do unto others before 
they get unto you") fill this antic 
anthology that will amazeand amuse 
you. Make My Day! is intended for 
entertainment purposes only. 5% x 
816, hardcover, 224 pp. $16.95 


WEAPONS OF OKINAWA 
A Devastating Kobudo Arsenal 

by Sid Campbell 

Tonfa. nunchaku, kama, staffs— 
simple weapons with a rich tradition, 
developed by the indomitable Oki¬ 
nawan people to hold off the harsh 
tyranny of the Japanese, enforced 
by the fearsome Samurai warriors. 
Learn their tale and the secrets of 
their kobudo art 5% x 816, softcover, 
108 photos, 168 pp. $12.00 


WEAPONS 


LONG-RANGE PATROL OPERATIONS 
Reconnaissance, Combat, and Special Operations 
by lames W. (lim) England 
Master Sergeant, U.S. Army (Ret) 

A highly versatile and deadly force, the LRP, or long-range 
reconnaissance patrol, must infiltrate deep into enemy ter¬ 
ritory, commit sabotage and throw sand into the gears of 
the enemy’s war machine. And Long-Range Patrol Opera¬ 
tions reveals how it Is done. This invaluable resource—the 
most comprehensive text on LRP available anywhere— 
also contains the more unique aspects of the deep- 
penetration nature of the LRP ops in today’s combat envi¬ 
ronment 816 X 11, softcover, illus., 336 pp. $14.95 


HOW TO GET ANYTHING 
ON ANYBODY 
by Lee Lapin 

Get the goods on others with this 
encyclopedia of advanced investi¬ 
gative and surveillance techniques. 
Here are expert ways to secretlybug 
any target! Info on lock-pick tech¬ 
nology. how polygraphs and voice 
lie detectors can be tricked and 
much more, including more than 
100 sources for equipment and 
superspy systems. 816 x 11, soft- 
cover, illus., 264 pp. $30.00 
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Please send me the following titles: 


IP Payment: □ Check or Money Order, □ VISA, □ MasterCard. 


MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE-DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 


-Please include 
$3.00 postage 
-and handling _ 


Call TOLL FREE for credit card orders: 
1-800-351-1700; 24 hours a day, 7 days 
a week. Call from anywhere in theU.S.A. 
Send $1.00 for 50 page CATALOG 
of over 300 titles. Catalog freewith order. 


DE OPPRESSO LIBER 

The Illustrated History 
of the U.S. Army Special Forces 

De Oppresso Liber. “To liberate from oppression." The Green Beret motto reflects the goal of 
this elite fighting force with a tradition of honor. De Oppresso Liber: the book about the Green 
Berets that tells the Inside story of that honorable tradition—of working behind the scenes, 
and sometimes behind the lines, with U.S. allies In the art of guerrilla warfare. Feel the 
grueling training—scaling the heights of mountaintops and soaring with the jump school. 
Share the early visions of “Wild Bill” Donovan and Aaron Bank. Fly with Colonel “Bull" 
Simons on the Son Tay Raid. Join Colonel "Charlie" Beckwith on “Eagle Claw," the Ill-fated 
attempt to rescue the American hostages in Iran. Hundreds of rare and unusual photos, 
many never seen before, illustrate the men, the camps, the missions—the heart and soul of 
the Green Berets. BVb x 11, hardcover, photos, over 150 pp. $24.95 
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1988 MILITARY HISTORY 

CALENDAR.$ 8.95 

SWAT TRAINING AND 

EMPLOYMENT.$14.00 

UP YOURS! GUIDE TO ADVANCED 

REVENGE TECHNIQUES. $16 95 

SPECIAL FORCES MEDICAL 

HANDBOOK.$16.95 

NO SECOND CHANCE! 

DISARMING THE ARMED 

ASSAILANT.$12.00 

FLIMFLAM MAN: HOW CON GAMES 

WORK.$16.95 

THE AR-15/M16: A 
PRACTICAL GUIDE.SI 6.95 


THE JOY OF COLD REVENGE 
by Kam Kavanaugh 
Been snubbed or gypped by a for¬ 
mer employer or landlord, car deal¬ 
er, the courts, police, a supermarket 
or bank? It hurts, right? Fight back 
with the tactics of cold revenge, 
using such common items as 
superglue, motor oil, and ink. With 
the subtle art of cold revenge, you 
can wreak havoc using the phone 
company, airlines, magazine sub¬ 
scriptions companies and more. 516 
X 816, softcover, 96 pp. $10.00 


GUERRILLA TACTICS IN THE 
lOB MARKET: HOW TO WIN 

THE JOB OF YOUR LIFE.$17.95 

SPECIAL FORCES OPERATIONAL 

TECHNIQUES.$16.95 

PASSPORT REPORT.$50.00 

SCREW UNTO OTHERS: REVENGE 
TACTICS FOR ALL 

OCCASIONS.$16.95 

ACTION CAREERS: EMPLOYMENT 
IN THE HIGH-RISK JOB 

MARKET.. . $17.95 

CAREERS IN SECRET 
OPERATIONS: HOWTO BE 
A FEDERAL INTELLIGENCE 
OFFICER...$ 8.95 


OTHER FASCINATING TITLES 
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STREETSWEEPERS 
The Complete Book of 
Combat Shotguns 
by Duncan Long 

Its deadly spray of massive fire¬ 
power makes the shotgun the 
choice weapon in close combat for 
the soldier and home owner alike. 
This newest, most comprehensive 
book covers every type of action, 
plus ammo, accessories and com¬ 
bat tactics. 816 X 11, softcover, 64 
photos, illus., appendices, 160 pp. 

$17.95 

GET EVEN: 

The Complete Book of Dirty Tricks 
A hilarious overview of the methods 
people use to get even with big busi¬ 
ness. government and enemies. 
More sophisticated and involved 
tricks are included, such as ones 
devised by CIA and MaFra members 
and political dirty tricksters. Over 80 
sections present dirty tricks ranging 
from the simple to the elaborate. For 
entertainment onlyl 516 x 816, hard¬ 
cover. 192pp. $16.95 


POACHING 


Kagnar Benson 


HARD-CORE POACHING 
by Ragnar Benson 
Make a catch! Bear, deer, coyote, 
^and thousands of fish await your 
appetite, your net and yourgun; only 
the law stands In your way. Now, 
Benson shows you how to get ail that 
meat with the latest in high-tech 
hunting equipment and some old- 
fashioned common sense. Get a 
catch—without getting caught! 5V6 x 
816, softcover, photos, 152 pp.$12.00 

MAKE ’EM PAY 

Ultimate Revenge Techniques from 
the Master Trickster 
Want to see your enemies grovel at 
your feet? The meanest man in the 
world and author of the infamous Get 
Even brings you more dirty tricks, 
schemes, scams and stunts. Getting 
back at a landlord, politician, sales¬ 
man, utility, restaurant or super¬ 
market is a cinch with over 130 
creatively nasty techniques. For 
entertainment purposes only! 516 x 
816, hardcover, 224 pp. $16.95 


U.S. NAVY SEAL 
COMBAT MANUAL 


U.$. NAVY SEAL 
COMBAT MANUAL 
One of the most rare FMs in the field 
of military collecting, with special 
emphasis on underwaterdemolition 
techniques and explosives. Equip¬ 
ment and tactics employed by this 
elite fighting force are covered, as 
are SEAL weapons, communica¬ 
tions, diving, infiltration and exfiitra- 
tion, survival, and more. 816 x 11, 
softcover. photos, illus., 240 pp. 

$14.95 


THE COMPLETE BUDESMITH 
Forging Your Way to Perfection 

by Jim Hrisoulas 

Ever want^ a knife you could truly 
say is yours? Make it! Written by a 
master bladesmith, this book leads 
you to your own forge and along the 
path to the perfect blade. Whether 
you want a tanto, cable dagger, 
Damascus broadsword, or a simple 
high-carbon steel utility knife, it’s ail 
here. 816 x 11, hardcover, 58 photos, 
101 illus.. 192 pp. $25.00 
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OLD SOLDIERS NEVER DIE 

THEY JUST GET SUCKED 
INTO NEW WARS. 


ON SALE 
IN JANUARY 


John Taylor has s«en 
tough times before. First as 
a Special Forces captain lii 
’Nam, then as a mercenary 
on the battlefields of the 
worid. But now he's playing 
in a whole new league— 
because international 
terrorists have got his 
daughter. 




^soijiirR 


Karl Lund had learned to 
keep one step ahead of the 
enemy in ’Nam. But it’s 
much more difficult when 
you don’t know who the 
enemy is. He’s been wrongly 
blamed for bringing a drug 
deal down, and the man 
who pointed the finger 
intends to put him out of 
commission—permanently. 


iTOlBE 


ON SALE 
IN FEBRUARY 


$3.95 wherever paperbacksrare aoM 



























TINGING 

IVAN... 


Sirs: 


“The Sting That Kills” 
(SOF, September ’87) 
about the mujahideen 
Stinger antiaircraft 
missiles was very 
informative and 
entertaining. But I have 
one question. Will the 
mujahideen receive any 
more missiles? They 
only got 150 Stingers 
and the mujahideen will 
certainly run out of 
missiles before the 
Soviets run out of 
aircraft. 

Steven Litel 

Fulton, Missouri 


To our knowledge, the 
U.S, will continue to 
supply Stingers to the 
mujahideen. 


P ILOT 

ERROR... 

Sirs: 

In reference to the 
article “Contra Air” 
beginning on page 34 of 
SOF, October ’87. On 
page 36, the 
photograph under 
Cobel and Cooper 
showing the individual 
to be the author John 
Piowaty is in error. The 
pilot is John McRainey, 
not Piowaty. 

S. Houseman 
Reno, Nevada 


Correction... 

A weapon was 
misidentified in the 
October SOF. The 
mujahid on pages ^-69 
is actually carrying a 
British caliber .577 
Model 1858 rifled 
musket This even got 
by Technical Editor 
Peter Kokalis, who 
offers the feeble excuse 
that he’s never humped 
the bush with a 
19th-century 
muzzle-loader. 



FLAK 



C orrespondence on 

CORRESPONDENTS... 

Sirs: 

The article “Bayonets at Binh Thai” (SOF, 
October ’87) by Charles Henderson was most 
enjoyable, brought back a lot of old memories and 
was for the most part accurate in depicting what 
went down. 

However, the reference to George MacArthur as 
bureau chief in Saigon is incorrect. For that matter, 
there never was a Chief of Bureau of the Associated 
Press in Saigon, let alone MacArthur. The title was 
Chief Correspondent and the man who held it at 
the time was Ed White, the best one of them all. 
MacArthur wasn’t even in-country when Binh Thai 
was fought. He didn’t arrive until about a year and 
a half later. 

Also, it’s only a technicality, but Eddie didn’t 
actually write the story. The way that went down 
was that photographers would describe an action 
and turn notes over to a correspondent who’d write 
it Correspondents who carried cameras usually, 
although not always, gave their film to 
photographers if they were working together. In any 
case, Eddie’s story was “written” either by White, 
Peter Arnett or John Wheeler. 

That is not to denigrate Adams, who was a fine, 
gutsy photographer, but rather to keep the record 
straight about the activities of newsmen, particularly 
those of the combat variety, in Vietnam. It’s a much 
misunderstood record as it is. 

Bob Poos 
Arlington, Virginia 

Bob Poos is a former SOF managing editor and 
was a correspondent for the Associated Press in 
Vietnam. 


M ercs or 

MURDERERS IN 
SURINAME?... 

Sirs: 

The article by Patrick Chauvel, 
“Mercs in Suriname” (SOF, June 
’87), is dangerously misleading. To 
depict a band of terrorists led by 
mercenaries as “heroes” when they 
are responsible for the deaths and 
kidnappings of dozens of innocent 
civilians and have caused thousands 
more to flee their homes in fear, is 
not only irresponsible journalism but 
borders on aiding and abetting these 
criminals. 

These “heroes” receive their 
financial support from foreign private 
interests abroad who desire to 
overthrow the current government 
and install a puppet government of 
their own choosing. They seek to 
disrupt the political process that has 
been set in motion to ratify a new 
Constitution and to give the 
Surinamese people an opportunity 
to elect their own democratic 
government. The election is 
scheduled for 25 November 1987. 

This article is in serious error on 
two important points. There have 
been no “executions” by 
Surinamese government forces of 
innocent civilians and no 
confirmation of such actions by 
Amnesty International. There are no 
Libyan advisers, military or 
otherwise, in Suriname. 

While I understand that articles 
about the adventures of mercenaries 
make more interesting reading than 
articles about free elections, I would 
hope that your readers would agree 
with me that a political solution is 
better than a military one. I 
encourage these mercenaries to go 
home and find a better way of 
earning a living. 

Arnold Th. Halfhide 

The Ambassador of Suriname 

Washington, DC 

We contacted Patrick Chauvel 
concerning Ambassador Halfhide^s 
letter. He reiterated the point that, to 
his knowledge, executions of 
Surinamese civilians had taken 
place. His source was a French 
doctor, Michel Bonnot, who was 
working inside Sunname treating 
civilian villagers and refugees. In one 
instance, Bonnot heard shots from a 
neighboring village. When he 
arrived, he found 14 bodies. One 
survivor, a nine- or 10-year-old 
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child, said that an hour before the 
shootings, they had heard the noise 
of a helicopter. Thereafter, a number 
of Surinamese and white soldiers (as 
Chauvel explained, to a bush negro 
child, ‘"white” could be anyone from 
a Vietnamese to a Libyan) entered 
the village and started shooting. 

They later headed toward the 
Surinamese government-held town 
of Albina. 

According to Chauvel, 
photographs and a video of the 
massacre were made; Dr Bonnot 
later held press conferences in 
Holland where he displayed his 
evidence. 

Could the rebels led by Ronny 
Brunswijk and their British 
mercenary advisers have committed 
the crime? Chauvel says absolutely 
not During his trips into Suriname, 
he found the relationship between 
the rebels and the local civilians to 
be good, with no advantage to be 
gained by such an act Chauvel also 
said that Bouterse had broadcast an 
earlier message warning the locals to 
move out of that area. 

Ambassador Halfhide's statement 
that there are no con^rmations of 
human rights violations by Amnesty 
International is blatantly false. 
According to Rona Weitz with A! in 
Washington, DC, their office has 
recorded numerous human rights 
violations — including executions of 
civilians by government forces — in 
Suriname. 

We fully agree with Ambassador 
Halfhide's sentiment that political 
solutions are better than military 
solutions. Thafs if there's a tue 


representative vote from the 
electorate, rather than a 
stage-managed, rubber-stamp 
facsimile of an election. We await 
the results of 25 November; watch 
for a Suriname update in an 
upcoming issue. 


S ETTING THE 

RECORD STRAIGHT... 

Sirs: 

In response to certain allegations 
made in your articles, “Soldiers of 
Misfortune,’' I’d like to set the record 
straight on points where my name 
has been mentioned or my 
reputation questioned. 

In part one, author Pierre Duvall 
alleges that: 

1. 1 received $25,000 for a similar 
contract. 

2. 1 did not return unused 
expense money. 

3. That I would be party to 
“milking a client.” 

I will state that 1 have never 
received $25,000 for a similar 
contract and would not have 
informed Mr. Duvall if I did so. I 
have always strictly accounted for 
salaries or expenses with either 
receipts or the release of funds on 
dual signatures with the client or his 
representative. I have never “milked 
a client” or would 1 condone those 
or associate with personnel who 
would. It was also stated that I 
recommended an employee who 
was a user of drugs and alcohol. As 
I consider such personnel in the 


business with those problems 
nothing more than garbage, I would 
never recommend anyone for 
employment if I had previous 
knowledge of such use. 

Some other notable quotes are: 
“Foti wanted too many guarantees 
(backups)” and “he wanted too 
much money.” There would be no 
such thing as too many guarantees 
in a contract such as this. I believe 
it’s called planning for contingencies. 
I like to live to spend my money. 
There’s no such thing as too much 
money in any contract. Perhaps 
there are people, due to their 
backgrounds and inability to adapt 
to a civilian environment, who will 
work for next to nothing. 1 am not 
and neither will most professionals in 
the business. 1 am able to supply 
prospective employers extensive 
professional and personal references 
from previous clients and working 
associates which verify my expertise, 
experience and my reputation for 
total honesty, accountability and 
integrity with employer funds. As Mr. 
Duvall says, “Double cross too 
many people in the business and 
pretty soon you’re out of it, or 
dead.” 1 have been a regular and 
freelance soldier, instructor, 
bodyguard and security consultant 
since 1967. After extensive combat 
experience in three major wars, 
minor wars, and high-threat level 
tasks or personal security positions in 
many locations, 1 am still in the 
business and alive. 

SOF Magazine usually has a good 
standard of journalism and 
professional competence but rarely 
gets its stories from actual mere 
operations. Due to the fact that SOF 
scooped the competition I am 
surprised that the magazine did not 
attempt to verify the information 
from other personnel. I would hope 
that this would be the case in the 
future. 

Robert Foti 

New York, New York 


O NE UP ON 
CALIFORNIA 
COMMIES... 

Sirs; 

1 had the most exhilarating 
experience of my life the other day. 
The local communist sympathy 
group, “Monterey Pledge of 
Resistance,” held a “peace march” 
from Santa Cruz to Monterey 
followed by a large rally, which 

Continued on page 102 
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AFRICAN MERC COMBAT MANUAL 

Written by a soldier of fortune. Covers operations of commando units, pseudo¬ 
terrorism gangs, tracking, boobytraps, ambushes, COIN warfare, intelligence, 
emergency signals, interrogation, bush movement, how the law regards 
mercenaries, and much more. SV^jXll", soft cover, illustrations. 208 pages, j 
SF07-2375.$15.95 L 


U.S. CAVALRY FOR 


Ymm 


A-2ARMY 
AIR CORPS JA CKET 

Worn by the Flying Tigers in China and 
the P-51 Mustang and P-47 Thunderbolt 
pilots in Europe. Handcrafted from 
imported goatskin hides to actual Air 
Corps drawings and specs. 1943 dark 
brown style. Original dark brown lining 
is 100% nylon. Knit at cuffs and waist¬ 
band. Made in the U.S.A. Even sizes: 
Regulars 38-46" and Longs 40-46". 
SF04-0987 Regular 

Length.$199.95 

SF04-0987 Long Length ... $219.95 
SF04-0987 Big Man's 

(48-50").$224.95 


GERMAN ARMY SLEEPING BAG 

CONVERTS TO OVERCOAT 
Made to German Army specifications with 
rubberized waterproof cover. Arms extend 
from both sides, which along with a zipper 
just below the knee, enables wearer to walk 
about with sleeping bag converted to an 
overcoat. Hood doubles as a carrying case. 
Very good, used condition. Made in 
Germany. Fits sleeper up to 6^ tall. 
SF05-0797 .$39.95 


POP STRING ALERTS 

Pull or rig strings in opposite directions. Separ¬ 
ating friction ignites for loud bang. Great for 
perimeter warnings, signals. 5 boxes of 30 each 
for a total of 150 bangs. 

SF13-1427 


$7.95 

SATISFACTION GIJARANTBEI)! 


Scout Sniper Badge. 

Official badge awarded B 

South African snipers 

and infiltrators from 
Communist Angola. 

Crossed sniper rifles 

behind skull and bullet hole between the eyes. Black silver-plated. 

SF05-0770.$9.95 

Rhodesian Army Beret Badge. Familiar rocking lion. Gold-plated. 

Authentic in styling. Represents fierce and dedicated soldiers. 

SF02-1564.$9.95 

Rhodesian Wings. Worn by Rhodesian paratroopers on their timic above 

the chest pocket. Rare! SF02-1334. ...$6.95 

Selous Scout Badge. Elite group of Rhodesian forces that would 

infiltrate the enemy and eliminate them. Worn on the beret. Gold-plated. 
SF02-1337.$6.95 


umuir-^ 


WORLD'S FINEST MiLITARY AND ADVENTURE EQUIPMENT 


DEPT. SOF. 1375 NORTH WILSON ROAD. RADCLIFF. KY40160 
ORDER TOLL FREE 1-800-626 6171 In Kentucky Call (502) 351-1164 


□ \'H AWtNQ S>JW FOg A CUgggA/T CAJAiOC; ► 


Pay By: Check. Money Order or: 


SUBTOTAL ► 

Shipping & Handling ^ 
KY Residents Add 5% Sales Tax ^ 

TOTAL ► 


RHODESIAN MAP 
BADGE BOARD 

Rare and collectable! Limited 
edition. 32 recast Rhodesian ^ 
fighting group insignia mounted ^ 
on a Kiaat wood plaque in the \ 
shape of Rhodesia. Has a tribute 
medallion, edition number, and an 
explanation of each emblem and its 
Rhodesian conflict story. 

SF07-1797 .$299.f 


Name: 


Address: 


Phone: ( 


Charge Card No. 
Issuing Bank; _ 
Expir. Date:_ 


Signature: 


PRICES GOOD THROUGH AUGUST 3l8t, 1988 
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Trail Mates- omn t'TO# 


Designed By Lynn C: Thompson 


riM 



Small 

1 5/8“ Blade 


4“ Overall 
.7 Ounces 

Key Ring Attachment 

#CSTMS 


Retail $19.95 
Our Price 


$14.95 



Medium 

2 5/8" Blade 
6 1/4" Overall 
San Mai lll« Steel 
Black nylon Sheath 

#CSTMM 

Retail $59,95 ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

Our Price $44.35 


Large 

3 1/2" Blade 
8 1/4" Overall 
San Mai IlhSteel 
Black nylon Sheath 

#CSTML 

Retail $79.95 ^ ^ ^ 

Our Price $59.95 


Trail Master- Bowie 


Designed by Lynn C. Thompson 



Ttie massive 91/2" clip point blade is flat ground out 
of 5/16” stock and sports a beautiful stain finish. The 
steel used in the construction is an exclusive high 
carbon steel rolled to Cold Steel's exact specifica¬ 
tions. Great care has been taken in heat treating 
and tempering to assure the utmost in strength, 
sharpness and edge retention. Every knife features 
a fully sharpened false edge (unsharpened at 
extra cost) and Cold Steel's famous Pachmayr®- 
type handle (stag handle also available). Each 
knife comes with a rugged leather belt sheath. 

#CSBOW 



Our price too low to advertise 


Call today for our 
low price I! 



FOR ORDERS ONLY: VISA, MASTERCARD & C.O.D. - FOR INFORMATION PHONE (208) 376-0430 


Dept SF, 7512 LEMHI, #3, BOISE, ID 83709 ADD SHIPPING: $3 to 48 states; $6 C.O.D. charge; $7 to APO's, FPO's, Alaska, Hawaii & Canada; 
checks allow 21 days to clear. Foreign customers please Inquire for shipping cost. Sorry no Post Office or foreign C.O.D.'s. 

Send $1 (or make purchase) to receive our LATEST KNIFE CATALOG and get our SPECIAL SALE FLYERS. 








M ^ The 

JW M Special 

Forces 

B \^etnam 

W Commemorative 

( MACV/ 

k SOG FIGHTER 

Modernized version of the SOG Knife carried 
by the 5th Special Forces and other elite 
soldiers throughout Southeast Asia. Each 
blade is cut from extremely thick stock 
(.2800. completeiy ground by hand, and 
hardened to a Rockwell 57-58. The 6 1/4“ 
high-carbon steel blade Is then blued for rust 
Inhibition and stealth. Hollow-ground blade 
with false back edge. Resin-impregnated 
brown sole-leather handle with biued steel 
crossguard. Leather wrist strap, black 
leather scabbard and sharpening stone are 
included. Built by the manufacturers of the 
original knives! 

Retail $199.00 ^ 

$169.00 


SOC SnOALTIES 

PRODUCERS OF WORLD CLASS BLADES 


Investment Quality! 
Engraved with Special 
Forces Crest, 

5th Special Forces 
Group (ABN) 

Vietnam 


#DART 

High-tech Nylon 77 
construction 

Virtually 

unbreakable 


"Sure sticking' 
triangular 
shaped blade 


Knurled handle 
for a sure grip 


1/2“ diameter 
for easy 
concealment 


Shown 

Actual 

Size 


LEGENDARY^^ BLADES 

Parabellum™ 

4 1/4" drop-point blade. Rockwell bad¬ 
ness 57-59. Length open 9 1/2", closed 

5 1/4". Blade thickness .175". Biackie 
Collins design Cordura swivel sheath In¬ 
cluded. 


Designed by Phrobis III and manufactured by 
Buck Knives, this is the new Official U. S. Army 
Bayonet. The Army made a good choice In the 
M 9 - it's a sturdy bayonet and also a great field 
knife. 7 1/8" forged steel blade, 12 1/4' overall, 
with a sawtooth back edge, on-sheath wire 
cutter and a built in bottle opener. Includes a 
high quality DuPont plastic sheath and new Bl¬ 
anch! belt fastener and sharpening stone. 


Retail $70.00 
#GB7028 
Our Price 


nAKAi-iEILUM 


Retail $159.95 
#BKld8CB 

Our Price 


Swivel sheath to 
carry knife in 
open position. 


For The Best Buys 








J^EUNIONS 

Dustoff Association 

Dustoff Association’s 
1988 Annual 
Meeting/Reunion will be 
held 19-21 February in 
San Antonio, Texas. 
Membership is open to 
all officers, WOs and 
EM Army Medical 
Department personnel, 
aviation crew members 
and others who are or 
have been engaged in 
or actively supported in 
any capacity Army 
aeromedical evacuation 
programs in war or 
peace. Contact Dustoff 
Association, PO Box 
8091, Wainwright 
Station, San Antonio, 
TX 78208; or call Joe 
Madrano at (512) 
659-4237. 

281st AHC 

Former members of 
the 281st Assault 
Helicopter Company, 
stationed at Nha Trang, 
are planning a 1988 
reunion. Unit members, 
SF personnel or other 
interested parties should 
contact Duane Brudvig, 
8208 Sumter Avenue 
North, Brooklyn Park, 
MN 55445; or call (612) 
425-0759 for more 
information. 


N inth annual 
SOF 

CONVENTION... 

It’s not too early to 
make your plans for 
attending the 1988 
Soldier of Fortune 
Convention, coming 
14-18 September at Las 
Vegas, Nevada. We 
were SRO at last year’s 
gathering, so make your 
bookings early. Watch 
for our full-page 
convention ad next 
month for all the details 
and pre-registration 
information. 


BULLETIN 
BOARD 



S OF AND 
YOU... 

1988 marks the 13th year of Soldier of Fortune 
Magazine. Editor/Publisher Robert K. Brown and 
the SOF staff extend to you, our half-million readers 
around the globe, our deepest appreciation for your 
support not only of SOF, but also of the thousands 
of men and women around the world who carry on 
the battle for freedom — often in the face of nearly 
insurmountable odds. 

This new year, take a moment to think about the 
troops in the trenches — from the contras down 
south to the mujahideen in Afghanistan to UNITA in 
Angola — whose only present may come in the 
shape of a Soviet-supplied AK round or Hind attack 
helicopter. If you’re thinking about New Year’s 
resolutions, resolve to write your political reps in 
Washington and express your firm support for 
freedom fighters around the globe. Make 1988 your 
year to get involved — or by 1998 you may be 
counting your money in Russian roubles. 



Oops! This PLF doesn’t even qualify for a 
three-point, feet-butt-head arrival. At least the 
Screaming Eagle in the background may have it 
easier — if he ever gets down. Photo was taken by 
PFC Gerald Smith at Ft. Campbell during a 
brigade-sized training jump prior to the lOlst’s 
deployment to Vietnam in 1966-67. Thanks to 
Daniel D. Kelsch for sending it in. 


F RANCE: 1 
LIBYA: 0... 

The 14-year-old war between 
Chad and Libya is heating up, as we 
reported in our November 1987 
Bulletin Board. Now it seems 
France, which once administered 
Chad as a colony, is stepping more 
visibly into the act. 

French military forces have long 
assisted Chadian troops in terms of 
training and supplies (and, we 
suspect, in providing a bit of 
in-the-field advice) and by asserting 
that France would come to Chad’s 
aid if Libyan forces invaded that 
country. Otherwise, France has 
maintained a low public profile in 
Chad when it comes to military 
matters. 

In early September 1987, 
however, French forces reportedly 
shot down a Soviet-made Libyan 
TU-22 bomber flying near the 
Chadian capital of Ndjamena — and 
did it with a U.S.-supplied Hawk 
surface-to-air missile. And if that 
weren’t enough to unravel Khadaffi’s 
turban, some 2,000 Chadian troops 
invaded Libyan soil for the first time 
when they attacked and destroyed 
the Libyan Matan as Sarra air force 
base; this coming after Chad had 
pushed most of the Libyan forces 
out of their country in August, 

Don’t be surprised if you start 
reading about terrorist attacks on 
soft French targets around the world. 
It’s the only way Khadaffi knows 
how to strike back. 


H onor 

ROLL... 

El Salvador/Nicaragua Defense Fund 
contributors: 

C.W. DeSpain & Associates, Mark 
Kmetz, Customers of G.I. Supply #2, 
Michael Bilson, Terry Adams — 
dedicated to S. Brian “Shorty” Wilson, 
Mike McPike, Dean Lockwood, 
Operation Feeney Slack, Ron E. 
Dennison, Kevin Joyce, Tim Snorek, 
Edward B. McAlpine II, Steve Layman, 
Rusty Le Donne. 

Afghan Freedom Fighters Fund 
contributors: 

R. Ken Poole; Rusty Le Donne. 
Refugee Relief International, Inc. 
contributors: 

John D. King, C.W. DeSpain, Lee 
Koslowski, Antonio de la Cruz — in 
memory of Major Fernando Rivas 
Dominici USAF — killed in action over 
Libya. 

Our heartfelt thanks go out to these 
people and the numerous other donors 
who requested their names not be 
printed. 
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RED ^ 
OCTOBER 


bBuyis# IKi BooU 

TOM FUXGl’K.W.O 


4036 $18.95 1644 $18.95 2824 $18.95 0992 $14.95 2832 Spec. ed. 1958 Spec, ed t3988 $10.95 4606 $17.95 


Her^s how the Club Plan works: You’ll get 3 books for only 98<P plus shipping and handling and your 
FREE BOOK and FREE WWII MAPS—when accepted as a member. We reserve the right to reject any 
application. However, once accepted, if you are not completely satisfied with your introductory books, 
return them within 10 days at our expense. Your membership will be cancelled and you will owe 
nothing. The FREE BOOK and FREE MAPS are yours to keep In any case. 

Huge selection: As a Club member, you’ll have over 350 titles to choose from—a tremendous variety 
of the very best military books in print. Many feature rarely seen photos, illustrations and maps. Many 
books are difficult to find anywhere else. 

How you save money: The Club offers its own complete hardbound editions (sometimes altered in size to 
fit special presses). Club editions save you up to 30% off publishers’ hardcover 
edition prices. A shipping and handling charge is added to each shipment. 

Club magazine: About every 4 weeks (14 times a year) you’ll receive the 
free Club magazine describing coming Selection(s) and Alternates. In 
addition, up to 4 times a year, you may receive offers of special 
Selections, always at discounts off publishers’ prices. If you want the 
featured Selection(s), do nothing—shipment will be made automatically. 

If you prefer an Alternate—or no book at all—Indicate this on the order 
form and return It by the date specified. You’ll have at least 10 days to 
decide. If you have less than 10 days, and you receive an unwanted 
Selection, you may return it at our expense and owe nothing. 

The choice Is always yours: Your only obligation is to take just 4 books 
at regular low Club prices during the next 2 years. You may resign any 
time after purchasing your 4 books, or continue to enjoy Club 

membership for as long as you (ike. _ 

I Club editions save you up to 30% off publishers’ edition prices quoted above. | 





TWO FULL COLOR 
24V4"x19" 

WW II MAPS 


tSoft cover 


FREE 

with membership 


[Military Book Club® 

' Garden City, NY 11535 


Yes, please accept my membership application and send me the 3 books 
marked in the boxes below, plus my FREE BOOK and FREE WW II MAPS. Bill 
me only 98<t plus shipping and handling for the 3 books. I agree to the Club 
plan presented in this ad, and understand that I need buy just 4 more books 
at regular low Club prices any time I want during the next 2 years. 

No-risk guarantee: If not delighted after examining my 3 selections. I may 
return the books within 10 days at Club expense. My membership wilt be 
cancelled and I will owe nothing. No matter what I decide, I may keep my 
FREE BOOK and FREE MAPS. 


FREE BOOK 
#1925 




Note: If you already own Last Days of the Third Reich, 
please choose another title for your FREE BOOK. 

tJL 

CT-631 


Ortease print) 


Addiess 


AdL No. 

City 


State 

ZlD 

If under 18. parent must sign. 

Members accepted in U.S.A. and Canada only. Canadian members serviced from 

Canada where offer is slightly different. 06-M099 
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APERSIAN 

GULF 


PRIMER: 


A GUIDE TO BETTER 
UNDERSttNDlNQ ___ 
A OF-miSMlDEABT"^^ 
“VFLASHPOlNr 
M u .. A-7 





OUR FlEftCESr ENEW IN THE 
REGION, \Wi SS5 THE US, AS 
THE WE/Cr SffTANi' THIS IS 
THE OOUMTW TO WHICH WE SOID 
lark SHlfWEMTS OF arms. 


RAFSANJANI 



THEGUN-WELaNG SPBII® OF 
IRANS RMiHAMENT, HE 15 BETTER 
KNWN /SOUR ‘'MODERKTEr 
QDNTACr IN THE IRAN ARMS DBIL. 


IRAA 

C=> 



BABROllED IN A SEVBt-'iEAP 
VURVJTm\RAN,1RfiQ IS OUR 
'■FRIEND',’ VOU REMEMBERTME 
IRAQIS.. TWEeUYS WHO 
AUCST SWK THE STARK.. 



THE COUMTW WHOSE 
TANKERS WERE ESCORTING 
through PBM10US6ULF 
VOTERS VES, IT'S 
SAME KUWAIT THAT RffUSES 
LANDING RIGHTS TO OUB 
AIRCRAR. 


THERE NOW, 
UNDERSTAND? 


C ONTRAS STILL 
KICKING... 

In light of the so-called Central 
America peace initiative, we don’t 
know what the future will hold for 
the Nicaraguan Resistance fighting to 
free its country from the tyrannical 
grip of the Soviet-supported 
Sandinista government. While there 
are still supplies in the pipeline, 
however, the freedom fighters 
continue to successfully strike telling 
blows against Sandinista military 
forces. 

Rebel units belonging to the 15th 
of September Regional Command 
and led by commanders Canario, 
Comelio and Palestino of the 
Nicaraguan Resistance’s Army 
Northern Front attacked the 
Sandinista military garrison at La 
Patriota in Matagalpa Province at 
0400, 8 September 1987. This 
attack, which lasted two hours, took 
place within the Sixth Military 
Region of the Sandinista army. 
Sandinista casualties were estimated 
at 13 dead and 10 wounded; 
captured supplies and equipment 
included three RPK light machine 
guns and eight AK-47s with a total 
of 20,000 rounds, one RPG-7 and 
27 rounds, two Makarov pistols, a 
set of military maps and 66 pairs of 
military boots. 

It may not be the Normandy 
invasion, but it’ll do. 


F iber and 

HANOI JANE... 

This may be old news by now, 
but it’s good news nonetheless. 
Nabisco, whose cereal products have 
graced breakfast tables for eons, 
decided that Hanoi Jane Fonda and 
her exercise video should also grace 
the back of their shredded wheat 
cereal box. Imagine a former POW 
having to stare at that in the 
morning! Well, the hue and cry went 
out in October of last year, led by 
ABC radio’s Bob Grant in New 
York. We followed up on it, and the 
very next day Nabisco announced: 
“The Nabisco Shredded Wheat sales 
promotion involving the offer of an 
exercise video cassette featuring the 
actress Jane Fonda has been 
cancelled and will not be renewed. 
There will be no additional 
production of packages mentioning 
the promotion or any advertising of 
the promotion.” 

We’ll give Nabisco a few points 
for pulling Jane off the shelves; but 
of course they only did it because of 
public outcry and the promise of 
negative publicity. Too bad they 
didn’t stop to think about that in the 
first place. 


N avy 

“TERRORISTS”... 

If a Soviet Spetsnaz or Third 
World terrorist team tried hard 
enough, there’s little doubt they 
could enter just about any restricted 
U.S. military or civilian facility here 


or overseas, blow it up and vanish. 
We know that and, more 
importantly, so do the bad guys. 
Enter the Naval Security 
Coordination, or “Red Cell,” Team. 

The mission of this secret Naval 
force is to test the security of 
restricted areas, conduct mock 
terrorist attacks and occasionally 
snatch a hostage or two. Based 
upon their after-action reports, 
security will supposedly be 
beefed up. 

Although their work is no longer 
classified, few details have been 
made public. In 1985, for example. 
Red Cell commandos infiltrated the 
Naval base at Norfolk, Virginia, and 
planted simulated explosives on the 
roof of the command center. Later 
the team returned, conducted 
“raids” against aircraft and ships in 
dock, captured the base CO’s home 
and took hostages. In another 
incident, Red Cell members walked, 
unchallenged and in broad daylight, 
aboard a nuclear attack sub berthed 
at New London, Connecticut. In 
California, Red Cell managed to 
park a truckload of mock 500-pound 
bombs in a hangar housing 
experimental aircraft at Point Magu. 

The story’s the same overseas: an 
admiral taken “hostage” in Naples, 
Italy; a “suicide”-team ramming of 
the U.S.S. Kitty Hawk as it steamed 
into Subic Bay, Philippines; and a 
major exercise in Japan. 

Films are made of Red Cell 
attacks and used in briefing involved 
parties afterward. Hopefully, the 
program will lead to a strengthening 
of base security. Next time around, it 
could be Colonel Khadaffi’s boys 
come a callin’. 


C OMMANDO 
RELEASED... 

For two years, South African 
Defence Force Major (then captain) 
Wynand du Toit languished under 
the not-so-tender mercies of the 
communist Angolan government. 

Du Toit was captured during a 
reconnaissance mission inside 
Angola (see “Recce Commando,” 
SOF, January ’86), and subjected to 
brutal torture. Word comes that 
du Toit was exchanged in early 
September 1987 for 106 Angolan 
prisoners of war; a Frenchman, 
Pierre Andre Albertini, who had 
refused to testify at a terrorism trial; 
and suspected Dutch gunrunner 
Klaas de Jonge. Some countries, at 
least, don’t forget their POWs. 
Welcome back, major. ^ 
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Honoring the 



and well known for supplying knives to American military 
men. Murphy was the first to make this knife since the 
Vietnam vfer, and this scries marks the first commemora- 
five versions ever made. And this is the only SOG Bowie 
ever made in the U.S.A. — important to American veterans 
and collectors. 

The butt and crossguaid are precision cast from a 
hand-engraved master^ mirror polished^ plated in pure 24- 
karat gold and antiqued to hi^light the detailed English 
scroll pattern. 

The gold-plated^ cloisonne enamel symbol of the U.S. 
Marine Corps proudly forms the focal point of the pol¬ 
ished, deluxe leather grip. 

24-Karat Gold—'llfet Battleworthy 

But the beauty isn't just skin deep. This is a real, 
battleworthy, military knife — strong enough to pierce a 
car door. A full quarter-inch thick, the distinctive, BVi" 
blade is hardened and tempered of the finest high-carbon 
stainless steel to RC57-59. i4>t extra strength, the thick tang 
runs the full length of the grip, contoured with finger 
grooves to prevent slipping in combat. It is even fitted with 
a Marine Corps scarlet parachute cord wrist thong. 

To display and protect the investment value of your 
knife, a furniture-finished solid mahogany display case is 
available. Lined with Vietnam-era woodland leaf-pattern 
camouflage, it measures 14" X 3" x 6". 

Limited Edition of 2500 

Only 2500 of this knife are being made — only one for 
every one thousand Americans who served — to assure 


importance and value as a collectible. The limited edition 
serial number is engraved on the reverse of each blade and 
inscribed on the Certificate of Authenticity. For an addi¬ 
tional $19, the knife can be personalized with your name, 
service serial number, dates, etc. engraved on the blade 
reverse. 

You may also, without obligation, reserve subsequent 
knives in this series with the same serial number—so you 
can own a complete, matched set. These knives—one to 
honor the Army, the Air Force and the Navy in the Vietnam 
War—immortalize a different combat scene, gold etched 
on the blade. And the medallion, wrist thong and grip- 
end spacer colors are appropriate to the service branch 
honored. 

Serial No. 1 of each knife is on permanent display in 
The Military Knife & Bayonet Museum, located at the 170- 
year old Headquarters of The American Historical Foun¬ 
dation. When you place your reservation, you will be 
made a Member of the Foundation and receive information 
concerning military history and the history, care, display 
and collecting of military small arms. 

How to Reserve; 
Satisfaction Guaranteed 

This is available only through the Foundation. You 
may write, call, personally visit our historic Headquarters 
and Museum home of the U.S. Marine Raider Museum) or 
use the reservation form shown here. Satisfaction is guar¬ 
anteed or return within a month for a full refund. 

Whether or not you or a member of your family served 
in Vietnam, your ownership and display of this Vietnam 

© AHF1987 


War Fighting Knife will show that you are proud of the 
Americans Who answered the call to duty in the defense of 
freedom. 

^ --— ----— , — 

j RESERVATION 

I Satisfaction Guaranteed or Rehun in 30 Days for Full Refund 
j To: The American Historical Foundation 

I 1142 West Grace Street, Dept. C179 

I Richmond, Virginia 23220 

j Telephone: (804) 353-1812 

I 24-hour, 7-day toll free: (800) 368-8080 

I Yes, I wish to reserve each of the following numbered, limited 
I edition Vietnam War Fighting Knives with 2^karat gold plating. 
I No shipping charges. Satisfaction guaranteed. 

j _Entire Series _Marine Corps _Navy 

j _Army _Air Force 

I □ My deposit (or credit card authorization) of $45 is enclosed. 

1 Please □ charge or □ invoice the balance due per Knife... 

I □ in two equal payments of $75. □ in full. 

I Q Please also send the solid mahogany display case, at $29 each, 
i □ My payment in full is enclosed ($195 per knife; display 
1 case, add $29). 

I Q Please personalize my knife, at$19. Send the Engraving Form. 

J Name ....... 

j Address ....... ^. 


Daytime Telephone (.). 

For Visa, MasterCard or American Express, please send account 
number, expiration date and sigrtature. Virginia residents add tax. 


I n this, the 20th Anniversary of the main buildup of 
American forces in Vietnam, The American Historical 
Foundation is proud to pay tribute to the Americans of 
all branches of the military who served our country in the 
Vietnam Yiu. 

Each service branch is being honored through the 
special issuance of a museum-quality military fighting 
Imife authentic to the Vietnam War. The tribute announced 
here honors the United States Marine Corps. 

The combat scene, etched and plated with genuine 24- 
karat gold, permanently records a vertical envelopment, 
supported by Marine Air. The Leathernecks in the assault, 
the ultimate weapon of the Corps since 1775, are accurately 
detailed down to the flack jackets and green-side-out hel¬ 
met covers. 

Rarest and Most Valuable 

This 11" fighting knife was originally created for the 
"Special Operations" missions of MACV-SOG. Called the 
"SOG Bowie," it was the only fighting knife issued to 
troops in all four military service branches in Vietnam 
(SOG was a joint service operation). It is known as "the 
rarest and most valuable knife of the Vietnam V\fer." 

First Time Since 'Nam 

What also makes this special is that it is benchmade by 
the Murphy Combat Knife Company, established in 1938 


"The rarest and most 
valuable knife of the 
Vietnam War." 


Marines Of The 


Oum A Real Fighting Knife From the Vietnam War- 
^ecially. Issued In A Museum-Quality 
Limited Edition ... 


Shown slightly smaller than actual size of 11". 
Blade: Vi" thick, Rockwell C57-59. Made in U.S.A. 


Optional 14" x 3^ X 6" mahogany display case. 













FULL AUTO 

by Peter G. Kokalis 

Hitler’s Zipper 






* ^ 




PEWING bullets at the then amaz¬ 
ing rate of up to 1,300 rpm, the terrify¬ 
ing sound of its fire ripped through the 
hearts of every Tommy on line with the 
British 8th Army. Introduced on the 
field of battle by Rommel’s Panzer 
Grenadiers at Gazala in the African 
desert during May of 1942, the MG 42 
soon earned a sobriquet as “Hitler’s 
Zipper.” Although far from perfect, it is 
generally conceded to be one of the 
finest weapons to emerge from World 
War 11. 

In tactical concept it was to be iden¬ 
tical to its predecessor, the MG 34 — 
the world’s first General Purpose 
Machine Gun. Less than ideal, the MG 
34 had demonstrated itself to be overly 
dust sensitive and a complex machin¬ 
ist’s nightmare whose production nev¬ 
er fulfilled the ever-increasing de¬ 
mand. 

Development on what was to be¬ 
come the MG 42 commenced in 1937 
by the Johannes Grossfuss firm in 
Dobeln, Saxony. A designer at Gross- 
fuss, Dr. Gruner, proposed a unique 
method of operation that was accepted 
although the company had no pre¬ 
vious experience in the design or 
manufacture of small arms. Production 
commenced in 1942 and by the end of 
the war approximately 400,000 had 
been assembled. While the overall 
length remained identical to the MG 34 
(48 inches), the MG 42’s weight was 
reduced to 25.5 pounds, more than a 
pound lighter. 

In contrast to the handsomely 
finished milled forgings of the MG 34, 
the MG 42 is conspicuous for its exten¬ 
sive use of stamped sheet-metal and 
assembly by riveting, spot and fusion 
welding, brazing and other methods 
not requiring specialized skills. Com¬ 
ponents and accessories were fabri¬ 
cated by many subcontractors, but 
assembled by five manufacturers: 
Grossfuss (factory code: “bpr”); Gust- 
loff-Werke, Suhl (“dfb”); Maget, Ber¬ 
lin (“era”); Mauser-Werke A.G., Berlin 
(“ar”) and Steyr-Daimler-Puch A.G., 
Steyr, Austria (“bnz”). 

The method of operation is best de¬ 
scribed as short recoil, gas assisted and 
roller locked. The bolt group consists 
of two subassemblies. The bolt body 
contains the actuator stud which oper¬ 
ates the feed mechanism, bents for en¬ 
gaging the sear and a spoon-shaped 
piece of sheet-metal that drives the 
“bump”-type ejector forward. The 
bolt head holds the firing pin, ejector, 
spring-loaded extractor and the two 
locking rollers. 

When the bolt group travels for¬ 
ward, propelled by the multiple-strand 
recoil spring, as the bolt head moves 
into the barrel extension, the rollers 
enter cammed slots which force the 
rollers outward into their locked posi¬ 


Soldiers of the German Wehrmacht 
drag their tripod-mounted MG 42 
under a fence in the Soviet Union 
during World War II. Photo 
courtesy Peter G. Kokalis 

tion. The rollers’ outward motion is 
accelerated by wing-shaped exten¬ 
sions on either side of the firing pin 
housing. After the rollers have shifted 
aside into the locked position, the firing 
pin and its housing are free to move 
forward and strike the primer. 

Gas pressure developed in the 
chamber forces the bolt head, and the 
barrel to which it is locked, rearward. 
Gas traveling forward strikes the muz¬ 
zle booster, called a diise, and is re¬ 
flected rearward to impinge against the 
barrel face and give ^rther energy to 
the barrel’s rearward momentum, and 
thus the bolt group as well. After 8mm 
of free travel, the rollers hit cam paths 
in the receiver which force them in¬ 
ward and the bolt is accelerated away 
from the barrel. Complete unlocking 
takes place after 21mm of travel, at 
which time a spring-loaded plunger on 
the left side of the receiver returns the 
barrel to its forward position and the 
empty case is extracted. When the bolt 
body strikes the buffer in the buttstock, 
a sliding protrusion at the end of the 
body is pushed forward to drive the 
spoon-like portion of the ejector into 
the front ejector rod, pivoting the emp¬ 
ty case around the extractor and out 


the ejection port in the bottom of the 
receiver. 

The actuator stud on top of the bolt 
body is not spring-loaded, and before 
you lower the top cover, you must flip 
the feed arm over to the right as far as it 
will go to avoid damaging these com¬ 
ponents. As the bolt reciprocates, the 
actuator stud (riding in the feed arm’s 
channel) pivots the feed arm which 
operates a lever attached to the belt 
feed slide. There are two sets of feed 
pawls connected to the slide. When 
one set is moving out and over a round 
in the belt, the other is pulling the belt 
inward. Dividing the belt load between 
two sets of pawls reduces stress on the 
feed mechanism and produces a 
smoother belt flow. 

The MG 42’s trigger mechanism is 
the best in the business and was in¬ 
corporated intact on the Belgian FN 
MAG 58 GPMG. The cross-bolt safety 
operates directly on the sear and can 
be manipulated only after the bolt has 
been retracted. Pushing the cross-bolt 
all the way to the left will expose the 
letter “S” (Safe) and engage the safety 
catch against the heel of the sear. Mov¬ 
ing the cross-bolt all the way to the 
right will expose the letter “F” (Fire) 
and disengage the safety catch from 
the heel of the sear. These positions 
were reversed on the MAG 58. There 
is no provision for semiautomatic fire. 

Because of its high rate of fire, the 
trigger mechanism has a spring-loaded 
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Looking For Some Fun, Travel and Adventure? Ready to Join With Other Free World Jumpers in 
the Camaraderie of Airborne? Then You’re Ready for the International Association of Airborne Veteran^ 

Fourth Annual Paratrooper Tour of Israel! 


13-22 MAY 1988 


This once-in-a-lifetlme opportunity will put you in 
the air and under the canopy with the Airborne 
Forces of Israel. If you’re an active, reserve or vet¬ 
eran military airborne-qualified, static-line jumper, 
then you’ll want to stand in the door for: 

• Ground training airborne refresher course and a 
static-line parachute jump from a C-130 Hercules 
with Israeli paratroopers. 

• Your official Israeli armed forces jump wings and 
certificates awarded by a senior member of the 
Israeli army. This event is officially recognized by the 
Israeli government, and active duty and active 
reserve personnel will receive letters of authorization 
allowing them to wear these wings on their uniforms. 

• An Israeli army military briefing on the Middle East 
situation. 


• Banquets with army veterans and airborne staff. 

• Official wreath-laying ceremonies at the Israeli 
Paratroopers Memorial. 

• Visit restricted military sites in Israel and on the 
Golan Heights and a hands-on display of captured 
Russian tanks. 

• Attend briefing at the “Good Fence" position 
between Israel and Lebanon. 

• Visit Holy sites in Jerusalem; Masada; Jericho; the 
Sea of Galilee; the Negev Desert and swim in the 
Red Sea. 

This nine-day tour includes round-trip airfare from 
New York; ground transportation in Israel; deluxe 
hotel accommodations with breakfast; and most din¬ 
ners; and all military and historic tours. 


Supplementary five-day tour and military safari in 
the Negev Desert with destination of Eilat on the 
Red Sea also available at extra cost. 

Airborne troops are first in, last out. so don’t wait! 
Only 200 participants can be handled by our Israeli 
hosts, so we must make this a first-come, first- 
served registration. You'll receive your complete 
information packet and itinerary as soon as possible. 
A $250* registration fee Is required and must accom¬ 
pany your form so that we can slot you on the 
manifest. (*Registration fee is refundable up until 60 
days prior to the tour.) 

Fill out the registration coupon below, and mail it 
with your cashier’s check or money order made 
payable to: I.A.A.V, Suite 181, 606 W. Barry Street, 
Chicago, IL 60657. 


AIRBORNE ALL THE WAY! 


OFFICIAL APPLICATION: 
ISRAEL ’88 

THE TOTAL PACKAGE INCLUD¬ 
ING AIRFARE AND ALL 


r 

I 


MAIL TO: I.A.A.V., SUITE 181 

606 W. BARRY STREET. CHICAGO, IL 60657 

312/327-3120 

Name 



$1,895.00 PLUS $100 INSUR¬ 
ANCE. A $250.00 DEPOSIT IS 

1 

1 

Address 


Serial H 

Rank 

REQUIRED WITH THIS APPLI¬ 
CATION. MAKE CHECK PAYABLE 

1 

1 

City 

State Zip Code 

Units Of Airborne Service_ 


TO: I.A.A.V. SPACE IS LIMITED 

TO 200 JUMPERS. THE TRIP IS 

1 

1 

Telephone i_ 

) 

Dates of Service: From_ 

To 

AVAILABLE ON A FIRST-COME, 
FIRST-SERVED BASIS. 

1 

1 

State of Health_ 


Awards and Badges_ 








sear trip attached to the top of the trig¬ 
ger. The front of the sear passes 
through this sear trip and a T-bar at its 
end restricts the sear trip’s forward 
rotation. When the trigger is pulled the 
sear trip descends, allowing the front of 
the sear to rise while the rear end is 
lowered, releasing the bolt. As long as 
the trigger is held back and ammuni¬ 
tion remains, the bolt will continue to 
reciprocate back and forth. When the 
trigger is released, its front end rises, 
taking with it the sear trip as well as the 
front end of the sear. As a result, the 
rear end of the sear is lowered even 
further. The sear trip now projects into 
the bolt’s path of travel. The bolt’s rear 
bent shoves the sear trip backward. 
This frees the front end of the sear and 
permits the sear spring to drive the rear 
end of the sear upward to grab the 
bolt’s front bent with full face engage¬ 
ment in one sudden, sharp movement. 

The sear trip fulfills two important 
functions. It keeps the sear in a low 
position until the final moment of en¬ 
gagement with the bolt, which reduces 
wear and chipping on the two mating 
surfaces. It also prevents the trigger 
mechanism from being placed on 
“safe” when the bolt group is forward, 
as the sear could be damaged if the 
operator attempted to retract the bolt 
with the cross-bolt in the safe position. 

Early MG 42 buttstocks were wood. 
These invariably split and will be en¬ 
countered with repairs by wire binding, 
so later stocks were fabricated from 
high-impact plastic. 

MG 42s were first equipped with a 
straight, finger-grooved retracting 
handle. Most will be found with a T- 
shaped cocking handle which is easier 
to grasp from the prone position. 

The unprotected rear sight has a 
folding leaf with an open V-notch and 
can be adjusted for elevation only, 
from 100 to 2,000 meters. The front 
sight, also unprotected, can be ad¬ 
justed for windage zero by drifting its 
blade in the folding base after loosen¬ 
ing its retaining screw. An antiaircraft 
ring sight, rarely encountered, can be 
mounted to the receiver and used in 
conjunction with a folding antiaircraft 
rear sight permanently attached to the 
rear sight base. 

Because the bolt head’s rollers lock 
into the barrel extension, the MG 42’s 
receiver serves as little more than a 
structural frame for holding the recipro¬ 
cating parts. The front portion, in essence 
a ventilated barrel jacket, is open across 
its entire length on the right side to permit 
barrel changes. With the bolt retracted, 
just push the barrel catch forward and 
away from the jacket The chamber end 
of the barrel will swing out and can be 
removed by raising the muzzle end of the 
weapon. This takes no more than six 
seconds. The four-groove barrels are 21 
inches in length with a right-hand twist 


The flash suppressor, threaded to the 
front of the barrel jacket, has little effect 
on muzzle climb. Retained by a spring- 
loaded, sheet-metal rod pinned to the 
front sight’s base, the flash suppressor 
also acts as a container for the duse. 

The non-adjustable bipod can be at¬ 
tached to the barrel jacket at two loca¬ 
tions. When mounted up front, close to 



MG 42 in action. Photo courtesy 
Peter G. Kokalis 


the muzzle, it provides the greatest hit 
potential but the least lateral mobility. 
Mounted IIV^ inches to the rear it 
offers the gunner the ability to quickly 
engage flanking targets at the expense 
of controllability. The bipod folds to 
the rear even after the legs are ex¬ 
tended. When placed on the ground, 
the gunner should pull the weapon to 
the rear away from the bipod. If the 
MG 42 runs away as a result of insuffi¬ 
cient sear-to-bolt engagement (an all- 
too-common occurrence after half a 
century of worn parts stuffed into fa¬ 
tigued receivers), the machine gun will 
pitch forward, collapsing the bipod and 
firing into the ground directly in front of 
the muzzle. 

Whenever possible, the MG 42 
should be fired from the tripod, which 
unfortunately is now so rare as to be 
worth almost as much as the machine 
gun itself. These tripods sell for about 
$2,500. Non-restricted transfer MG 
42s range in price from $2,500 to 
$4,000, depending upon condition. 
There are at least 50 accessories for the 
MG 42, ranging from belt-filling 
machines to esoteric items like a peri¬ 
scope firing device. Most are of little 
practical consequence to anyone but 
coUectors. 

Disassembly of the MG 42 is not 
difficult. Lift the top cover and clear the 
weapon. Move the bolt forward into 
battery under control. Depress the 
locking catch under the receiver and 
rotate the buttstock 90 degrees to the 
right. Remove the buttstock and buffer 
group from the receiver. Pull out the 
recoil spring. Pull retracting handle to 


the rear and slide the bolt group out the 
back of the receiver. Lift up the retract¬ 
ing handle’s latch and pull this compo¬ 
nent to the rear and away from the 
receiver. Remove the barrel in the 
manner described. Unscrew and re¬ 
move the flash suppressor. Lift up the 
flash suppressor’s retaining rod and 
drop the diise down into the barrel 
jacket until it can be completely with¬ 
drawn. Lift up both the top cover and 
feed tray. Turn their retaining pin so 
the flat side is down and withdraw the 
pin from the left. Separate the top cov¬ 
er and feed tray from the receiver. Re¬ 
move the cotter pin from the trigger 
mechanism’s retaining pin. Push the 
retaining pin out to the right. Pull the 
trigger mechanism to the rear and 
swing it down and away from the re¬ 
ceiver. Remove the ejection port dust 
cover. To disassemble the bolt group, 
pull the rollers outward and rotate*the 
bolt body 90 degrees in either direction 
to separate it from the bolt head. All the 
internal components can then be re¬ 
moved. All carbon residue and copper 
gilding from the bullet’s jacket must be 
scrapped and removed from the diise. 
Reassemble in the reverse order. Make 
sure the bolt group is assembled so that 
the actuator stud on the bolt body and 
the ejector rod on the bolt head are 
both topside. 

Non-disintegrating, 50-round MG 
34/42 belts, with or without a starter 
tab, should be loaded links up in the 
MG 42 after the bolt has been retracted 
and the weapon placed on “safe.” 
Stay away from WWII vintage 
ammunition. Firing WWII-era MG 42s 
is dangerous enough without com¬ 
pounding the problem with trashy five- 
cent ball. 

More MG 42s have self-destructed 
in the hands of U.S. collectors than any 
other machine gun. In almost every 
instance the problem can be traced to 
premature unlocking. MG 42s will fre¬ 
quently unlock before the barrel has 
completed its recoil and while chamber 
pressures are still murderous. There 
are two solutions. If you can locate the 
so-called rate-of-fire device for the 
West German MGS, it will prevent pre¬ 
mature unlocking. Inserted into the 
bolt body with its large end inside the 
curled ends of the ejector rod, this 
spring-loaded plunger forces the firing 
pin housing forward and increases the 
resistance to unlocking. By also reduc¬ 
ing the rearward acceleration of the 
bolt, the cyclic rate is dropped to about 
900 rpm. 

These devices are not easy to find 
and there is a simpler correction. Take 
an M1911A1 .45 AGP recoil spring 
and remove 1 inch of the coils. Fold the 
ends in and install inside the bolt body. 
It really works. 

Continued on page 88 
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•=IV/N A LEGEND! 


mot eOMPANY KMIVtO AMO JttP^ OntAMOLtO • 
KttPiMO nu TOAOmOM AUVt 


WRANGLER 


4 X 4 X Forever* 

Sahara inherits the legacy* 

Become a part of It. 

The Wrangler Sahara slides Into 
4-wheel-drlve on the fly and 4*2 liters 
of Jeep power takes you there In style. 

Edge Company knives and Jeep Wrangler give you the Edge. 


SAHARA. 

NEW FOR '881 


A pair of Yamaha SRX250 street bikes! 

Twenty-two horses of air-cooled counter-balanced 
power, dual carbs, and alloy wheels send you down 
the road on the cutting edge of excitement. 


Two Tickets to Paradise! An aii-expense 
paid sun-drenched week on beautiful St. Croix, the 
emerald jewel of the U.S. Virgin Islands: Hot sun, 
cool breezes, aqua waves, and frothy pina coladas. 


$1,000 of the best Camping Equip¬ 
ment to outfit you and a friend. Tested from 
Death Valley to Everest. Moss, Kelty, Caribou and 
more — rugged gear and the pro's choice. 


EDGE COMPANY KNIVES AND JEEP^ WRANGLER: 

RUGGED, INDEPENDENT, TOUGH - AND BOTH AVAILABLE IN AUTOMATICo 


Model 120 
$49.95 

THE CLASSIC 
AUTOMATIC 
STILETTO. 
Handmade in 
Italy. Brass lined, 
Side opening, 

8 3/8". Handle 
In Pearllte; 

Blue, Green, 

Red. White, 
and Black. 



LEVER 

AUTO HUNTER. 

Gleaming Brass 
& Hardwood. 
Side Opening 
Brushed S/S Blade. 
Brass Lined, 8". 


MODEL 
106 

O.D. 19.95 
Camo. $21.95 

NATO MILITARY. 

The most popular 
automatic in the world. 

Olive Drab or Camo 
covers, gun metal black 
caps, front opening. 8". 




Um 0 tho coupon to ordor any ono or moro of thoMO 
idgo Co* Knl¥o» and you'// bo ontorod aufomaUcally In fhm 
Oroat '04 Glwoaway SwmopcfakoM, Or: Uao fho Coupon, but 
chock tho "No" box. No purchaao roquirod. 


Model . 


, Qty.- 


, Model , 


-Pty.. 


Model , 


-Qfy.. 


Add SI .50 Each Shipping and Handling— Allow 10 Days Shipping 
Check or Money Order Enclosed Total $ 

Visa/MasterCard 

Name . — ■. — 

Address ■ ■■ ' ' i i. 


. Exp. Date . 


□ YESI 

Ent«r m« In 
Thm idgm Co, 

Oroat 00 
Ot¥oaway 
$woop9fako», 
and ruth ma 
thoM knlvM. 

□ NO Signature 

l*m not buying, but ontor me In the sweeps anyway, and use the address above 

THE EDGE COMPANY. P.O. BOX 826. BRATTLEBORO. VT 05301 
I CALL TOLL-FREE 1-800-445-1021 sFi 


City - 

I am over 18 years of age « 


Zip 


OFFICIAL RULES 


1. No purchase required. Fill out The Edge Company Great '08 Giveaway Sweepstakes Order Form/Entry 
Coupon an this poge and mail to: The Edge Compony, Great ‘88 Giveaway Sweepstokes, P.O. Box 826, 
BraHlebora, VT 05301. Order Form/Entry Coupons must be postmorked by February 29, 1988. You may also 
enter by hand printing your name, address, zip code, and if you want to order, your Edge Compony Knife 
selections an a plain piece of 3"x5" paper, ond mail as obove. No purchase required, enter as often os you 
‘wish, but each entry must be mailed seporately. 

2. Winners will be determined in random drawings conducted on or about April 2, 1988 by an 
Independent judge, whose decisions ore final. Winners will be notified by moil, and will be asked to sign a 


statement of eligibility, which must be returned within 21 days of receipt or alternate winners will be selected 
at random. All federal, stote and local laws oppty. Sales taxes, licenses and any options ore the responsibility 
of winners. No substitutions except as required due to availability. All prizes will be awarded. 

3. Sweepstakes open to residents af the United States 18 years of age ond older. Employees and their 
families of The Edge Company, the American Motors Corporation, the Yomaha Motor Corporotion, Kelly, 
Caribou, Coleman, Moss, Thermorest, the independent judge, their offiliated componies, odvertising, print, 
and production agendes ore not eligible. Void where prohib'rted by low. For a list of prizewinners, send a 
S.A.S.E. to The Edge Compony, Greet '88 Giveaway Sweepstakes, P.O. Box 826, Braftiebora, VT 05301. 


EDGE COMPANY KNIVES; GUARANTEED FOR LIFE 











































IrflKE the Star of Bethlehem the bril¬ 
liant flash illuminated the sky. It was 
bright and blue and it was, to all who 
saw it, an omen of peace. It was Christ¬ 
mas Eve and, as the star cluster burst 
above the jungle, its gentle pop sig¬ 
nalled to those along the perimeter that 
a night patrol would soon be trickling in 
through the wire. 

Earlier that afternoon Fd returned 
to base camp at Pleiku. It had been 
months since Vd been back, and 
when I arrived it was too late for a 
mess hall meal, so I had to settle for a 
can of C-rations. Even though I had 
missed my chance for a hot meal, I at 
least had the opportunity to shave, 
take a quick field shower and then try 


to relax for the night. 

When the star cluster first lit up the 
sky, I was on top of a sandbagged 
bunker nursing a canteen cup partially 
filled with warm scotch. It was 1969, 
and this was how I was spending my 
Christmas Eve. In spite of the calendar 
I didn’t feel much like celebrating. My 
left shoulder was hurting to the point of 
nausea. Two weeks before I had been 
blown up and off an armored person¬ 
nel carrier by a land mine, and I had 
landed with the full weight of my body 
on that same shoulder. I fidgeted back 
and forth atop those sandbags in a 
futile attempt to get comfortable, and 
even the scotch did little to numb the 
pain. 

The discomfort that troubled me 


that night was not only located in my 
body but was concentrated in my mind 
as well. For me the holiday season had 
opened in the middle of November 
near An Khe when two squads of 
enemy sappers penetrated our fire- 
base, detonating satchel charges under 
helicopters, inside our field hospital 
and in the nurses’ quarters. Even with 
the intense light coming from the white 
phosphorus rockets cooking off from 
the exploding helicopters, it was im¬ 
possible to distinguish the enemy’s 
silhouettes from those of our own 
troops. The sappers had weaved in 
and out of our own positions at close 
proximity and were fanatical in their 
determination to destroy equipment, 
kill our troops and not be taken alive. 
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WAS THERE 

by James Martin Davis 

Illustration by Jeff Velarde 


In-Country Christmas 



“1 was astounded when 1 saw them 
because 1 didn't know any of them 
were still alive.... These men had 
stared death in the face — and yet 
in their eyes there was no hatred» no 
bitterness, no depression or despair 
... just the simple expression of 
being here and of doing their duty.” 


f 





When it was over, none were, but a 
dozen helicopters were incinerated, a 
score of Americans had been killed or 
wounded, and two American nurses 
would never be allowed to celebrate 
Christmas again. 

Shortly thereafter I was ordered 
south to Ban Me Thuot, where I spent 
Thanksgiving on an intelligence mis¬ 
sion of sorts, under triple-canopy jun¬ 
gle near the Cambodian border. I re¬ 
turned in time to spend my birthday 
and the next three days sick and fever¬ 
ish on a cot under a mosquito net in an 
isolated Special Forces camp. With 
these events so recently seared into my 
memory it was easy to wish for “peace • 
on ear^,” but it was more difficult to 
wish “good will toward men.” 


Tonight was Christmas Eve, and 
while I knew my family would be think¬ 
ing of me, I knew others would not. 
Back home there was bickering, confu¬ 
sion and dissension about our role in 
Vietnam. Most of us over here were all 
too familiar with that dissension, but 
our 18-hour days permitted us little 
time for political debate. We were con¬ 
stantly occupied with more basic con¬ 
cerns — like staying alive. Over here 
there was no time to debate the war. 
There was only time to fight it 
On Christmas Eve few people back 
home wanted to think about our sol¬ 
diers. How unfortunate, I thought, for 
Christmas is a time of peace, and 
there’s no one who wants peace more 
than soldiers. Sitting atop these sand¬ 


bags on this warm and pleasant night, 1 
vnshed so badly that all the factions 
back home would try to appreciate 
what it meant to be a soldier during this 
season of peace. 

While there is something basically 
unholy about war, there was nothing 
unholy about our soldiers. War is a 
brutal business and killing is the most 
brutal aspect of that business—no one 
knows that better than soldiers. For, 
while our troops may have taken lives, 
they saved lives as well. The duty of a 
soldier is to serve both God and coun¬ 
try, and for Americans the two have 
never been mutually exclusive. In six 
months of combat I had never wit- 

Continued on page 87 
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CAU 

lOU niR l-$00-234-4M7 

Good Quality 50/50 Blend T-Shirts Made in America 


VISA MASTERCARD DISCOVER CHECK or MOHEY 


All orders placed by December 22 will be delivered by Christmas. Flyer of 30 different 
designs available upon request. (FREE with each order.) 



G-91 Have Gun Will Travel G-82 Bad To The Bone G-84 Waste ’Em All G-85 America, Love it 


14 The Strong Survive G-92 Brave Men Only... 


Quantity 

Shirt # 

Size 

Amount 

















T-shirts available in Sub Total 

S, M, L, XL. Out of j-| 00 Qh postage 
country orders add & handling 
$3.00. Fast & efficient y.ao/b Sales Tax 
delivery assured. WA State res. 

C.O.D. orders $2 Total 

more. 



G-89 Death Is Certain G-86 Live Free Or Die 


ALL SHIRTS ONLY $9 PLUS $1 POSTAGE 
&HNDL. 

To Order, Call: 1-800-234-4647 or send check 
or money order to: SPOKANE INNOVATIONS 
2711 E. SPFIAGUE, SPOKANE, WA 99202 

NAME_ 

ADDRESS_ 

CITY_STATE_ZIP_ 

VISA or MC#_ 

SIGNATURE_ 



























BATTLE 
BLADES 

by Bill Bagwell 

Fold ’em Up, 
Move ’em Out 




^^OST of US give little if any 
thought to the folding knife we carry 
every day in our jx)cket More often 
than not, such knives are “freebies’* — 
usually gifts from a friend or relative — 
and are carried regardless of any par¬ 
ticular merits of the knife itself. 

But what if you were to go out and 
buy a pocketknife; one you could cany 
comfortably, with a feeling of social re¬ 
sponsibility and confidence? When I was 
first confronted with such a scenario by 
the SOF staff, the question seemed easy 
enough to answer. As it turned out it 
wasn’t so easy. Here’s why. 

When you look at pocketknives 
available on the current market you 
quickly discover that there are a lot of 
them out there. They come in virtually 
every size, shape and price range, with 
features ranging from titanium handles 
to interchangeable blades. Some are 
large and bulky, while others are small, 
even delicate. Some have blades 
made from good-quality steel, some 
are hard to sharpen, and others won’t 
hold a decent edge. So what started 
out as an innocent question had to be 
recast into the following line of inves¬ 
tigation: “What folding knife would I 
buy if I were looking for the largest 
folder I would carry in my pocket every 
day?” These criteria immediately ex¬ 
cluded the larger folding hunters that 
are carried in a separate pouch on the 
belt, as I was specifically concerned 
with pocket carry. 

In addition to Aese criteria, I wanted 
a good quality knife, one that was dur¬ 
able, well-made and had a blade that 
could take and hold a good edge. I 
wanted a knife that was devoid of 
gadgets and gimmicks, and to top it all 
off, a knife that represented good value 
for the money. Armed with these strin¬ 
gent guidelines, I set out on my search 
and, to my surprise, found several 
pocketknives that filled the bill and 
then some. While the recommenda¬ 
tions that follow are not the only fold¬ 
ers that give good service and value, 
here are the ones / like, and why. 

Spyderco of Golden, Colorado, has 
a nifty line of knives that they call their 
“Clipit” series. Spyderco Clipits are 
very well-made, very robust and, for all 
their strength, not bulky. They mea¬ 
sure a mere 5/16-inch thick through 
the handle and are made entirely of 
stainless steel (blade, pins, locking 
mechanism, springs and even the 
handles). This stainless-steel construc¬ 
tion gives a large measure of strength 
and corrosion resistance and obviates 
any concern about handle scales 
loosening over time. 

Spyderco’s knives are available with 
two different edges: One is the conven¬ 
tional beveled edge, the other a rather 
unusual serrated edge that has limited 
effectiveness for whittling and scraping 


ABOVE: Folding pocketknives of 
choice for serious blade 
connoisseurs — Gerber Fieldlight 
(left) with molded synthetic handle 
and Spyderco Clipit (right) with 
aggressive serrated edge. Photo: 
Tom Slizewski 

BELOW: Spyderco Clipits are 
100-percent stainless steel and have 
two blade options: serrated (top) 
and conventional beveled edge 
(bottom). Photo: Tom Slizewski 



but is devastatingly effective for slicing 
and slashing organic material such as 
leather and flesh. Clipits are also 
equipped with a 7/16-inch-wide 
spring-steel belt clip (held in place by 
three small Phillips-head screws) 
which enables you to carry the knife in 
a variety of ways and places such as on 
the belt, inside the trousers or on your 
boot. 

The basic Clipit folder is 3% inches 
long when closed, 6% inches long 
when fully opened, and weighs in at an 
acceptable 4 ounces. Also available is a 
larger version called the “Police Mod¬ 
el,” which is 5Vi inches long closed 
and 9V2 inches open. This knife really 
doesn’t qualify as something small and 
dainty, and its weight of 6 ounces re¬ 
moves it from the featherweight cate¬ 
gory. Usually a knife this size is too 
bulky to carry unobtrusively on your 
person, but the slim design of the Clipit 
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PRODUCT WARNING 
AND RECALL NOTICE 


Safeties on mias/m14s, mi Garands, 
and Beretta bm-59s 



If you own an M14 type rifle, an 
M1 Carand type rifle, or a Beretta 
BM-59 rifle, a certain quantity 
could contain safeties that can be 
disengaged by applying an 
abnormal amount of force to the 
trigger, thus overriding the safety 
The guns will not fire when the 
safetyi|jpverridden in this 
manneiTOut they will fire when 
the trigger is released and pulled 
again under normal pressure. 

If you possess a Springfield 
Armory, Inc. M1A, MICarand, or 
Beretta BM-59, you are urged to 
perform the following inspection 
procedure. (Note: before 
beginning, be sure to unload rifle 
and point muzzle in a safe 
direction): 

1 Begin test procedure with 
safety in normal "off" position (see 
figure #1); 

2 Engage the safety (see figure 

# 2 ); 

3 Using one or two hands, pull 
the trigger very hard, then 


release it. Repeat this procedure 
several times (see figure #3); 

4 If at any time during this test 
procedure you detect any forward 
movement in the safety, remove 
only the trigger group and return 
it to Springfield Armory, Inc. (see 
figure #4) 

WARNING: If during the above 
test procedure the safety moves 
forward on your rifle, you are 
urged to remove only the trigger 
group and return it immediately 
to Springfield Armory using either 
of the following procedures: 

A. Write to Springfield Armory 
requesting special mailing label, 
shipping container, and return 
instructions. Write to: 

SPRINGFIELD ARMORY^ INC. 
RE-5,420 west Main Street 
Ceneseo, IL 61254 

B. Or, call Springfield Armory on 
this Toll Free number and request 
return instructions: 1-800-225- 
5708. Illinois residents call collect: 
(509) 944-5651 


MIA Bolts 


Some M1A bolts manufactured by 
Springfield Armory, Inc. might not 
function reliably. If you 
have a Springfield 
Armory M1A bolt with 
any of the following 
identification 
markings, contact 
Springfield Armory, Inc, as 
outlined in steps A or B above 
to arrange for replacement. 

The bolts in question are marked 
as follows; 

A. No numerical or alphabetical 
characteristics on either top or 
back of bolt (completely 
unmarked); 

B. Any bolt with any numerical or 
alphabetical markings at all on the 



back of the bolt; 

C. Any bolt with the top marked 
"7790185" and with "SA RRR" 
centered below that number; 

D. Any bolt with the top 
marked "790185" and with 
BACK "SA" centered below that 
^ number. 

Springfield Armory, Inc. 
regrets any inconvenience 
caused by the return of any 
firearm affected by this notice. 
Repairs will be completed in the 
shortest possible time, and all 
service, parts, and shipping costs 
will be the responsibility 
of Springfield ^ 

Armory, Inc. 


420 West Main St., Geneseo, tL 61254 


Safety and instruction manuals available from Springfield Armory 
Always wear eye and ear protection when using any firearm. 



allows it to lie flat and to carry comfort¬ 
ably in a hip pocket or boot. Even so, 
the Police Model is probably the largest 
lockback folder that most people 
would want to carry for everyday use. 

As far as performance, Spyderco 
Clipits take and hold a good edge. My 
personal favorite is the Police Model 
with the non-serrated edge, but if rip¬ 
ping and slashing are what you have in 
mind, the serrated edge deserves a 
second look. Prices on Clipits vary 
from about $50 to $90 retail, although 
mail-order buffs will find them for 
about $28 to $50 from The Cutlery 
Shoppe (Dept SOF, Suite 3, 7512 
Lemhi, Boise, ID 83709; phone 1- 
800-231-1272). These are good fold¬ 
ers that will give good service. 


Gerber’s Fieldlight 
weighs a scant 2V4 
ounces. 

My next choice comes from Gerber, 
the legendary blade people in Port¬ 
land, Oregon. They've come up with a 
real gem in the pocket-carry-folder 
category called the ‘ ‘Fieldlight (SSIII). ” 
This lockback folder is 378 inches long 
closed and 7 1/16 inches open. It is 
7/16-inch thick through the handle 
and weighs a scant 2V4 ounces. 
Friends, that’s light! Gerber achieves 
this light weight in part by using a 
molded synthetic handle that is dimen¬ 
sionally stable and extremely tough. A 
stainless-steel blade opens and closes 
like it was greased, and locks up as 
solid as a bank vault. The pivot pin is Vs 
inch in diameter and will likely last 
several lifetimes. This Gerber folder 
takes and holds an excellent edge and 
is the easiest knife of its size to carry 
that I have ever seen. 

In my opinion, the Gerber Fieldlight 
is the handiest and easiest to carry of all 
the pocket folders I tested. It also 
comes with a high-quality black ballis¬ 
tic nylon sheath. Besides, this Gerber 
folder is 100 percent made in the 
U.S. A. and has a reasonable suggested 
retail price of $29.50. Once again, 
mail-order mavens will find a measure 
of relief pricewise from The Cutlery 
Shoppe, but a piece of equipment on 
the order of the Fieldlight with a retail 
price of less than 30 bucks qualifies as a 
bargain in any man’s army. 

Shop around and check out the vari¬ 
ous folders before you buy. There are 
others on the market that will give 
good service. The two I recommend 
here will certainly do that and more. 
Spyderco offers innovative, strong 
knives that give good value and per¬ 
formance. Gerber’s Fieldlight is pure 
quality and a bargain to boot. Either 
way, you won’t go wrong with one of 
these in your pocket. ^ 
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USE COUPON 
BELOW OR 
CALL TOLL 


i-80l|i82f-S157 


SOUND DETECTORS 


DISTANT SOUND 
DETECTOR 
MULTIPLIES 
SOUND 5000 
TIMES 

The VanSleek 
FARFOON® 

$148 

Postpaid 




The most sophisticated yet developed. Made 
for professional hunters to hear approaching 
animals at a great distance, the VanSleek has 
now been discovered by the security industry. 
On city terrain, sounds leap across blocks and 
streets. Guards are using VanSleek in prison 
yards to listen to convicts. The range of uses 
of the VanSleek Farfoon is astonishing and 
satisfaction is over-wheiming. Receptivity plus. 
VanSleek is superior to direct receiver 
products... utilizes a built-in parabolic 
dish for Sound Mirror effect previously only 
found on larger, more expensive units. 
Convenient size, small enough for use in tight 
places. Weighs about 2-lbs. Solid-state 
circuitry. Powered by 6 pen-light batteries for 
increased amplitude. $148.00 postpaid and 
worth it! 


BUG BOX 


You Need The 

I BUG BOX ^ I 

For Telephone 
Privacy 

Assure complete telephone privacy with 
this telephone tap detector. It’s the only 
device of its kind that prevents same-line 
eavesdropping PLUS notifies you of 
unauthorized intrusion onto your line. While 
most tap-detectors must screw into your 
phone's mouthpiece, the BUG BOX is totally 
independent: plug your modular phone into 
tiny (3" x 2" x 1") BUG BOX, then plug BUG 
BOX into the wall jack. Now you’ve got 
TOTAL privacy — BUG BOX'S red indicator 
light lets you know if someone is 
eavesdropping AND if someone has 
intentionally (or unintentionally) tapped 
your lines inside or outside the house. 
BONUS: Attach BUG BOX to every phone 
In your house, then you, AND ONLY YOU, 
can access the phone. BUG BOX not only 
tells you if someone else is on the line, it 
KEEPS THEM OFF with its Privacy Shut-out 
Circuit. THEY CAN’T LISTEN IN EVEN IF 
THEY WANTED TO! Buy one BUG BOX and 
use Its red indicator light to tell you if 
someone else has come “on line"; buy as 
many BUG BOX'S as you have phones, and 
have it both ways — total Privacy Shut-out 
plus visible red light indicators. NO OTHER 
TAP DETECTOR HAS BOTH THESE 
FEATURES! Order BUG BOX for $48.00 
postpaid, and each additional unit for 
$30.00 each. 


THUMB CUFF 



*10.00 POSTPAID 
Double lock thumbcuff 
2 keys. Nickel plated steel. 
Vinyl carrying case. 



INCREDIBLE NIGHT VISION 


Lets You See Them... 

But They Can’t See You 
AN/PAS-5 INFRARED 
GOGGLES 

Used by U.S. forces in Viet 
Nam and refined by the Israeli 
Army for desert warfare and 
counter-terrorist campaigns. 

Direct from Israeli storerooms and 
operation ready. 

Now you can see them.. .but they 
can’t see you! Blend into the night, L ■ 

virtually invisible while your IR goggles 
turn night into day. The ultimate in r\Jo i toiu 

high-tech, ideal for surveillance, hunting, war games, police, survival settings, home 
security, urban patrolling. 

Designed for "hands free” operation. Fit snug on head. Weigh about 11-oz. Here’s 
what you get: 1) AN/PAS-5 IR goggle binoculars 2) built-in close-up lens assembly 3) 
light restriction caps 4) operating manual 5) mercury battery 6) high impact carrying 
case 7) super concave IR filter 8) 100,000 candiepower Blue Streak Rescue Light 
(light source) 9) adjusting head strap assembly. Additional batteries $5.00 each, 1-3/4” 
IR filter $9.00, 5-3/8” IR filter $16.00, AW’ concave IR filter $16,00. 

Infrared systems can cost $$thousands. Here is your chance for just $398.00 to own 
a sophisticated IR system complete with everything you need for operation — goggles, 
light source, filter and more. Sorry, at these prices NO credit cards or COD; money 
orders and cashiers checks ONLY for this item. 


STUN GUN 


NOVA XR5000 
$63 POSTPAID 
50,000 VOLTS! 

The Nova XR5000 Stun Gun 
can protect you from attackers. 

STUN GUN will instantly ‘Scramble” attacker’s 
nervous system causing immediafe 
(temporary) paralysis! By simply touching 
your attacker anywhere, he will drop helpless 
even through many layers of clothing. STUN 
GUN is not lethal and is safe to user. Cannot 
transmit shock back to you. Requires a 9 volt 
ntcad battery and charger $16.00, The Nova 
is sold with a leather holster for $63.00 
postpaid. This is the authentic American 
made product. Put 50,000 volts in the palm 
of your hand, order today. 

NOT INTENDED FDR SALE WHERE PROHIBITED BY UW 


BOMBER JACKET 


WWiI 

BOMBER 

JACKET 




Here’s a watch that can stand up to your rough 
treatment and begs for more. The X-Shock-Plus is 
specially made for men on the GO — construction 
workers, truckers, bikers, police, flyers, military, 
hunters & sportsmen. This handsome watch is 
finished with fiat black case and band. Ifs lightweight 
(under 5-oz.) and trim, yet heavy-duty. Secret to its 
tough performance are EIGHT miniature shock 
absorbers that protect X-Shock-Plus's hi-tech 
electronic workings. These shock absorbers are 
surrounded by a rugged stainless steel case which 
in turn is covered by a urethane resin casing. THREE 
LEVELS OF PROTECTION to take the most destructive 
abuse! Bang it.. drop it.. .stomp it.. freeze it.. .X- 
Shock-Plus is water and shock resistant to 1,650-feet. 
Any torture you could subject X-Shock-Plus to would 
probably kill you first! X-Shock-Plus’s exclusive tough 
construction is reason enough to buy. But check out 
this tong list of features, including NEW sports 
functions: Super QUA^Z DIGITAL accuracy; 12/24 
hour (military/European) time; light for viewing in the 
dark; dispi^ hour, minutes, seconds, AM/FM, 
month, date, day of w«ek; auto-calendar; daily alarm 
and hourly chime; dual time zones; 24 hour 
stopwatch accurate to 1/100th second; records 2 
split/lap times plus cumulatives of those times; pacer 
sets from 65 to 215 beats per minute; calculates 
distance walked/run in miles/kilometers; 
programmable stride from T' to 10'; repeatable 
countdown timer setable from 24 hours to 0; comes 
complete with long life Lithium battery. $52.00 
postpaid or two for S99.00 and three for $141.00 
postpaid. Liquid fiHed, slide on compass fits on band, 
S4.00 each. 



AUTOMATICALLY senses any movement in its I 
path. Now you've got a PORTABLE SECURITY | 
DEVICE that’s sensitive enough to detect any 
person or object moving past it. Upon sensing | 
movement a piercing 90db alarm sounds j 
instantaneously. Use it to guard your perimeter, i 
or for easy set-up security when camping, I 
boating, or guarding your home or office. 
Applications are endless — you can even use | 
this alarm to announce guests. The Electronic 
Perimeter Alarm is super sensitive thanks to a I 
specially designed sleeve that gives it a narrow I 
field of view for pinpoint detection. The unit has 
a 360° swivel head so you can mount it on walls | 
or ceilings, as well as any flat surface. Solid i 
state and powered by an inexpensive 9v battery. I 
Small and easily moved from site to site, and | 
priced right for just $32.50 postpaid. Order this 
little jewel and never worry about your backside | 
again! ■ 


For just $4600 because it's made of 
. all THE RIGHT STUFF. The classic 
Bomber Jacket for the 
■IpF Aviator/Racer look. Made of Dura- 
Hide, a man-made leather that defies 
you to tell ft from the real thing. 
This is your chance to pick up the hottest look today 
at a very reasonable price. Check out these features: 
heavy duty Brass zippers; horizontal (zippered) and 
vertical front pockets; zippered left sleeve utility 
pocket; heavy duty knit cuffe and waistband; heavy 
weight pile collar; stylish epaulettes on each shoulder; 
Inside storm flap for wind resistance; 100% nylon 
lining; S-ounces polyester body fill for warmth that 
doesn’t i^igh you down. This is a jacket taking 
America by Storm. ..don't miss out. Order yours 
today for just $46.00 plus S3.00 shipping. Specify 
XS (30.32), S (34-36), M (38-40), L (42-44). XL (46) 
and XXL (48-50) and be sure to tell us BLACK or 
BROWN. 


CHMGE 

Toll Free 800-fl2T-5157 
In Missouri 076-227-3587 


:WQ UPS 

provide address 


MAIL IN ORDERS 

Send check or money order to the 
address beiow. 

The Dutchman 
Dept. 188 
P.O. Box 12548 
Overland Park, KS 66212 
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IN REVIEW 


The array of books available in chaff is a necessary, although 
the Beid of military small arms is often tedious, part of the SOF 
almost bewildering. Unfortunate- Technical Editor's Job, The fol¬ 
ly, few, in spite of their luxurious lowing are two of the most note- 
format, are worth much more worthy weapons book^published 
than the paper they're printed on. during 1987. 

Separating the wheat from the 




THE BLACK RIFLE — M16 Retro¬ 
spective. By R. Blake Stevens and 
Edward C. Ezell. Collector Grade 
Publications, Inc., Dept SOF, P.O. 
Box 250, Station “E,” Toronto, 
Ontario M6H 4E2, Canada. 1987. 
400 pages. Hardcover. $47.50. Re¬ 
view by Peter G. Kokalis. 

No infantry rifle has ever engen¬ 
dered the maelstrom of malevolence 
and dispute encountered by the M16. 
Three decades after the AR-15*s in¬ 
ception, its detractors remain bitter and 
enraged that it was ever adopted. At 
the heart of this controversy will for¬ 


ever remain the M16’s caliber. All the 
other criticisms leveled against this 
rifle, justified or otherwise, were no 
more than frostings on a cake of hatred 
against the Small Caliber High Velocity 
(SCHV) concept Throughout our his¬ 
tory, America’s military forces have ex¬ 
tolled marksmanship training with 
high-powered rifles and were dragged, 
kicking and screaming, from .58- 
caliber muzzle-loaders to the .45-70 
Trapdoor and down through a succes¬ 
sion of ever lighter .30-cal. projectiles. 

It mattered not one whit to the big- 
bore buffs that studies after World War 
11 by S.L.A. Marshall, Donald L. Hall 
and Norman Hitchman all confirmed 


that the ranges at which rifles were 
used to engage enemy targets rarely 
exceeded 300 yards and that SCHV 
weapons would produce more kills at 
these distances. Antipathy toward the 
“pipsqueak” 5.56mm cartridge and 
the rifle for which it was chambered 
was no less than instinctive for the true 
believers. 

Stevens and Ezell have set them¬ 
selves a monumental task—and have 
succeeded. Every aspect of the M16*s 
agonizing ordeal, from the field of bat¬ 
tle to the halls of Congress, is ex¬ 
amined in explicit detail. Not a single 
element of the “Black Stick’s” tor¬ 
tuous evolution is left unexplored. The 


MACHINE GUN 
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THE MACHINE GUN, VOLUME 
V, Development of Full Automat¬ 
ic Machine Gun Systems, High 
Rate of Fire Power Driven Can¬ 
non, and Automatic Grenade 
Launchers by the United States 
and Her Allies, Following World 
War II, Korean Police Action, and 


the Vietnam Conflict. By Colonel 
George M. Chinn (USMC, Re¬ 
tired). R.A.M.P., Inc., Dept. SOF, 
231 McCroskey Road, Harrods- 
burg, KY 40330.1987.748 pages. 
Hardcover. $89. Review by Peter 
G. Kokalis. 


In 1952, Colonel George M. Chinn’s 
highly renowned four-volume series 
on the history, evolution and develop¬ 
ment of the world’s machine guns, 
originally prepared for the U.S. Navy’s 
Bureau of Ordnance, was published. 
That same year, automatic weapon 
development in the United States was 
officially terminated. After all, the Unit¬ 
ed States had exclusive possession of 
the atomic bomb — all conventional 
weapons systems appeared to be 
obsolete. But the cruel reality of Korea 
and Vietnam was to demonstrate 
otherwise, and small arms develop¬ 
ment has continued in the 35 years 
since the first publication of Chinn’s 
monumental work. 

In Volume V, every significant de¬ 
velopment subsequent to 1952 is cov¬ 
ered in exhaustive detail and illustrated 
with an excellent assortment of photo¬ 
graphs and technical drawings. There 
are fascinating chapters on the 
7.62mm GAU-2B/A Minigun, the 
5.56mm XM214 Microgun (the so- 
called “GE Six-pack”), the 7.62mm 
FN MAG 58 (M240), the 5.56mm 
M249 SAW (FN Minimi), Hughes 
chain guns in calibers 7.62mm, 25mm 
and 30mm, and more than ^ other 
weapon systems up to 70mm in cali- 
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rain-the-bore issue, dirty tricks in the 
arctic tests, lethality in Vietnam, the 
Army’s famous “one-time buy,” the 
rifling twist controversy, the Army’s 
disputed bolt closure device, the ball 
powder and cyclic rate problems, 
maintenance problems in Vietnam and 
the Ichord Report — all these and 
numerous areas never before publi¬ 
cized, such as problems with case 
hardness and gas tube fouling, weave 
the most complete picture ever con¬ 
structed of what was to become the 
most tested, most reliable, most battle- 
proven and most widely distributed 
5.56mm rifle in the world. Accom¬ 
panying this fascinating text are 441 
photos and drawings of every variant, 
dead-end prototype, clone, accessory 
and ancillary of the Ml 6 system ever 
designed or produced. 

Be advised that reality is more com¬ 
plex than demagogues would lead you 
to believe. Villains and champions are 
not easily assigned to most of the dis¬ 
putes surrounding the M16. Those 
seeking simple answers to the M16’s 
complex development and history will 
not find them, here or elsewhere. 

Without doubt, Stevens and Ezell 
have fashioned the ultimate work on 
the M16. The Black Rifle is a re¬ 
quired addition to the library of all 
those who own, collect and shoot the 
M16 or any of its derivatives — and 
those who abhor it as well. 


ber. Most interesting is the section on 
40mm grenade launcher machine 
guns, which have had an important 
impact on modern infantry tactics. 
Painful failures, such as the 7.62mm 
M219 and .50-cal. M85 are honestly 
described, although in a few instances 
the text was apparently provided by 
the manufacturer, as only Maremont 
would dare to classify the dreadful 
M60 GPMG as “a superior gun.” 
There are a few errors: typos sprinkled 
throughout the text, the FN MAG 58’s 
sear motion incorrectly described, and 
a photo of the Rodman 5.56mm SAW 
captioned as the “Calibre .50 General 
Purpose Machine Gun.” 

Nonetheless, Chinn’s monumental 
Volume V will never be equaled and is 
required reading for all those with 
more than passing interest in military 
small arms. 

Colonel Chinn passed away on 4 
September 1987 at the age of 85. He 
set standards for research in military 
small arms that may never be equaled 
A champion of U.S. military develop¬ 
ment in the area of automatic 
weapons, he will be sorely missed by 
the defense community and those of 
us who were honored with his personal 
friendship. 



BRASS BULLET 
PEN BY 

HECKLER & KOCH 


GI 

PLASTIC 
WRISTWATCH 

Vietnam style OD plastic case houses a water 
resistant Timex movement tested to 80'. Military 
12/24 dial, and unbreakable mainspring guaran¬ 
teed for one year. HWK-12 $19.95 


From one of West Germany’s most famous gun makers comes this truly unique 51 /2" long 
pen that uses a standard refill and produces one o f the b o ldest, hi ghest q uality in k strok es 

you’ll ever see,_ I cdee ic vnii’or ccDiniK 


P31707 $17.95 

GERMAN MILHAKTBOOT KNIFE 

Designed by (he West Gemnan Bundeswehr fea¬ 
turing Solingen craftsmanship, metallurgy, and 
. hand detail. Stainless steel blade has false edge 
and is sandblasted to non-reflective finish. Dura¬ 
ble, non-slip micarta handle. Each knife comes in 
a lightly died harness leather sheath with boot clip. 
A Collector’s item from Kershaw. Overall size: 9 W', 
Blade, 


4995 

M01435 


FREE IFYOU ^RE SERIOUS 

^ ~ Order our action-packed 

d'Qi^^OTMsters hi-tech, hi-tac catalog con- 

taining hundreds of rare, 

1 items plus mili- 

tary 

use your visa, MC, 

^ AMEX OR send CHECK 

^ OR MONEY ORDER 

tl k m ORDER BY PHONE 

^ 1 404/ 

“ 428-1248 


NAME_ 

ADDRESS- 

CITY_ 

STATE_ 

Zip,—-- 


^ Bri gade _ 

Quartermasters 

Aaiom €EAR 


GOA 


VISUALLY INTIMIDATING HIGH INTENSITY DISCHARGE AFFECTIVE 
UPTO 20' ON MOST ATTACKERS. JACK FOR RECHARGING, SAFETY 
SWITCH, AND ALL NECESSARY LABELING. 

To AMAZING CONCEPTS, DEPT. SOF 
BOX 716, AMHERST, NH 03031 


WIN THE WAR AGAINST COLD WLATHER 
WITH A WOOLLY PULLY® 

The Official Sweater of the US Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines & Coast Guard 


There is only one official WOOLLY PULLY and Brigade offers the widest selection In America. This 1007o 
pure Virgin \Atool British import combat veteran has been taking the zap out of cold weather worldwide for 
50 years. Plus it has reinforcing cotton/polyester twill shoulder patches, elongated elbow forearm 
, . patches and no sag, drag, stretch or droop 

^ wrists and waist band. Guaranteed to please 

in either crew or V-neck styles. 

SIZES 

O'— 34/46 

,W ^ WOODLAND CAMO 

^ i WP-70 $49.50 

V—- ■ ARMY BLACK V-NECK 

fV WP-171 

* USMC OLIVE 

^ WP-110 $49.50 

US AIR FORCE BLUE V-NECK 
WP-131 


only $49.95 


tJie imiMWATOR ENERGY FIELD 


STUNS 

AND 

IMMOBILIZES 
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ADVENTURE 
QUARTERMASTE 



by Tom Slizewski 



Beretta knives 

Yes, you read right, Beretta 
knives. The company famous for its 
quality firearms has entered the knife 
market with a vengeance — 
beginning by introducing a 21-knife 
lineup. 

Beretta has introduced three 
groups of knives, consisting of a 
Collector’s Series, a Sportsman’s 
Series and a Hunter’s Series. All 
knives in each series share 440 C 
stainless steel construction and wood 
or micarta handles. 



Small Double Edge (Collector’s 
Series). 



Rosewood Inserts, receiver-style 
(Sportsman’s Series). 



Large Rosewood Hunters (Hunter’s 
Series). 


Nearly every style and type of 
small knife is included, from skinning 
knives to double-edged blades and 
even a money-clip knife. Beretta’s 
intent isn’t to compete with the 
serious battle blades or even the 
high quality folders; its effort is 
targeted primarily at collectors. To 
pique collectors’ interest, master 
bladesmith Gary Barnes was 
involved in the design process on 
some models. 

Prices for Beretta knives range 
from $24.95 for the PB Money Clip 
to $77.50 for the Small Double 
Edge. Contact Beretta Knives, 

Beretta U.S.A, Dept. SOF, 17601 
Beretta Drive, Accokeek, MD 20607; 
phone (301) 283-2191. 


Exotic wood stocks 

Custom grip panels add distinctive 
character to your favorite handgun 
and also provide an improved hold. 
Since custom grip panels are usually 
shaped to your individual hand, 
they’re more comfortable and 
increase shooting accuracy. 
Unfortunately, custom grips are 
often handmade and therefore 
expensive. However, if you own a 
Colt Government model, variation 
or copy, or a Smith & Wesson 
Model 459 or 659, a good deal 
looms on the horizon. 


Rappelling rope 

Rappelling rope is necessary 
equipment for any kind of serious 
climbing. Unfortunately, most 
commercially available rappelling 
rope comes in bright colors, making 
it easy to see while descending your 
favorite cliff or building side. While 
bright-colored rope increases the 
safety factor, it also makes you easy 
to spot. That’s where Advanced 
Rescue Systems camouflage rope 
comes in. 

Available in jungle (shades of 



R.W. Industries is offering custom 
‘*Autostocks” for only $33. They’re 
available in select exotic hardwoods 
such as rosewood, walnut and 
zebrawood, and each Autostock is 
hand shaped, finished with an epoxy 
resin and hand-rubbed and waxed. 
Oversized stock blanks are available 
for $10 to allow you to customize 
your own. Autostocks give your Colt 
or Smith & Wesson the look and 
feel of an expensive custom. For full 
details contact R.W. Industries, Dept. 
SOF, PO Box 914, Lake Elsinore, 
CA 92330, 


green and black), desert (shades of 
brown and tan) and urban (shades 
of grey and black) camouflage 
patterns, ARS ropes help to conceal 
the person carrying and using it. 

You can get ARS ropes in 7/16- or 
1/2-inch diameters. Tensile strength, 
the amount of weight it can take 
before snapping, is 6,800 pounds for 
the 7/16-inch rope and 9,200 
pounds for the 1/2-inch rope. 

ARS ropes are available in lengths 
up to one mile. Hobby climbers 
generally use 300 feet, though 
shorter lengths are sufficient in many 
cases. ARS ropes are also available 
in black and other colors and cost 
.62/foot for the 7/16-inch diameter 
and .78/foot for the 1/2-inch 
diameter. 

Color catalog featuring the full line 
of ARS rappeUing accessories is 
available for $2. Contact Advanced 
Rescue Systems, Dept. SOF, PO 
Box 1021, Sioux Falls, SD 
57101-1021. y( 
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OUTFITTERS OF THE PROFESSIONALS 

SOF EXCHANGE • P.O. Box 687, Boulder, CO 80306 • Phone (303) 449-3750 


T-SHIRTSI • T-SHIRTS! • T-SHIRTS! • T-SHIRTS! 


Back 


Front 



#1025 

Lucy*8 Tiger Den 
White $12.95 



#1012 

Contra-Banned 
Red $9.95 



#1018 
Seal Team 
Silver $9.95 


#1011 
Grenada 
Silver $9.95 




#1024 

Anytime Khadaffi 
U. Blue $10.95 



#1004 
Pale Horse 
White $9.95 



#1015 
Worid Tour 
Navy, Long Sleeve 
$14.95 


#1002 

Peace 

White $9.95 



Back 



#1021 

Delta 

Lt. Blue $9.95 


I 

DELTA FORI 

Front 



LEBANON 


Help A Syrian Meet Allah 


“Hey, we just 
stepped in some 
Shiite!” 


#1008 


Back 


Visit Lebanon 
Tan $9.95 




SOLDIER OF 
FORTUNE 

#1001 
SOF Logo 
Black $9.95 


#1005 
Special Forces 
Black $9.95 


SPECIAL FORCES 



LIVING BY CHANCE 
LOVING BY CHOICE 
KILLING BY PROFESSION 



Back 



#1013 
CA.T.T. 
Navy $9.95 


#1006 

Marines 




S.E. Asia 
Black $9.95 


#1027 

Rhodesian Anny 
White $9.95 



QTY. 

STYLE NO. 

SIZE 

AMOUNT 

















T-Shirts available In S, M, L, XL TOTAL 

XXL available for $1.00 addition¬ 
al. Please include $1.75 for the Postage & Handling 
first Item ordered — Include 75^ o co/ c i 

for each additional item for post- 
age and handling. Overseas 
orders add 30%. Please allow 4-6 TOTAL 

weeks for delivery. 



SOF EXCHANGE 

Mail to: SOF EXCHANGE, SF 1/88, P.O. Box 687, Boulder CO 80306 

PAYMENT: □ VISA □MASTERCARD □ CHECK ENCLOSED 

Card #__ 

Exp- 

NAME__ 

ADDRESS_ 

CITY_STATE_ZIP_ 

We accept telephone orders on MasterCard & VISA — call us at (303) 449- 
3750. Sorry, no collect calls accepted! 
















































COMBAT 
EAPONCRAFT 

by Jack Thompson 

Before the Medic Comes 


\^/ HILE patrolling a mountainous 
region of Morazan Province in El Sal¬ 
vador, an army platoon stops for rest 
near a creek bed After forming a de¬ 
fensive perimeter, the commander 
sends out a security patrol made up of 
four troops under the control of a 
sergeant to recce the area. As they 
hump the bush, each is silently pissed 
off for having been “volunteered” for 
this duty. Suddenly to their front, guer¬ 
rilla fire erupts and the point man drops 
to the ground in a mangled heap after 
taking three hits in the chest from 
enemy fire. Diving for cover, the others 
return fire and the Gs melt into the 
bush almost as quickly as they 
appeared. 

After this contact, the sergeant and 
his three men scramble toward their 
wounded comrade. Barely alive, with 
his eyes bulging from shock and 
coughing up blood as he fights for ev¬ 
ery breath, the injured troop needs 
emergency first aid now if he is to have 
any hope of surviving. Having no 
medical equipment with them, his four 
buddies grab hold of his arms and legs 
and haul him back to the platoon area 
for treatment by the troop medic. 

But by the time they reach the 
medic, the wounded trooper has be¬ 
come another battlefield statistic. He 
bled to death. 

Far too many wounded soldiers die 
needlessly because their buddies don’t 
know how to give first aid. There’s no 
excuse for this. Anyone can master the 
essentials of combat first aid and keep 
someone alive before the medic 
comes. Such skills are just as important 
as marksmanship or map reading and 
should be learned before ever setting 
foot in a combat zone. 

So, where do you start? 

With a good working definition: First 
aid, as the name implies, is the initial 
aid and assistance given to an injured 
person before professional medical 
care arrives. The goal is simple — to 
keep those bodily functions operating 
which are necessary for staying alive. 
To accomplish this in the battlefield 
there is a sequence of procedures used 
by the Special Air Service (SAS) in 
Africa which must be followed. This 
system is known simply as the “A-B-C- 
D-E-F” system. Each letter corre¬ 
sponds, in descending order of impor¬ 
tance, to a life-preserving procedure or 
responsibility. They are, respectively: 
Airway, Bleeding, Circulation/Chest 
wounds, Drips/Drugs/Documentation, 
Evacuation and Follow-up. 

With our A-B-C-D-E-F model in 
mind, let’s examine the priorities each 
procedure addresses: 

Airway — Clear the airways. The 
human body needs oxygen to stay 
alive, period. Without oxygen, no 
amount of first-aid treatment makes 



A downed buddy in combat 
shouldn’t have to wait for a medic. 
Each troop must have a basic 
knowledge of first aid to keep the 
wounded alive until professional 
help arrives. Photo: DoD 

any difference. Therefore, your first re¬ 
sponsibility when you reach a wound¬ 
ed soldier is to clear all airways leading 
to the lungs. This involves removing 
obstructions from the mouth and nose 
and tilting the head back to visually 
check whether the tongue is forward. If 
the injured person is not breathing by 
himself, you may have to employ 
mouth-to-mouth resuscitation. In any 
event, make sure the airways are open 


Jack Thompson is a long-time 
associate of Soldier of Fortune 
Magazine. Currently a personal 
security consultant and trainer^ 
Jack’s combat experience spans 
the globe. He first served in the , 
USMC in Vietnam for five years, 
fought in Rhodesia with both the 
SAS and Selous Scouts for six years 
and has trained fireedom fighters in 
Central America while providing 
bodyguard services for cfiplomatic 


and that they stay clear throughout the 
procedures that follow so oxygen can 
continue to enter the lungs and feed 
the brain. 

Bleeding — Stop or slow external 
bleeding. Oxygen is delivered to the 
body’s vital organs by the blood; if a 
person is losing blood, he is losing his 
body’s transportation system for ox¬ 
ygen. Some common methods of halt¬ 
ing the blood flow from an open 
wound are: applying direct pressure on 
the wound itself; use of pressure points 
on major arteries between the wound 
and the heart; and, as a last resort, 
using a tourniquet. The idea is to 
promote the coagulation of blood 
around the wound and to restrict fur¬ 
ther blood flow to the affected area. 

, Circulation/Chest wounds—Check 
the pulse. This is the only way to find 
out whether the heart is pumping and 
capable of delivering blood — and ox¬ 
ygen — throughout the body. To do 
this, first place two fingers (not your 
thumb; it has a strong pulse of its own) 
on the radial artery in the arm or wrist. 
Then check the carotid artery in the 
neck by placing your fingers on either 
side of the windpipe. 

If there is no pulse, begin cardiac 
resuscitation by placing the heel of the 
hand just under the sternum and, with 
the other hand on top, push down 
hard. Repeat this 15 times. What you 
are doing here is manually pumping 
the heart. Cardiac resuscitation is 
usually used in conjunction with 
mouth-to-mouth; the two together are 
called cardiopulmonary resuscitation 
(CPR). 

Now check for a special wound 
called a “sucking chest wound,’’ 
where the lung is punctured and is in 
danger of collapsing, rendering it in¬ 
capable of delivering oxygen to the 
blood. You can recognize a sucking 
chest wound either by sight or sound 
— you can actually hear air passing in 
and out of a hole in the lung, which 
accounts for the sucking sound. After 
determining that someone has a chest 
wound of this type, it is important to 
make an airtight seal around the 
wound bandage, both front and back if 

Continued on page 101 
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Wetn’Wikl 


Good clean fun tor all ages. Just pull the trigger and these amazing 
battery-powered fun guns shoot a pulsating jet stream of water 25 to 30 
feet. It’s a sensational way to play around at home, the beach, picnics, 
or on a vacation. Buy a full set so you and your frienjds are always 
armed for some serious fun. 




_ Stete_ 


MODEL 403 - RIFLE 

?24f,o«"*46 

• Uses 4 C Bakeries 
(not inclMdect) ^ 

• 26’‘ overall 


FOR 




95 

^FOR ONE 
I FOR TWO 

Retractable 
shoulder 
stock 
Uses 
4C 
Balter 
ies 
(not 

included) 

UVi” overall 

ORDER DEPARTMENT OPEN 

MONDAY THRU FRIDAY, EASTERN TIME, 

7:3Afljn. * 8:00 p.m. 

SATURDAY 8:30a.m. - 2:30p.m. 

To order by mall, use coupon or~Mparate 
sheet. Mall payment or credit card informa¬ 
tion with expiration date, card number 
and signature. P 
Satisfaction guaranteed. Just return unused 
within 2 weeks with all parts In original 
package for refund. ■ ^ 

ORDERS OUT OF U.S.A. 

No credit cards or checks accepted. Payment must be by money order 
In U.S. funds. 

FOR CANADA; Shipping and handling charges for each gun are $8.00. 


• Motorized pulsating 
jet stream action 

• Over 250 shots a minute 

• Realistic machine gun sound 

• Refillable water cartridge 

• Black matte non-glare finish 


Cali toll free for credit card orders: 

1 - 800 - 231-9279 

In Florida call (305) 635-2411 

Sorry No COD Orders 


Knifeco RO. 

Please send me 

8 1 Model 400 
2 Model 400 
□ 1 Model 401 
□ 2 Model 401 

H 1 Model 403 
2 Model 403 


Box 5271, 


Water Gun 
Water Guns 
Water Gun (S 
Water Guns 
Water Gun ( 
Water Guns 


Hialeah Lakes, FL 33014 

$11.95 plus $3.00 shipping and handling. 
@ $21.95 plus $5.00 shipping and handling. 
t $16.95 plus $3.00 shipping and handling. 
® $31.95 plus $5.00 shipping and handling. 
^ $24.95 plus $5.00 shipping and handling. 
@ $46.95 plus $5.00 shipping and handling. 


Charge my: 

□ MasterCard 
3 Visa 

AMEX 

□ Check 
Enclosed 

□ Money 
Order 


□ SPECIAL! All 3 Water Guns $49.95 plus $5.00 shipping and handling. 


Credit 
Card No.:L 


Expiration 

Date: 


Authorized Signature:_ 

Name___Phone. 


FULL COLOR CATALOG: $2.00 - FREE WITH ORDER 
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BOOKSHELF 

Books for the Professional Adventurer 
SOF EXCHANGE • P.O. Box 687, Boulder, CO 80306 
Phone (303) 449-3750 


The Elite: Story of the Rhodesian SAS by 

Barbara Cole. The exploits of the famed 
Rhodesian Special Air Service from its incep¬ 
tion to its disbandment. 

#8019 — Hardcover $25.00 
#8024 — Paperback $10.95 

#8023 — Now available in a special collec¬ 
tors’ edition. Handsomely bound in leather, 
with matching leather bookmark and gold leaf 
trim, this book contains its own protective 
cover. $100.00 



Selous Scouts 
■R>pSecmi\\&r 



Li,Col. Ron Reid Daty 
Stiff 




#8001 - Selous Scouts 
" Top Secret War 
by Lt. Col. Ron Reid Daly. 
Describes the role of this 
famous unit in Rhodesia’s 
war against terrorism. 
$30.00 



#8006 - 

Knife Self-Defense 
for Combat 

by Michael D. Echanis. 
First in a series dealing 
with hand-to-hand com¬ 
bat as taught to the Spe¬ 
cial Warfare Branches of 
the United States Military. 
$7.95 



#8012 - An Illustrated 
Guide to Modern 
Elite Forces 
by Max Walmer. A con¬ 
cise guide to today’s elite 
forces of the world. Over 
34 units are covered from 
17 different countries. 160 
pages filled with b&w and 
color photos. $9.95 



#8022 - 

The Best of Survive 

A handy guide comprising 
the finest how-to articles 
from Omega’s Survive 
Magazine: critical informa¬ 
tion on firearm uge and 
safety, home security, 
emergency food, shelter, 
clothing and more. A must 
for anyone interested in 
personal survival. $2.95 



#8007 - Basic Stick 
Fighting for Combat 
by Michael D. Echanis. 
Third in the series on 
hand-to-hand combat/ 
special weapons and spe¬ 
cial tactics. 

$9.50 



#8021 - 

The Soldier of Fortune. 

Adapted from Soldier of 
Fortune Magazine. A 
book filled with photos 
and stories of the elite 
men and elite units. Spe¬ 
cially priced at $7.95 



#8003 - Merc: American 
Soldiers of Fortune 

by Jay Mallin and Robert 
K. Brown. An eye¬ 
opening account of the 
lives, ideals and adven¬ 
tures of today’s soldiers of 
fortune. Hardcover. 
$14.95 


#8010- 

Secrets of Underground 
Organizations 

Originally published by the 
Special Operations Re¬ 
search Office, under the 
auspices of the U.S. Army, 
this comprehensive work 
reveals how underground 
operations are conceived, 
developed and organized. 
$9.95 


#8025 - Mercenary 
Commander 

Here’s the inside story of 
mercenary work — Africa 
style. From the 1960s Bel¬ 
gian Congo to the 1980s 
Seychelles, Colonel Jerry 
Puren fights the wars only 
the toughest can survive. 
384 pages with excellent 
photographs. Hardcover. 
$30.00 


#8011 — Elite Fighting Units by David Eshe!. A comprehensive book on the world’s elite forces. Starting with the British Commandos of WWIl and the birth of 
the SAS, to the ops of the USMC in the Pacific. 205 pages with b&w and color photos throughout. $19.95 

#8020 — Shoot a Handgun by Dave Arnold. A complete manual of simplified handgun instructions. For beginners and experts, it’s the type of book that the 
shooter can refer to, get ideas from, study, re-read time and again, (not shown) $9.95 


r 

Mall to: SOF EXCHANGE, SF 1/88, P.O. Box 687, Boulder CO 80306 j SOF EXCHANGE BOOKSHELF 

BOOK # 

QUANTITY 
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I payment: 

1 

I DVISA □ MASTERCARD □ CHECK ENCLOSED 
{ Card # 

1 










1 
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Postage & Handling 

3.6% Sales Tax (Colorado res.) 
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1 

1 CITY STATE_ZIP 


1 We accept telephone orders on MasterCard & VISA — call us at (303) 449- 
1 3750. Sorry, no collect calls acceptedl PLEASE INCLUDE $1.75 FOR THE 
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1 POSTAGE AND HANDLING. Overseas orders add 30%. PLEASE ALLOW 4-6 
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HAPPY HOLIDAYS » HAPPY HOLIDAYS » HAPPY HOLIDAYS 


BUCKLES 


» 




^ #7010 SOF Logo Pewter Buckie $6.95 
#7011 SOF Logo Stainless Buckie $9.95 
#7012 SOF Logo Military Buckie Silver $11.95 
#7013 SOF Logo Military Buckle Black $11.95 
#7014 Web Belt Black $3.50 

#7020 SOF Logo Lapel Pin Red $3.50 ^ 

#7021 SOF Logo Lapel Pin Silver $5.00 
#7022 SOF Logo Beret Badge Red $7.00 
#7023 SOF Logo Beret Badge Silver $8.00 
#7024 SOF Logo Beret Badge Black $8.00 
#7043 SOF Logo Lapel Pin Gold $5.00 
#7053 Tyrant Badge $5.95 

#1050 SOF Bush Shirt (s,in,i,xl) $24.95 
#1515 SOF Tour Jacket Black (s,m,l,xl) $49.95 
#1515 SOF Tour Jacket Black (xxi) $51.95 
#7051 SOF Tie Navy $12.50 
#5004 SOF Duffle Bag Black $16.50 ^ 


isf 


ODDS & ENDS 


JL #2001 Beret Maroon (sizes 6^/^ thru 7^M) $13.95 
#2002 SOF Logo Maroon Ball Cap $5.95 
#2004 SOF Black Ball Cap w/scrambled eggs $8.95 
#2010 Field Cap (8,m,l,xl) $21.95 


#7001 SOF Logo Patch Red $2.50 
#7002 SOF Logo Patch > OD $2.50 
#7003 Camo Shield Patch $4.95 
#7060 SOF Magazine Patch $4.C1 ^ 


#7070 SOF Logo Mug (12 oz.) $5.95 
#7054 SOF Logo Pen $14.95 
#7050 SOF Luggage Tag $4.95 
#7045 SOF Logo Zippo Lighter OD $13.00 
#7033 SOF Magazine Binder $7.95 
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ITEM NO. 

SIZE 

AMOUNT 

















T-ShIrts available In S, M, L, XL. TOTAL 

XXL available for $1.00 addition¬ 
al. Please Include $1.75 for the Postage & Handling 
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for each additional Item for post- 
age and handling. Overseas ' . 

orders add 30%. Please allow 4-6 total 

weeks for delivery. 
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ARVN^s few M48A3 Patton 90mni gun medium tanks were generally superior to the NVA’s Soviet _ 

T-54s and Chinese Type 59 100mm gun tanks, and they played an important part in delaying the SOF VIETNAM 
NVA advance in northern I Corps. Photo: Ed Besch - 

BLUEPRIIVT FOR 

VICTORY 

America’s Missed Opportunity at Vinh 

by Edwin W. Besch 


In response to the 1972 North Vietnamese 
offensive, the United States launched un¬ 
precedented, and initially successful, bomb¬ 
ing raids against North Vietnam (NVN) and 
mined its ports and rivers. North Vietnam 
countered by using Chinese ports and dis¬ 


persing its logistics efforts, rendering the 
bombing and mining less effective. NVN 
forces in South Vietnam, however, were 
overextended, had suffered terrible losses 
and desperately needed replacements and re¬ 
supply. The author, a CIA intelligence 


analyst stationed in Saigon, believed that 
North Vietnam was ripe for an amphibious 
counterstrike against vital communications 
inside North Vietnam, which could have 
ended the war fa vorably for the United States 
and South Vietnam. 
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I N mid-1972, during the North Viet¬ 
namese communist offensive, the United 
States had a unique opportunity to mount an 
amphibious operation that may well have 
resulted in victory for South Vietnam and 
the United States. 

President Nixon ordered resumption of 
the aerial offensive against North Vietnam 
in April 1972, shortly after the communist 
offensive began. Unprecedented B-52 
bombing raids against Haiphong and the 
outskirts of Hanoi, and strong reinforce¬ 
ment of U.S. air forces in Southeast Asia 
made the air strikes against NVN lines of 
communication, supply storage areas and 
fuel depots extraordinarily effective. The 
North Vietnamese air force was shot out of 
the air trying to intercept the raids, and 
NVN was forced to use intensive antiair¬ 
craft fire and many SA-2 SAMs, often fired 
in unguided volleys, in attempts to blunt the 
aerial blows. 

In mid-May, President Nixon ordered a 
blockade of NVN’s ports and rivers by min¬ 
ing, which prevented Soviet fuel tankers 
and cargo ships of many nations from sup¬ 
plying NVN’s military and civilian needs, 
ilie mining only temporarily halted sup¬ 
plies from reaching NVN, since within two 
months supplies began entering NVN’s 


northern border via Chinese ports, but it did 
make NVN’s supply lines longer and more 
vulnerable to air attack, and it halted the 
supply flow for two critical months. 

The North Vietnamese reacted with char¬ 
acteristic determination and resourceful¬ 
ness, They dispersed their supply depots, 
expanded their road network and evacuated 
unneeded civilians from Hanoi and 
Haiphong to the countryside. But, while 
they were able to continue the war in the 
South and defend most of their territorial 
gains, the North Vietnamese suffered 
tremendous physical and psychological 
losses. Even NVN’s official party newspa¬ 
per, Nhan Dan, admitted that the bombing 


LEFT: Vietnam Marine division celebrated 
recapture of Quang Tri Citadel in this 
Saigon exhibit, but it was a costly 
U.S.-GVN strategic error that paved the 
way for the 1975 disaster. Photo: Ed Besch 


ABOVE: Soviet Sagger antitank missiles 
captured from the NVA. Photo: Ed Besch 


had caused ‘^very serious economic prob¬ 
lems.” 

By early June, the war had reached a 
turning point. The communists’ three main 
thrusts had failed to achieve their major 
objectives in the South, and their forces 
were seriously weakened and overex¬ 
tended. Government of Vietnam (GVN) 
forces had largely recovered from their ini¬ 
tial shock and, heartened by emphatic U.S. 
responses to the enemy offensive, were re¬ 
gaining confidence and strength. Over¬ 
whelming air strikes, the naval blockade of 
NVN’s ports and President Nixon’s surpris¬ 
ing diplomatic successes in Peking and 
Moscow combined to seriously lower North 
Vietnamese morale at a time when all major 
North Vietnamese Army (NVA) combat 
units were fully committed outside of NVN. 
And NVN was more dependent than ever on 
its lines of communication as it fought a 
conventional war in Laos and South Viet¬ 
nam and supplied the Khmer communists in 
Cambodia. In short, the NVN homeland 
was now more vulnerable to a decisive 
counterstrike than at any time in the war. 

Initially, I shared the euphoria in Saigon 


and Washington about the success of the 
bombing and mining. With increasing dis¬ 
may, however, I noted the effectiveness of 
NVN’s response to the blockade. 1 realized 
that a third, even more direct and decisive 
way to cripple NVN’s will to fight must be 
found. 

By this time, I had been a CIA intelli¬ 
gence analyst at the U.S. Embassy for over 
a year. Although a civilian, I was still very 
strongly influenced by my Naval Academy 
education in seapower and my training and 
experiences as a Marine Corps infantry offi¬ 
cer. My partially disabled right arm (due to 
wounds received while commanding ”E” 
Company, 2nd Battalion, 4th Marines dur¬ 
ing Operation Prairie I south of the DMZ in 
1966), which ended my Marine Corps 
career, gave me a special “score” to settle 
with the communists. My new bride, Don¬ 
na, who accompanied me to Saigon, and 1 
shared an even stronger belief that the Viet- 



Soviet M46 130mm field gun (top) and 
Chinese Type 59-1 130mm field gun (below) 
were formidable weapons against firebases 
designed to withstand only mortar and 
rocket attacks. Dispersed in pairs and 
carefully concealed, they were difficult to 
locate and destroy. Photo: Ed Besch 

namese people and their culture and reli¬ 
gions were worth defending against the per¬ 
versions of communist philosophy and a 
totalitarian government. These factors 
heightened my commitment to winning the 
war; my job gave me exceptionally good 
access to information about both sides; and 
my Navy/Marine Corps professional train¬ 
ing versed me in the use of amphibious 
operations as a strategic tool. 

Few captains, especially retired ones, 
ever have the opportunity to decisively in¬ 
fluence the outcome of a major war, but my 
turn would come shortly, when I briefed 
Ambassador Ellsworth Bunker and senior 
members of U.S. agencies who composed 
the Mission Council. 

I knew that anti-war feelings in the Unit- 
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ed States would not allow a major reintro¬ 
duction of American troops to fight a bloody 
ground war to retake lost territory, but the 
unprecedented vulnerability of the North 
Vietnamese homeland (for die first time, all 
NVN main force divisions were committed 
to the battlefields in the South and Laos) 
suggested that an amphibious assault with 
minimum force there could be a less costly, 
but more certain, means of cutting the vital 
communications to its forces inside South 
Vietnam and, possibly, ending the war. 

I had no information about potential land¬ 
ing sites in North Vietnam, but Vinh, at the 
junction of NVN’s northern **pan*’ and its 
southern “panhandle,” had been suggested 
earlier in the war. Seizing a coastal enclave 
at Vinh would have severed the fuel pipeline 
and direct communications to the DMZ and 
the four southern passes leading to the Ho 
Chi Minh Trail network in Laos, leaving 
only a circuitous route through northern 
Laos. Concentrated bombing there could 
have reduced the supply flow to a trickle, far 
below the requirements of a depleted NVA 
dependent on fuel, ammunition and repair 
parts for its heavy weapons. 

Aware of the concentration of high-level 


Sites of North Vietnamese army attacks 
during 1971-1972. 

Effect of concentrated B-52 strikes is 
apparent near An Loc, where Allied air 
power hammered three NVA divisions 
against anvil of surrounded ARVN units. 
Photo: Ed Besch 



U.S. military and civilian planners on the 
Indochina War at this critical juncture, I 
looked for some inkling at the embassy or 
from stateside that an obvious, (to me) 
amphibious strike at Vinh was at least being 
considered. But none surfaced, and I began 
to emphasize North Vietnamese counter¬ 


measures against the mining and bombing 
in daily briefings to Ambassador Bunker 
and the Mission Council. 

Finally, during a Mission Council meet¬ 
ing in late June or early July, an especially 
perceptive member said, “Ed, you seem to 
be disparaging the mining and bombing. 
What would you do?” Given an unprece¬ 
dented and precious opportunity, I quickly 
summarized my thoughts as I walked to the 
large Indochina map in the rear of the 
embassy conference room and began my 
impromptu argument for executing an 
amphibious operation at Vinh with the U.S. 
3rd Marine Division, then on Okinawa; the 
Vietnamese Marine Division; and a Viet¬ 
namese airborne brigade. I pointed out that: 

• All NVA regular forces, except new 
units forming, were overextended outside 
NVN and had suffered heavy losses. 

• NVN’s forces in the South were more 
dependent than ever before on supply lines 
and were thus more vulnerable now because 
of their need for troop replacements, POL 
(petroleum, oil and lubricants), tank and 
artillery ammunition, and repair parts. 

• A landing at Vinh would sever, not 
merely interdict temporarily, the lines of 
communication directly to the DMZ and all 
four southern passes to the Ho Chi Minh 
Trail, leaving only one circuitous route 
through northern Laos open. 

• President Nixon’s visits to Moscow 
and Peking had diplomatically isolated 
NVN and practically eliminated the threat 
of Chinese military intervention in response 
to a limited invasion of NVN. 

• The Vietnamese Marine Division and 
an airborne brigade defending the My 
Chanh River line north of Hue could be 
replaced by the 21st ARVN Division, then 
involved in an obviously futile effort to 
reopen Route 13 in III Corps area. (The 21st 
ARVN division had an excellent combat 
record in the Delta. It suffered desertions 
enroute to III Corps and proved incapable of 
successfully attacking the decimated but 
stubborn and well dug-in 7th NVA Division 
along a predictable avenue of approach. It 
was surely capable of defensive combat be¬ 
hind a river line, but it would no doubt have 
been necessary to move it to I Corps under 
close guard to avoid wholesale desertions.) 

• Consistent and reliable information 
from prisoners, defectors and captured 
documents indicated that communist units 
in northern I Corps were greatly under¬ 
strength and demoralized; they could not 
mount and sustain another serious attack 
against Hue. (I had seeiyecent reports from 
at least one battalion in each North Viet¬ 
namese regiment indicating that average 
battalion strength was below 50 men, which 
was probably indicative of overall 
strength.) 

• A small enclave at Vinh, vital to NVN, 
could be traded in future negotiations for 
communist territory captured in the South, 
thus removing communist bases for future 
operations. 

Then I resumed my usual briefing about 
the previous day’s military activities. 
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Ambassador Bunker, who had recom¬ 
mended an invasion of Laos to cut the Ho 
Chi Minh Trail as early as 1967, remained 
silent. A few days later 1 gained the impres¬ 
sion that Ambassador Bunker had discussed 
my suggestion with General Creighton 
Abrams, commander, U.S. Military Assis¬ 
tance Command, Vietnam (MACV), when 
he pointedly mentioned that General 
Abrams expected another offensive against 
Hue, which was presumably a reason for 
rejecting a distant counterstrike using the 
Vietnamese Marine Division and an air¬ 
borne brigade. But my estimate turned out 
to be correct: No significant attacks against 
Hue occurred again. I still hoped that the 

Author (standing, right) briefing Mission 
Council and Dr. Henry Kissinger (striped 
tie) about six weeks after he proposed strike 
at Vinh. Photo: State Department 



THE 1972 NORTH 
VIETNAMESE 
OFFENSIVE 

The 1972 North Vietnamese com¬ 
munist offensive may seem, like the 
1968 Tet Offensive, to have been only 
another bloody anticlimax to the final 
tragedy of Vietnam in 1975. But in both 
the 1968 and 1972 offensives, while mil¬ 
itary victory eluded the communists, 
they achieved important political goals 
that first curtail^, then ended direct 
U.S. military involvement in Indochina. 

Unprecedented communist use of 
conventional weapons — tanks, 
medium artillery, armored personnel 
carriers and surface-to-air missiles — in 
1972 undoubtedly wais prompted by suc¬ 
cesses they helped acMeve in Laos a year 
earlier. L^ Son 719—the major South 
Vietnamese raid into Laos during Spring 
1971 disrupted; infiltration and 
preempted any major communist offen¬ 
sive in South Vietnam during 1971, 
buying more time for Government of 
Vietnam (GVN) forces to build up and 
take over from withdrawing U.S. forces. 
On the other hand, communist tanks and 
artillery caught South Vietnamese forces 
unprepared as they withdrew, inflicting 
serious losses and temporarily demoral¬ 
izing some units. This probably con¬ 
vinced General Giap and his planners in 
Hanoi, and their backers in Moscow and 
Beijing, that modern conventional 
weapons in the hands of the North Viet¬ 
namese Army (NVA) would be the key 
to overcoming the numerical and fire¬ 
power superiority of the Soutii Viet¬ 
namese forces and shatter their morale. 
By mid-1971, large numbers of tanks, 
armored personnel x^afriers (APCs), 
artillery, SA-2 and SA-7 surface-to-air 
missiles (SAMs), and portable Sagger 
antitank missiles began to arrive from 
the Soviet Union, China and Eastern 


Europe. New army units were formed, 
and replacements exceeding those com¬ 
mitted to the 1968 Tet Offensive entered 
die infiltration pipelines to Laos, Cam¬ 
bodia and South Vietnam by September 
1971, 

The NVA tested its shift from guerril¬ 
la to conventional tactics with a carefully 
orchestrated general offensive on the 
eastern edge of the Plaine des Jarres in 
Laos during early December 1971. 
Three NVA divisions, supported by dis¬ 
persed and carefully concealed pairs of 
i30mm guns, which outranged defend¬ 
ers’ 105mm and 155mm howitzers, 
drove General Vang Pao’s Meo irregu¬ 
lars and Thai mercenaries from their hill¬ 
top firebases, while bad weather hin¬ 
dered aerial observation and close air 
support. These tactics — sudden, heavy 
artillery preparation preceding massive 
infantry assaults, sometimes accompa¬ 
nied by tanks and under cover of bad 
wither to hinder Allied close air sup¬ 
port— set the pattern frequently used by 
the NVA in South Vietnam during 1972. 

In South Vietnam, the communist 
buildup of two new NVA divisions (2nd 
and 320th), a medium tank battalion and 
122mm field artillery in the western 
highlands was watched anxiously as Tet 
passed quietly, but reports of a coming 
‘■general offensive” seemed exagger¬ 
ated. In fact, the communists had ably 
concealed the scale of their buildup of 
heavy weapons just above the DMZ and 
inside Cambodia opposite III Corps. 

The NVA struck its first major blow in 
South Vietnam with a surprise three- 
division assault across the DMZ during 
Easter weekend at the beginning of 
April, while cities throughout the 
Mekong Delta received rocket and mor¬ 
tar attacks. The following week, three 
NVA divisions shattered an Array of the 
Republic of Vietnam (ARVN) regiment 
and supporting armor at Loc Ninh, in 
Northern III Corps; besieged the 5th 


ARVN Division’s headquarters and its 
other two regiments at An Loc farther 
south, and cut Route 13 to Saigon. Final¬ 
ly, during the first week in May, the 
communists staged their long-awaited 
attack in the western highlands. The 
1972 spring-summer general offensive 
eventudly threatened almost eveiy ma¬ 
jor populated area and line of com¬ 
munications in South Vietnam, with the 
three main blows directed against Quang 
Tri-Hue, Kontum Province and the 
Route 13 approach to Saigon. 

The 1972 Offensive was different 
from previous communist offensives in 
the heavy use of armor, field artillery 
and small, portable antitank guided mis¬ 
siles and SAMs, which had varying 
effects on overall NVA combat capabili¬ 
ties because of poor coordination and 
lack of combined-arms training. 

The NVA reinforced its main infantry 
thrusts with two types of armor battal¬ 
ions. A medium tank battalion at full 
strength consisted of about 31 Soviet 
T-54, T-54A, T-54B, or Chinese Type 
59 (copy of T-54A) lOOmm gun tante, 
which were generally inferior to the 
ARVN’s few M48A3 Patton 9()nun gun 
medium tanks. NVA tank battalions 
were organized on Soviet/Chinese mod¬ 
els into three companies of 10 tanks 
each. Several ZSU-57-2 twin 57mra 
antiaircraft (AA) guns or Chinese twin 
37mm AA guns on T-34 tank chassis 
were sometimes attached to a battalion. 

The second type of NVA armor battal¬ 
ion was similar in organization to an 
ARVN armored cavalry squadron with 
its light tank company and two com¬ 
panies of APCs, but it was smaller in 
size. An NVA light tank company had 
seven to 10 Chinese Type 63 amphibious 
light tanks copied from the Soviet PT-76 
(which they usually were misidentified 
as), but the Type 63 mounted an 85ram 

Contiavcfl on next page 
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Vinh operation was being considered at the 
highest planning levels in Saigon and 
Washington, to which I did not have access. 

Several weeks later, around 19 August, I 
briefed the Mission Council when National 
Security Adviser Henry Kissinger was pres¬ 
ent. I did not propose the amphibious strike 
again at that time because: 

• I believed (incorrectly) that Ambassa¬ 
dor Bunker already had discussed my sug¬ 
gestion with General Abrams; it would have 
been inappropriate to go over their heads. 

• The opportunity for an amphibious 
strike had largely passed, because the Unit¬ 
ed States and No^ Vietnam had resumed 
cease-fire negotiations. 

• The formality of the briefing and Dr. 
Kissinger’s evident impatience made it very 
difficult to interject an extemporaneous dis¬ 
cussion. 

As I described recent military contacts. 


Dr. Kissinger fiddled with a pencil until I 
briefed a report that North Vietnam ex¬ 
pected the port of Haiphong to be open to 
shipping by December 1972. He asked rhe¬ 
torically (and somewhat arrogantly), 
“Well, what makes them think they can do 
that?’ ’ But it turned out that the North Viet¬ 
namese were only three months off in their 
timetable, and they seemed to have a better 
grasp of the future than our chief foreign 
policy expert. Our national planners seemed 
to nurture overconfidence in air power and 
superior U.S. technology, leaving little 
room for appreciation of North Vietnamese 
determination and capabilities that would 
require further confrontation in a “primi¬ 
tive” amphibious assault. 

The bombing and mining helped bring 
North Vietnam back to the negotiating table 
by mid-July 1972, initially with “hat in 
hand” but later a stiffening attitude. The 


Government of Vietnam eventually coun¬ 
terattacked, but very cautiously. In many 
areas, the Army of the Republic of Vietnam 
(ARVN) had only marginal numerical su¬ 
periority, replacements were not adequately 
trained and some commanders lacked 
aggressiveness to exploit their tremendous 
superiority in firepower. The weakened 
communists dug in and effectively used 
their infantry weapons and a few artillery 
pieces to repel ARVN assaults while they 
deterred major counteroffensives by con¬ 
ducting their own limited attacks. 

Saigon’s exaggerated concern over the 
threat to Hue delayed the Airbome/Marine 
drive to retake Quang Tri City, the only 
provincial capital lost to the communists, 
until NVA forces had sufficiently recovered 
and organized a desperate defense. The 
GVN’s two best divisions were wasted in a 
bloody offensive to retake this non- 
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strategic, symbolic pile of nibble in mid- 
September. The opportunity to exploit 
Allied advantages of air and sea mobility by 
launching the amphibious option at Vinh 
during June-July 1972 passed as the Hue 
perimeter was extended, and heavy casual¬ 
ties forced full commitment of Ae Viet¬ 
namese Airborne and Marine Divisions. 
The North Vietnamese suffered very heavy 
casualties themselves, but they had pinned 
down South Vietnam’s strategic reserve and 
prevented its employment against far more 
strategic terrain elsewhere. 

Continued on page 89 


Soviet T-54A tank and BTR-50PK APC 
(rear) captured by Airborne and Marine 
Divisions, respectively, during 1972 
Offensive. Photo: Ed Besch 



The southern communists had been deci^ 
mated during that offensive and 
quent fighting so that by 1974 only two 
communist regiments^ the understrengtb 
D-1 and D-3 VC Main Force RegUnents 
in die Delta, were stiU composed mostly 
; ■■otSOiipite 

South Vietnamese Marine and Air¬ 
borne DivisJons, which constituted the 
GVN’s strategic reserve, were dearly 
superior in fighting qualities to any unit 
the NVA fielded, and the and 7th i 
ARVN divisions were probably also su¬ 
perior to the NVA on a man-for-man 
basis. But other ARVN units generally 
g, ■ .weie!;;i|||i;:disi||||p| 

than their NVA oounteiparts* although ' S, 
ARVN divisions had considerably more 
firqxiwer and mobility assets as well as 
incomparable logistics bacjcup. (The 
communists would remedy many ofi; 
these shortcomings before the final 
offensive in 1975.) 

During the 1972 Offensive, the com¬ 
munists inflicted terrible losses on the 
Government of Vietnam, shook confi¬ 
dence in Vietnamization, sbized oon- 
sitferable territory, seriously threatened 
important population centers and caused 
600,000 refugees to further burden the 
GVN. They had reversed the Padfica- 
tion Program and^ most _iin|>ortantly, se¬ 
cured important forward base areas for 
fiiture offensive operations (the mces- 
sant *:*nibbling^’ which , sapped OVN 
strength and morale in 1973-74 and seti 
the stage for the fatal blows in 105). 

Nevertheless, the communists failed 
to achieve their major territorial object 

sistance by South Vietnam^ military 
forces and civilian population^ massive 
aerial bombardment by U.S^ air forces 
, and GiS. logistic support, and oyerex^ 
tension of communist forces and re¬ 
sources committed, simuKaneously to 
major operations in South Vietnam and 
Laos (winch they probably had hoped to 


knock out quickly) and, to a small ex^ 
tent, Cambodia. Communist ovemonfi- 
1 dence and inflexibility played their part 
in defeat also, and a lack of coordination 
between infantry and supporting arms, 
especially tanks, frequently blunted 
attacks and Resulted in irreplaceable 
losses. By early June, the communists’ 
most seveie blows had been struck, and 
although they would achieve further suc- 
cesse^ in southern I Corps and the Delta, 
President Tbibu confidently (and with 
reasonable accuracy) asserted that the 
communists * ‘ do not have the capacity to 
do anything more” {Time, 12 June 

HiUlfc:. 

^ Tbe costly limited gains achieved in 
, 1972 set the stage for the final comma- 
“ nist takeover in 1975, after a war-weary 
United States withdrew its troops and 
eveh much of its logisticil support^ By 
dien, the NVA had assimilated the com¬ 
bat lessons of 1972 in the coordination of 
combined arms; It had been supplied 
with even grcater quantities of heavy 
weapons by the Soviets, Chinese and 
Eastern Europeans — in violation of the 
Ceasefire Agreement — and it had fiiliy 
re-equipped and strengthened its forces 
and greatly expanded its logistics net¬ 
work in the South — again in violation 
pf the Ceasefire Agreement, Lastly, die 
end of the war in Laos enabled the NVA 
to shift several additional divisions into 
South Vietnam. 

After the 1972 Offensive and subse- 
quent ceasefire declared on 28 January 
“103, the Thieu government failed tb 
solve the critical problem of poor lead¬ 
ership that prevented the ARVN from 
reorganizing more effectively for large- 
scale conventional warfare, improving 
training and raising combat units to full 
strength to mateh the comriiunist buildup 
during 1973-74. Instead of trying to iitr 
crease its popular support and institute 
vital reforms, the Thieu government be- 
c^rn^i more repressive. Simultaneous,ly, ,, 


die cutbacks in U.S. mOitacy aid reduced 
allowable, fuel and ammunition usages 
by South Vietnamese forces during the 
protracted war that followed the 1973 
“ceasefire” and perhaps fatally under¬ 
mined the confidence of AR V N generals 
and troops alike. 

Although the ceasefire period was 
frustrating and often bloody , it did de¬ 
crease the bloodshed to some degree, 
and it gave both sides a chance to work 
i out a compromise. But both sides pur¬ 
sued limited military objectives instead. 
Gomniunist attacks on isolated popu¬ 
lated areas lowered ARVN and popular 
morale, inflicted casualties and dam¬ 
aged the economy. GVN forces con¬ 
ducted spoiling attacks, counterattacks 
and operations to remove communist en¬ 
claves along the coast and in disputed 
territoiy ,. hut they became overextended 
and could not cope with the continuing 
eommuriist buildup. 

Tbe South Vietnamese collapse began 
in March I05^at Ban Me Thuot (which 
was not attacked during 102) in the 
lower central highlands. There, com¬ 
munist infantry; tanks and artillery de¬ 
stroyed the 23rd ARVN Division with¬ 
out precipitating U,S. military interven¬ 
tion^ Poor generalship then brought 
about a panic and rout that South Viet¬ 
namese patriotism, courage and fighting 
, abilities had forestalled with U.S. help 
ini9721 Tbe North Vietnamese and their 
Soviet and Chinese allies had kept their 
eyes focused on strategic goals, coin¬ 
cidentally using a strategy similar to that 
Usedby i^e Americans to win their inde¬ 
pendence, while the South Vietnamese 
‘ ‘fumbled * ’ and the United States looked 
away. 

p- Portions pf this article reprinted from 
Marine Corps Gazette, National 
Defense and ^/lipmafe. 
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SOF NICARAGUA 


FROM MOSQDIT 

Grassroots Support for 

Contra Cause 

Text & Photos by Wayne Sumstine 


I WAS beginning to wonder if I would 
ever make it to the Mosquito Coast. 
Last year I had tried to research a story on 
the indigenous peoples of the Caribbean 
coast, or “Mosquitia” as it is referred to by 
its inhabitants. But when I applied for per¬ 
mission from the Nicaraguan government to 
enter the area northwest of Puerto Cabezas, 
my request was turned down. Fighting was 
too heavy, they said. 

But now the Sandinistas had renewed and 
intensified their effort to make peace with 
the coastal peoples and it was being touted 
as a tremendous success. In fact, FSLN 
Ministry of Interior officials were saying 
that the Miskitos were returning to their 
homeland in droves from refugee camps in 
Honduras, and the program to reinstitute 
these people was quickly becoming a model 
for the rest of the world. 

With this excellent news in mind, I con¬ 
fidently reapplied for documentation that 
would allow me to go into Mosquitia. This 
time, I was told that, although the Miskitos 
do indeed support the Sandinista govern¬ 
ment, contra guerrillas had infiltrated the 
area and were using the jungle to stage spo¬ 
radic attacks. It was still not safe for outsid¬ 
ers to enter. Once again, permission was 
summarily denied. 

The reason for the refusal seemed plausi¬ 
ble on its face. But a question kept nagging 
at me. Why could I enter other war zones in 
Nicaragua, even those with heavy fighting 
such as the department of Jinotega, but the 
vast Mosquitia, which had only sporadic 
trouble, was completely off limits? 

I was aware, even from their own reports, 
that the Sandinistas had been trying for 
years to consolidate Mosquitia under their 
rule. In 1981 they had initiated a campaign 
to move the indigenous peoples to areas 
where they could be more easily “man¬ 
aged.” This effort was met by fierce 
opposition and resulted in the Sandinista 
army burning 60 or more native villages to 
the ground, slaughtering livestock and kill¬ 
ing many resistors. A reported 45,000 Indi¬ 
ans had fled the carnage across the river to 
live in makeshift refugee camps in Hon- 
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Author Wayne Sumstine is a screen¬ 
writer and documentary filmmaker with 
a graduate degree in communications 
from CBN University. He’s currently 
working on a novel. The Wangki, about 
Nicaragua. 


LEFT: Truman and KISAN soldier unload 
school and medical supplies from our dori 
at village of Turalaya. 

BELOW LEFT: Author and KISAN officer 
armed with Chinese-made AK-47 stand 
guard at the Nicaraguan village of Sih. The 
charred timbers here are from home of the 
local pastor. It was burned down by 
Sandinista raiding party dissatisfied with 
cooperation they were getting from locals. 

RIGHT: The village of Urdn, still 
smoldering from a fire caused by a 
Sandinista commando unit that slipped 
across the river. 




ABOVE: Zelaya Province includes 
sparsely populated and geographically 
isolated eastern half of Nicaragua. 
Patterned areas show distribution of 
Indian populations. 


duras. Those who stayed behind were relo¬ 
cated by the Sandinistas far into the interior 
of Nicaragua. But all this was supposedly 
changing — rapidly. 

After three more months of frustrated 
efforts to enter the area, I connected with a 
small American relief group called the “Salt 
and light Organization. ’ ’ ITiey had a bodega, 
or warehouse, in the jungle refugee camp of 
Auka, six miles from the Nicaraguan border. 
After doing reference checks, they agreed to 
allow me to come down and finish my re¬ 
search. I arrived in Auka after a torturous three 
days on a cargo boat from La Ceiba and a 
perilous trip overland from Puerto Lempira. 
Once there, I discovered that the Salt and 
Light staff consisted of one American who 
looked after the bodega and a Miskito refugee 
named Truman Cunningham. 

In addition to being the only Miskito in 
the area who spoke fluent English, Truman 
was native to the Rio Coco, knew every 
settlement well and was liked by all of the 
village leaders. 

Although he had lost relatives in the war 
with the Sandinistas, and the fighting had 
separated him from two brothers and a sis¬ 
ter, Truman assured me that the region was 
now very safe to enter. He said KISAN, the 
Miskito contra army, had secured the area 
far into Nicaragua, and there were no Sandi¬ 
nista forces present right now. Everyone 
everywhere in Mosquitia supported KISAN 
and they would never cooperate with the 
Sandinistas. As Truman had lived here all 
his life, was greatly respected by the other 


Miskitos and not prone to exaggeration, I 
felt confident in his evaluation. 

After a few days of acclimatizing, I began 
traveling with Truman through the jungle to 
remote Miskito villages along the Rio Coco 
and in Nicaragua to deliver school supplies 
and obtain health infonnation for a medical 
team that was scheduled to make the jour¬ 
ney at a later date. 

Our first day out, we encountered a 
KISAN foot patrol returning from the area 
around Puerto Cabezas. They had liaison 
with Miskito settlements throughout the re¬ 
gion and were depositing weapons in caches 
for the new offensive. 

I questioned the leader, Comandante 
Gamo, about reports from Nicaragua that 
many of the Miskitos were laying down 
their guns to receive the Sandinista peace 
proposal. He told me that a few Miskitos 
were indeed going to meet the Sandinistas 
unarmed. But these were usually the most 
ardent anti-Sandinista fighters, willing to 
take such risks in order to establish spear¬ 
head settlements where supplies and 
weapons could be stored. Even the Sandi¬ 
nistas knew this, he informed me, although 
they would not be likely to acknowledge it. 
In order to keep up the facade, the Sandinis¬ 
tas were supplying some Miskitos — fami¬ 
lies only — with three pounds of rice every 
two weeks. But more food could not be 
risked because they knew any “surplus” 
would be channeled to the Miskito guerril¬ 
las, In addition, the Sandinistas were often 
bully-searching the new settlements, trying 
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to find where weapons were being hidden. 

Two nights later, following an exhaust¬ 
ing trek to the Nicaraguan village of Utlima- 
ta, I collapsed onto my sleeping pad to listen 
to the screeching hordes of parrots flocking 
back across the Rio Coco to roost. Truman 
tuned in his shortwave radio to the nightly 
broadcast of '‘Costatidntica.” This half- 
hour program in the Miskito language goes 
out over Radio Sandino from Managua. 

Truman translated the evening’s format 
for me, which consisted of three songs in 
Miskito followed by a political message be¬ 
seeching the Indians to lay down their arms 
and no harm would come to them. Then 
came a few glowing testimonies of the good 
life now being enjoyed by the Miskitos who 
had already accepted the peace terms. Tru¬ 
man and the other Miskitos of the Utlimata 
area did not believe these reports. Some of 


them even lived in the small villages where 
these testimonies were purported to origi¬ 
nate. They did not know the individuals 
giving the reports, and clearly considered 
the program to be absurd propaganda. 

For the next several days, we traveled 
throughout the region to the 13 villages that 
were accessible by canoe or horseback and 
sent messengers to the other seven. During 
this time, I observed a few charred remains 
of earlier fire bombings (including Tru¬ 
man’s former house), and one that was still 
smoldering. 

I was told repeatedly in each village that 
the war against the Sandinistas was being 
fought by the Miskitos alone. They said 
they received no outside help from the Unit¬ 
ed States or from other contras. When I 
asked where they obtained their weapons, I 
was informed that they captured them from 


LEFT: The people of Sawa returning from 
Helds gather to hear messages over Sani 
Radio on movements of a marauding 
Sandinista unit. 

BELOW LEFT: The author and Raul on 
horses provided for their escape from the 
area by the villagers at Sawa. 

Cubans and Bulgarians killed in battle, and 
from raids on Sandinista military posts. I 
can’t verify or refute this information, but I 
did observe that the Miskitos were quite 
poorly outfitted. Those who didn’t have 
weapons often asked me if I could get any 
for them, and those who did have weapons 
— to the man — carried AK-47 assault 
rifles manufactured in China. 

At the end of the week, Truman became 
violently ill with a stomach disorder and 
was laid up for some time in the care of a 
Miskito medicine woman near the village of 
Sawa. As no one else in our party spoke 
English or Spanish, my thoughts turned to 
how I would eat and how I might get back 
safely to civilization. My first concern was 
quickly allayed by Miskito hospitality. 
Three times a day, women or children 
would come out of the jungle to my tent, 
bringing full-course hot meals. They’d 
watch curiously until I finished eating, then 
disappear back into the jungle with the 
plates. 

My second fear, however, was grounded 
in reality. A few days earlier, in another 
village, we had been warned that a Sandi¬ 
nista commando unit, 50 strong, had en¬ 
tered the area. They had been spotted at 
night near Turalaya, stealing food before 
slipping back into the jungle. From then on, 
their movements were monitored by wary 
jungle inhabitants, but nobody seemed quite 
sure what these marauding foreigners 
wanted. It wasn’t long before the news of 
their presence was broadcast to all settle¬ 
ments in Mosquitia over Sani (grapevine) 
Radio—the Miskito station based in Puerto 
Lempira, Honduras. 

W^ile Truman recuperated, a Spanish¬ 
speaking Miskito arrived from Livincric to 
inform me that the Sandinistas were aware 
of our presence in the area and had fair 
knowledge of our itinerary. They were 
advancing along the Rio Coco, most likely 
to intercept our “unauthorized” party. 

What I discovered next, to my consider¬ 
able relief, was that even a unit of 50 men 
could not achieve its objective without 
cooperation from the Indians. To confound 
the Sandinistas, some villagers had con¬ 
vinced one of their search parties that we 
had gone all the way upriver to the contested 
region beyond Anris. The commandos took 
off on what was surely an all-day wild goose 
chase. 

Then a coded message arrived over Sani 
Radio that KISAN would be willing to send 
in troops to drive out the commandos. 
KISAN forces could come overland to 
Klampa from their main base near Tapam- 
laya #2 and move downriver to Boon, but 
they would most likely have trouble pur- 


40 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


JANUARY 88 



ETHNIC MINORITIES IN 
NICARAGUA 

Nothing has damaged the Sandinistas’ 
carefully cultivated image more than 
their treatment of the ethnic minorities 
on Nicaragua’s Atlantic coast. 

For hundreds of years, Zelaya Prov¬ 
ince has been inhabited by Miskito, 
Rama and Sumo Indians as well as black 
Creoles, descendants of slaves brought 
in from the West Indies during the period 
when this area was a British protector¬ 
ate, The Miskitos are by far the largest 
Indian population, numbering some¬ 
where between 120,000 and 170,000 
and living mainly around Puerto Cabe- 
zas on the northern part of the coast and 
along the Coco River between Nicara¬ 
gua and Honduras. There are approx¬ 
imately 20,000 to 30,000 English- 
speaking blacks living around 
Bluefields, a town of about 25,000 on 
the southern part of the coast. 

The ethnic minorities are culturally, 
ethnically and economically distinct 
from all other Nicaraguans. Historical¬ 
ly, they have had great local autonomy. 
Somoza never bothered them much, 
probably because there wasn’t much in 
eastern Nicaragua that he wanted. Aside 
from some timber and mining activities 
in the northern half of the region, which 
provided jobs rather than disruptions in 
the lives of the inhabitants, the ethnic 
minorities were largely unaffected by 
the Somoza regime. The Atlantic region 
was geographically isolated, with only 
one road linking the Pacific with the port 
of Bluefields, and economically 
oriented toward the Caribbean rather 
than the rest of the country. 

Most Miskitos and others on the 
Atlantic didn’t participate in the 1978-79 
revolution and there was no fighting in 
their region. The Indian leaders believed 
that the Sandinistas would give their re¬ 
gion autonomy in exchange for this sup¬ 
port. Toward the end of the war a pla¬ 
toon of Miskitos even joined the Sandi¬ 
nistas in combat. 

Tensions began to develop soon after 
the Sandinistas took power in 1979. Peo¬ 
ple on the Atlantic coast were quickly 
turned off by the rhetoric of Sandinista 
Defense Committee leaders and by post¬ 
ers of Ho Chi Minh and Lenin that 
appeared on public buildings. The San¬ 
dinistas decided to impose greater cen¬ 
tralization over the entire country, in¬ 
cluding the Atlantic coast, and pursued 
programs to bring the revolution to the 
masses. 

Soon after the revolution, large num¬ 
bers of Sandinistas began moving into 
the area. By the end of 1981 there were 
an estimated 7,000 troops, about a 
fourth of them stationed around Puerto 
Cabezas, creating a militaiy presence 
much more intrusive than the National 



A famUy of naked, malnourished 
Miskito children in the area of Urdn. 
According to Radio Sandino broadcasts 
over **CostaU^tica** from Managua, 
the Indians in this area are well-cared 
for, with all their needs being met. 

Guard under Somoza. 

At about the same time many Cuban 
doctors, nurses and teachers began arriv¬ 
ing, often taking the place of trained 
personnel who lived in the areas. The 
literacy crusade imposed Spanish upon 
English-speaking minorities of the 
Atlantic coast, often by Cuban teachers. 

In October 1980, blacks in Bluefields 
finally protested the presence and be¬ 
havior of the Cuban teachers. The vio¬ 
lence was put down by the Sandinista 
military, and leaders of the spontaneous 
uprising were jailed. Aside from occa¬ 
sional contra forays across the border 
from Honduras, the Bluefields uprising 
was the first major expression of violent 
opposition to the FSLN. 

Farther north, Miskitos boycotted 
Cuban-run classrooms, particularly in 
the rural areas along the Rio Coco. Mis¬ 
kito parents objected to Cuban teachers’ 
emphasis on politics and scorn for reli¬ 
gion, and they started keeping children 
out of school. When officids went look¬ 
ing for them, entire families disappeared 
into the bush. 

Attempts by the Miskitos to preserve 
their autonomy resulted, in early 1981, 
in the jailing and torture of Miskito lead¬ 
ers. In January and February 1981, the 
Sandinistas rounded up approximately 
8,500 Miskitos living in villages near the 
Honduran border and shipped them to 
relocation camps in the interior. Their 
homes, churches, crops and livestock 
were destroyed by soldiers. In 1982 
another 7,000 Misldtos and Sumos were 
uprooted from eight villages on the Rio 
Coco and moved into central Nicaragua 
to work on state coffee farms, and in 
1983 another 5,000 Miskitos were 
forced out of villages along the 70-mile 
road linking Puerto Cabezas to the gold 
mining area at La Rosita. Each reloca¬ 
tion also produced flights of thousands 
of Miskitos to Honduras or Costa Rica to 
escape prison or relocation. 

By 1984 the Sandinista rise to power 
had resulted in the following violations 


of Indians’ rights: 

• The entire Indian leadership was arbi¬ 
trarily arrested, imprisoned and interro¬ 
gated. 

• The Indians’ right to self-government, 
land and resources was denied by new 
government policies. 

• Up to 20,000 Indians were forcibly 
relocated to camps, where they were de¬ 
tained or denied freedom of movement. 

• Some 25,000 Indians fled to refugee 
camps in Honduras to avoid being relo¬ 
cated to camps in Nicaragua. The Hon¬ 
duran camps were attacked occasionally 
by Sandinista forces. 

• The entire region, down to village 
level, was placed under military rule. 

• Indian radio stations and publishing 
were banned, teaching of indigenous 
languages prohibited, and Indian chil¬ 
dren were forcibly recruited into the 
Sandinista militia. 

Even Sandinista leaders recognized 
their treatment of the Miskitos and other 
inhabitants of the Atlantic coast as a 
mistake. Tomds Borge, Minister of In¬ 
terior, described the FSLN Indian policy 
as a series of “stupid errors,” conclud¬ 
ing that “we have driven the Miskito 
into the arms of the CIA.” Each new 
group coming out of Nicaragua carried 
stories of Sandinista killing of noncom¬ 
batants on the Atlantic coast. 

In June 1987 three former Indian guer¬ 
rilla organizations — MISURASATA, 
headed by Brooklyn Rivera; MISURA, 
headed by Steadman Fagoth; and KISAN, 
headed by Wycliffe Diego joined forces 
to form YATAMA, which means “the 
motherland of a united nation.” 
YATAMA was designed to include not 
only the Indians of the three original 
groups, but all the various ethnic groups 
native to the coast. 

YATAMA is reportedly indirectly 
negotiating with the Sandinistas now for 
the right to return to their homeland, but 
the Indians do not trust the Sandinistas or 
the contras, considering them both un¬ 
friendly “Spaniards.” The contras are 
fighting to overthrow the Sandinistas, 
whom they consider usurpers, while the 
Miskitos are demanding only freedom to 
govern themselves, freedom to worship 
as they please and freedom to work their 
own land as they see fit. 

— S. Max 
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The author with live chickens provided for 
sustenance on the jungle escape route, and 
an AK-47 donated for ‘‘hunting purposes 
only” by a KISAN soldier at Livincric. 


suing the Sandinistas when they retreated. 
Furthermore, there was no path through the 
jungle from Boon to Sawa, where we sat in 
vulnerable anticipation. 

When the villagers of Sawa heard this 
news, all of the men and boys took to the 
jungle with their machetes to clear a path to 
Boon. The women joined in, clearing away 
the cuttings and tending with food and 
drink. A Miskito boatman came down the 
Rio Coco to tell us that the villagers in Boon 
were engaged in a similar enterprise and 
would meet us halfway in the jungle. Four 
hours later, the two road-building crews did 
indeed meet up with one another, eind the 
path for KISAN’s advance was complete. 

This unremitting grassroots-level opposi¬ 
tion to the Sandinistas made it clear to me why 
the FSLN could find it politically disadvan¬ 
tageous, if not humiliating, for reporters or 
unaligned observers to be in the region. 

Next, the Sawan Miskitos saddled horses 
for Truman (who was still sick), Raul 
(another Miskito who had taken off from the 
war effort to help us distribute the school 
supplies) and myself. 

We rode through the jungle back to Ut- 
limata and from there hiked to our boat on 
the Rio Cruta. Fortunately, our outboard 
motor had been removed from the canoe and 
hidden from the Sandinistas by a local 
fisheman. After retrieving it, we boated 


upriver to Tipi Lisangni without incident. 

Once back in Auka, I mentioned to Tru¬ 
man that I would be flying into Nicaragua 
by way of Tegucigalpa. He suggested that I 
try to locate some of his missing relatives. 
He gave me their names and the areas where 
they had last been seen. I didn’t really know 
how to begin such a search, but thought that 
a purely humanitarian request of this nature 
might be well-received in Managua. 
Perhaps a message could even be sent out 
over **Costatl^tica** to locate them. 

I flew into Managua for the first day of 
Sewana Santa, or Holy Week. I couldn’t get 
into the Ministry of Interior building to talk 
with anyone without an appointment, which 
I did not know how to make. The office for 
Radio Sandino was closed up tight. The 
weather that second week of April was like 
an inferno, and the water in the section of 
the city where my hotel was located was 
going to be shut off for the next two days. A 
few hours in Managua is more than enough 
for sightseeing, so I decided to hop on the 
next available train going someplace else. 
The one I caught was headed for the city of 
Le6n. The 80-kilometer journey took SVa 
hours. I spent it standing up, pressed against 
the gate of a cattle car which was bursting at 
the seams with soldiers and civilians. Those 
who couldn’t squeeze in or hang on to the 
sides crawled up on the roof. Managua, it 
seemed, was a popular place to leave. 

Moments after pulling out of the station, 
while we were still in the city, I heard several 
loud metallic smacks, the sounds of ricochets 
and a howl of pain. Young men along the 
tracks were hurling baseball-sized rocks at the 


soldiers of the ever-popular Sandinista army 
who were sitting on the roofs of the cattle cars. 
Since these rock-throwing incidents took place 
again numerous times in towns along the 
route, I couldn’t dismiss them as delinquent 
pranks. Rather, I saw them as one small, but 
perhaps significant, gauge of internal dissent. 

In Le6n, I shared a hotel room with an 
American doctor, Brett Bums, who was 
working with S^u^dinista troops in the war 
zone north of Esteli. He was in Leon to 
renew his residency papers. 

One evening after dinner, we sat in the 
main square talking with some Nicaraguan 
soldiers whom Bums happened to' know. 
When they left, he commented that, if 
AmericEuis who visited Nicaragua would 
only get out among people like we were 
doing, they could not help but observe how 
well-liked the Sandinista soldiers were. Be¬ 
fore I had an opportunity to tell him about 
my experience on the train, we were 
approached by two men who had been 
standing nearby. They were Nicaraguans 
from Leon. The older one asked us if we 
were from Russia. Not an unusual query, I 
might add, as the town was brimming with 
Russian military advisers. When they found 
out we were Americans, their spirits seemed 
to lift. They asked all kinds of questions 
about the United States and what we were 
doing in Nicaragua. When Bums told them 
he was working with the Sandinistas, they 
did not hesitate to express their disgust. 
They blamed the war on the Sandinista 
military buildup and felt the alliance with 
the Soviets was the worst thing that had ever 
happened to Nicaragua. They made a num- 
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ber of references between themselves re¬ 
garding the distasteful Marxist mind-set that 
seemed to be permeating the military with 
this influx of Russian personnel. 

As we talked with these men, three Rus¬ 
sians in their thirties approached us and 
asked in impeccable Spanish where they 
might find a place that served chicken. The 
two Nicaraguans stopped talking, and the 
silence grew almost embarrassing as it be¬ 
came obvious that they were refusing to 
acknowledge that they had been addressed. 
To avoid what loomed as an unpleasant 
exchange. Burns told the Russians he 
thought there was an open restaurant just 
around the comer and up the street. The 
Russians departed with handshakes and 
some comments about us all being com¬ 
rades. The older Nicaraguan stated flatly, 
“We don’t like them.” 

The complexity of politics and the war in 
Nicaragua may dways extend beyond my 
limited understanding. For this reason, I 
was determined to allow experiences rather 
than propaganda to frame my perceptions. 
And now my experiences were giving shape 
to a dissatisfaction and disunity among peo¬ 
ple in the mainstream of Nicaraguan life, 
and what appeared to be a preponderance of 
fear and hatred of those in power. 

The next day, I decided to go east to visit 
the town of Masaya. It had been the very 
heart of the anti-Somoza revolution, and it 
was here that the country’s liberating forces 
had driven the hated National Guard back 
into the hilltop barricade at Coyotepe. 

Since government offices were closed in 
Le6n for the rest of the week, I invited the 
doctor to come along. He was determined to 
“open my eyes” to the bigger picture that 
would convince me the Sandinistas merited 
support; he knew he had a long row to hoe if 
he was going to do it. 

In Masaya, as elsewhere in Nicaragua, 
there was a virtual collapse of public trans¬ 
portation, so we were lucky to hire a taxi for 
the day. As was his custom. Dr. Bums 
quickly engaged our driver, a former 
schoolteacher named Veldsquez, in a dis¬ 
cussion of the social and economic situation 
of the country. Vel^quez was the most 
ardent anti-Sandinista I met, before or 
since. He even preferred the rule of Somoza 
to the present regime, despite the fact that he 
had fought against Somoza’s National 
Guard. The doctor pressed him on two 
points, to which Veldsquez did not im¬ 
mediately reply. First, he claimed that the 
economic destruction of Nicaragua was the 
fault of the United States and its economic 
embargo and could not be blamed on the 
Sandinistas. Second, he said, health care 
and education were much better now than 
they ever were under Somoza. 

Without saying anything, Velasquez 
pulled the car to the side of the road and 
called over a man who was changing a flat 
tire. He asked the man, point blank, to tell 
us what he thought of life in Nicaragua 
today, whom he wanted to win the war and 
why. There was no equivocating here. This 
guy must have been waiting for a carload of 


gringos on which to unload his invectives 
against the Sandinistas. The economy, he 
said, was being bled dry to support the 
Marxist war machine in Nicaragua and the 
rest of Central America, and to entrench the 
FSLN. Dr. Bums’ views notwithstanding, 
the fellow lauded the contras as the liber¬ 
ators of his country. As we pulled away 
back into the street, the man called after us, 
“We live in Nicaragua, you don’t.” 

Seventy-five yards on, Vel^quez again 
pulled to the curb and called to a husband 
and wife standing on their front porch. They 
seemed shy at first about opening up in front 
of strangers, but relaxed considerably when 
VeMsquez told them (mistakenly or inten¬ 
tionally, I am not sure) that we were Eng¬ 
lishmen. The husband had lost his small 
store in the economic collapse; his son had 
been conscripted and was now fighting with 
the Sandinista army. He too would prefer to 
return to life in the days before the revolu- 


“The contras are 
Nicaraguans 
like us.” 


tion. When talk turned to the present war, 
his wife hoped aloud for a contra victory. 
“The contras are Nicaraguans like us,” she 
concluded. 

As we drove on, Velasquez kept up a 
dialogue with Bums. “Yes, there are more 
doctors and better health care than before 

. (but) it’s not the Sandinistas. Many 
foreigners come to help because they love 
‘the revolution.’” He lifted both hands 
from the steering wheel in a gesture that 
seemed to mock what “the revolution” had 
become. 

Velasquez seemed intent on giving .us a 
straw poll of Masayan sentiment before we 
reached our destination at Laguna de 
Masaya. And we were receptive to this. He 
pulled the car to the curb a half-dozen more 
times, randomly, to solicit opinions. Each 
person he called over added consensus to 
the suffering endured under the present re¬ 
gime, but none blamed the United States or 
the embargo for their woes. They wanted 
the revolutionary process to continue, and 
their dreams were embodied in the contra 
struggle. 

I asked one man, “If the contras are so 
well-liked in the department of Masaya, 
why are there no major battles being fought 
here to challenge the Sandinistas?” He told 
me that the contras, despite their popularity, 
are no match militarily to clash head-on 
with the well-equipped, Soviet-supplied 
Sandinistas. 

After Masaya, the doctor and I traveled 
back to the capital. Semana Santa was draw¬ 
ing to a close, and we both had business to 
attend to. Realizing that Bums had a better 
grasp of Spanish than I and was savvy in the 


internal politics of Nicaragua, I told him of 
my experience with the Miskitos and asked 
for his advice in handling the situation re¬ 
garding the missing relatives of Tmman 
Cunningham. For him, it was not a humani¬ 
tarian issue; it was sensitive, unresolved 
politics. His involvement with the Sandinis¬ 
tas vt^ould, he felt, be jeopardized if he were 
to bring the issue up to them with me, or 
even to translate for me. And he strongly 
urged me to back off from it as well. First of 
all, even if I knew I was serving a humani¬ 
tarian purpose, the Sandinistas would not. 
To them, it could well be a propaganda ploy 
to exploit their “former” mistreatment of 
Miskitos. In any event, FSLN knowledge or 
even suspicion of my presence in Mosquitia 
could have consequences far beyond the 
confiscation of my notebooks and film. I 
still don’t know if I should have followed 
his advice, but fear won out and I did. 

Back in the surrealistic desolation of 
Managua, I had some time to kill before my 
onward flight to Costa Rica. One afternoon 
in the lobby of the Hotel Intercontinental, I 
happened to read an American newspaper 
with a syndicated article by columnist Mary 
McGrory (4 May 1987) entitled “Two 
Faces of the Contra War Show the Tragic 
Results of a Bad Policy.” It was the first 
news from my country that I’d read since 
going into the jungle two months earlier. 

The thrust of Ms. McGrory’s story was 
that “everyone knows that the contra war is 
the immoral equivalent of the garbage scow 
that started out in New York and floats 
along the coast spreading noxious fumes 
and rage” and that “the contras, outnum¬ 
bered four to one, cannot take the field, 
much less win a war.” 

Her first statement made me wonder 
whether Ms. McGrory had ever really 
talked to anyone who lives in Nicaragua; the 
second made me think about an incident that 
had happened on the previous afternoon. To 
escape the ghastly heat of Managua’s dry 
season. I’d ventured into the Margot Cine¬ 
ma to watch a poorly dubbed American 
movie. Twenty-five minutes into the show, 
there arose a considerable conunotion as a 
few people from various sections of the 
theater jumped from their seats and dashed 
for the exits. Not quite sure what to make of 
it, I walked out front. From the lobby, I 
could see into the street where Sandinista 
soldiers had captured a handful of fleeing 
patrons and were loading them into the back 
of a military truck. The man at the ticket 
window, noticing my curiosity at the ruck¬ 
us, explained to me that the four young men 
who had been caught were taken away to 
“join” the army. He said it was not at all 
unusual for the Sandinistas to raid movie 
theaters in order to conscript men who 
might not otherwise come forward to fight 
the contras. 

In the lobby of the hotel, I again mused, 
“the contras, outnumbered four to 
one....’’ For every rebel struggling 
against the FSLN, I wondered how many 
boys were being yanked out of theaters in 
Managua to fight them. ^ 
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4 4 ^TAY in the trench and keep your 
13head down or you’ll get it blown 
off,” I was warned. “You are much taller 
than us.” After snapping a few more pic¬ 
tures, my heart and feet pounded in unison 
as I frantically scrambled for the protection 
of a Karen rebel command bunker. 

Up on the line a 75mm recoilless rifle was 
being mounted and sighted at the main Bur¬ 
mese post on Duck Mountain. The gunner 
and targeting officer made some last-minute 
adjustments with a protractor to calculate 
elevation and angles, then waited for a radio 
signal. Other Karen rebels opened up with 
machine guns, bracketing the target in con- 



LEFT; Map of author’s route through 
Karen republic of Kawthoolei. 
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If it happehs in south Asia, So/dfer of 
Fortune Magazine’s Jake B^der is the 
man to ask about it. As an internationally 
known combat reporter, Jake isn’t satis¬ 
fied with looking at the world from be¬ 
hind a typewnter. He gets inside Burma, 
Thailand, Cambodia and Afghanistan 
and fights alongside the freedom fight¬ 
ers, giving the grunt’s-eye view of battle 
as it occurs. Other Border articles in 
SOF include ‘^Burma’s Unlikely 
Alliance,” December ’87; “Battle at 
Three Pagodas Pass,” August ’87; and 
“Cambodian Recon,” October ’86. 
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junction with 81 mm mortar fire from two 
additional fire bases. 

Eveiyone was safe below ground in the 
bunkers and trenches — except me. I hap¬ 
pened to be out in the open taking a leak. 
Bad timing! A Burmese 60mm mortar 
round whistled overhead, exploding about 
100 meters to my left. I hit the trench, fly 
open, my bladder on go and my prick on 
hold. 

BELOW: Major Johnny of KNLA 7th 
Brigade with radio and fellow officer during 
operation at Duck Mountain. Weapon 
against tree is .30 Ml Carbine. 


What a way to make a living! 

I was back in my old stomping grounds 
again — Three Pagodas Pass. This time I 
was accompanying the Karen rebels on a 
March 1987 operation to retake Duck 
Mountain, the highest point on a strategic 
chain of hilltops occupied by troops of the 
Burmese No. 9 Light Infantry of the 44th 
Division. Duck Mountain was taken from 
the Karen during the 1984 Burmese year- 
round offensive designed to break Karen 
resistance once and for all. Three years lat¬ 
er, the Karen are still stubbornly holding on 
and now pressing the initiative themselves 
to regain some lost territory. Their plan 


called for a heavy bombardment of the 
mountain followed by a direct frontal 
assault coinciding with nightfall. As the 
lone gringo, I was there to document this 
battle for Western consumption. 

But getting to this war zone was, as they 
say, more than half the battle. A few days 
before, I met with the local Karen G-2 man 
about my chances of going in deep with a 
patrol of the Karen National Liberation 
Army (KNLA), and the outlook was bleak. 

During my previous visit during the Bur¬ 
mese offensive against the combined Mon 
and Karen forces, my Karen contact assured 
me that joining a KNLA patrol would be no 
problem. Now he was backpedaling, claim¬ 
ing that only small 20- to 30-man patrols 
were operating in this area and they would 
be insufficient to provide adequate security 
for me. 

“If the enemy knows about a white man, 
they will put up more strength and smash the 
column, and you,” remarked another 
Karen. This guy was not in the military but 
he spoke with clearly recognizable author¬ 
ity. Not only that, he was a representative 
from Karen general headquarters (GHQ) up 
north of here; his mission was now com¬ 
pleted and he was about to return. 

I still didn't know the man’s name, but 
for some reason, maybe the look of dis¬ 
appointment on my face at my aborted mis¬ 
sion, he invited me to join him. “You can 
come along with us if you want,” he said 
freely. “You’ve got five minutes to make 
up your mind.” 

Here we go again, I thought. I didn’t 
know how or where we’d be going, nor how 
long it might take, but this wasn’t a time for 
asking questions. It was a time for making 
fast decisions. “Let’s go,” I said spon¬ 
taneously, grabbing my cameras. 

We piled into the back of a four-wheel- 
drive Toyota Landcruiser with the number 
plate reading “KNLA,” which was quite 
appropriate since I learned that our route to 
GHQ would involve several days of driving 
through the southern part of the Karen State 
of Burma under control of the 6th Brigade of 
the KNLA. 

Our driver was a commander from 7th 
Brigade, and in the back with me were his 
wife and a kid, an old man, four soldiers, a 
township officer and my new friend 
George, whom, I had just learned, was the 
chief justice for the Karen independent 
homeland they call “Kawthoolei” [see 
map]. The road was so dry and dusty, I felt 
like I was breathing talcum powder. “Revo¬ 
lution is not a pleasant business,” said the 
township officer facetiously. 

The first stage of the trip was to the No. 5 
antimony mines which had been occupied 
by the Burmese in their new-year offensive 
just two months earlier. ‘ ‘Here the Burmese 
crossed the road and planted mines,” yelled 
the G-2 officer from the front seat, waving 

LEFT: Karen nurse at Azin hospital 
(Podor-mu camp) treating Karen National 
Liberation Army (KNLA) soldier wbo lost 
foot due to Burmese land mine. 



JANUARY 88 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 45 




his arm as we crashed and bumped our way 
along the dirt track which was mercifully 
shielded from the blazing sun by thick over¬ 
hanging bamboo trees. 

After fording the river at Mae Kasa (the 
northernmost point I reached during the 
Three Pagodas offensive), we began to 
climb into the mountains where stands of 
forest have so far escaped the loggers* saw. 
Before too long we were forced to stop due 
to a breakdown of another four-wheel-drive 
which was blocking the road ahead of us. 
Also blocked on the other side was a 10- 
wheeled military truck loaded with anti¬ 
mony ore and crowned with two stag’s head 


trophies that some hunters had bagged in the 
jungle. 

There was nothing to do but wait. The 
chief justice found a spot under some trees 
where he tuned his radio into Rangoon and 
picked up the Burma Broadcasting Service, 
I couldn’t believe my ears; they were play¬ 
ing a children’s story in English— ‘ ‘Sparky 
and the Magic Violin” — which I could 
remember from my childhood. 

Once on the move again we arrived at the 

KNLA troopers armed with AK-47s 
crouching in trench during Burmese shelling 
of Karen positions. 


summit of the mountain ridge, which 
afforded a misty panorama of the Burmese 
heartland and cool, refreshing air to 
breathe. The first of the abundant wildlife 
we spotted was an eagle perched in a tree, 
though an AK round soon dislodged it. For¬ 
tunately the shot missed. 

Just about any animal is fair game for a 
Karen, with the exception of rhinos and 
hombill birds. ‘ ‘It is against our law to shoot 
them,” I’m often told, which was borne out 
as we passed a magnificent heavy-backed 
hombill at close range. Nearing the No. 5 
mines we startled a mob of wild pigs, but 
they moved too quickly to be shot. High up 
in a grand old teak tree hung a huge beehive, 
but that store of wild honey was too hard to 
reach. In fact, the only trophy we took be¬ 
fore stopping to eat was an enormous frog. 

We pulled out from the mines at about 
1900 hours and headed for our primary 
objective, a Karen village called Azin, 
front-line HQ for the KNLA 6th Brigade. 
With the aid of a spotlight, one of the sol¬ 
diers continued to scout the forest for game, 
sighting to my pleasure and amazement a 
rare leopard cat about the size of a dog 
trotting dong the road in front of us. Again I 
was glad when the soldier’s shot went wild. 

Next was a flying fox, lazily rippling 
through the air like a manta ray in the sea. 
Finally our “game hunter” spotted and 
picked off a silver-furred monkey up in a 
tree, his AK round nearly decapitating the 
little beast. It was unceremoniously tossed 
in the back of our vehicle for tomorrow’s 
breakfast. 

As we came down from the mountains, 
the flat seemed sparsely forested, and what 
was left was now subject to free-ranging 
fires. “They are caused from human ne¬ 
glect,” came the honest but unconcerned 
explanation. “Usually from a tossed che¬ 
root [cigar].” Madness, I thought, just like 
this ride. After four hours of being battered 
and crushed, fatigue finally gave way to 
semi-sleep. 

Our route came close to the Thailand 
border, then headed inland again following 
a water course. At a place called Kwikler 
there was a roadblock, but it was manned by 
the KNLA who, once roused, let us 
through. I was freezing cold and convinced 
this was the last crazy trip I’d ever make. 
Giving in to my nagging curiosity I asked 
George when this ride would be over. 
“About midnight.” Miraculously we then 
stopped. “It’s midnight,” he said with a 
straight face. 

The wooden barracks where we crashed 
were well-ventilated and I continued to 
freeze. In a room next to me someone 
snored incessantly and didn’t even wake 
when I stormed in and shook him; great 
jungle readiness, I thought. To cap it off, 
the roosters announcing sunrise were 
perched directly underneath us, but if I 
thought I had been hard done by that, I had 
another thing coming. We were to stay here 
for four more nights, each a nerve-harassing 
repetition of the first. 

Next day I learned we were in Podor-mu 
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camp near Azin, which was described as a 
“primary liberated strategic township.” To 
the east were the Burma Ranges and about 
20 klicks to the northwest was the town of 
Kyeikdon, where the Burmese had a small 
garrison. The Karen camp seemed to be at 
the foot of a solitary peak which checked out 
with my survey map as the one marked at 
510 meters. 

I rose early and joined the others in the 
river for a bath. Later came breakfast, 
which included our decapitated monkey, 
intestines and all. Before the heat of the day 
began, George and I walked to Azin and 
visited his friends there. In June 1986 the 
Burmese occupied this town, burning 32 
houses to the ground. Many were still 
charred wrecks. 

Azin is characterized by huge plantations 
of betel nut (“Karen chocolate”) trees and 
not much else. We visited the district HQ 
school, which takes students up to the 
eighth grade (15- to 16-year-olds) in classes 
which include computer studies and, ironi¬ 
cally, though of necessity, the Burmese lan¬ 
guage. There was a general store and a 
dispensaiy well-stocked with the usual vari¬ 
ety of vitamins, antibiotics and anti-malaria 
medicines. 

At a special lunch prepared for us I had 
my first lesson in the vagaries of the Karen 
language. I had learned how to say “water” 
but not how to say it correctly. The all-male 
audience roared with laughter at my first 
attempt to say “water.” George obligingly 
explained that Karen is a tonal tongue, 
where a shift in pitch of voice can change 
the meaning of the word. He then informed 
me that instead of asking for water I had 
been asking for “an erection of the penis”! 

Podor-mu camp is important for its hos¬ 
pital, which doubles as a medical training 
center for the 6th Brigade, with a staff of 
over 40, many of whom are women. Mini¬ 
mum age for the nurses is 16 and they have 
three months basic training which equips 
them to perform amputations and hernia 
operations as well as first aid. 

The most common injury in the hospital 
is caused by mines; the most common sick¬ 
ness is malaria. The nurses, who receive no 
pay, seem inspired by patriotism. I asked 
one modest woman, whose face betrayed 
just a hint of lipstick and powder, why she 
had started her training. “Our villages have 
no nurses or health care and we want to help 
the people,” she stated simply. 

I visited a nearby village in the company 
of some young Karen soldiers. This was 
back to basics — for many of the children I 
was probably the first white man they’d ever 
seen. Here the unmarried women still 
adhere to the Karen tradition of wearing 
all-white, hand-woven smocks decorated 
with brightly colored embroidery. The elder 
women smoked contentedly on pipes. 

After the kids had overcome their camera 
shyness the whole village turned out to 
check me over, politely providing newly cut 
coconuts for my refreshment. Then we re¬ 
tired to someone’s hut for something a little 
stronger: Karen moonshine. Officially, 



ABOVE: Karen soldier with Romanian 
AKMS slung across back. 


BURMA 

DEMOGRAPHICS 

Burma is a large country with vast 
cultural and political variety. But you’d 
never know it from the piddling amount 
of ink and celluloid the Western news 
media allots to it. 

As the largest country (nearly the size 
of Texas) on the Southeast Asian main¬ 
land, Burma has over 100 distinct in¬ 
digenous languages spoken among its 38 
million people, three main religious 
groups — Buddhist, Christian, Muslim 
— as well as animists among various hill 
tribes, and numerous ethnic minority 
groups fighting for their independence. 
The largest of these minority groups, or 
“hill people,” are the Karen, number¬ 
ing just over two million, who live 
throughout southern and eastern Burma, 
and the Shan, also numbering about two 
million, who inhabit the eastern plateau 
region. The Kachin in the north and Chin 
in the northwest total about one million, 
while Indians, Chinese, Pakistani and 
Bangladeshi make up the rest of Bur¬ 
ma’s minority population. 

Density of population in Burma is 
directly related to areas which are suit¬ 
able for agriculture [see map]. Most peo¬ 
ple live in the Irrawaddy River v^ey 
and delta, with the highest density of 
population found in the upper delta re¬ 
gion between Rangoon and Henzada. 
The rest of Burma’s terrain is moun¬ 
tainous and sparsely populated. 

The Karen are the only hill people 



ABOVE: Flash designating Karen 
demolition squad. 


BELOW: Author’s Karen escort, Maw Lay, 
carried a ‘*King Cobra” — a 
cigarette-lighter-sized double-shot .22 
magnum pistol. 



who have come down to the plains and 
live in deltas among the Burmese along 
both sides of the lower Salween River. 

— Tom Bates 


Map showing population density in 
Burma. 
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Karen soldiers are prohibited from drinking 
liquor, but except for Karen GHQ, this rule 
is not strictly enforced. 

All of my drinking mates coughed and 
spat out copious amounts of greenish 
phlegm. Since we all shared the same cup, I 
could only hope that the alcohol was strong 
enough to kill off whatever it was that had 
made them so sick. Then I spotted a curious 
old medical manual and, idly browsing 
through it, came up with a formula for an 
anti-dysentery mixture: nitric acid and tinc¬ 
ture of opium! Bloody hell! I thought. A 
combination like that could probably handle 
AIDS. 


By the fourth day in Podor-mu I felt I had 
sampled all its charms. I was itching for 
action. How about a trip to check out the 
Burmese post at Kyeikdon, I pressed 
George. He told me to cool my jets; it was 
only a bunker on a hill. “This bunker is not 
like a castle and the defensive fences are not 
like the Great Wall of China. It is not much 
of a target for your camera — otherwise it 
would be for our 57s,“ he said, referring to 

BELOW: Karen soldiers at KNLA 
headquarters in Mae La armed with (left) 
.30 Ml Carbine and (right) UZl 9mm 
submachine gun. 


their recoil less rifles. 

I settled for another run into Azin, where 
I found some fudge-like natural cane sugar 
which I shared with my friend and escort 
Maw Lay, a young KNLA fighter who was 
armed with a deadly and intriguing little 
weapon. 

Completely hidden within one hand he 
had a rectangular steel object much like a 
cigarette lighter, except for the openings at 
one end. It was a double-shot .22 magnum 
pistol the Karen call “King Cobra.” Fd 
never seen such a neat little device before. I 
was told it had its origins in Vietnam. “Our 
intelligence forces use them in the cities,” 




LEFT: Karen soldiers sighting4n Chinese 
Type 56 75mm recoilless rifle. 


BELOW: Karen holding modified M16 
outside GHQ in Marniplaw. 
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confided Maw Lay with grim satisfaction. 

Back in camp 1 quizzed George on our 
delay. A special report was being prepared for 
Karen GHQ concerning shooting incidents be¬ 
tween the KNLA and Mon troops of the inde¬ 
pendent Nai Shwe Kyin faction, and for some 
reason they couldn’t get it right. All the offi¬ 
cials concerned had to be consulted and all had 
to reach a consensus of opinion. Only then 
could the report be typed. “There are advan¬ 
tages, and disadvantages, to the democratic 
process,” commented George with mounting 
frustration. 

On the fifth day at 1800 hours we were 
cleared to go. Next stop was a trading post 




Maw Lay KNLA soldier at Podor-mu camp 
near Azin armed with Soviet AKMS. 


on the Thailand-Burma border called Wah 
Lay, about six hours’ drive away — in the 
dry season. In the wet it takes three days and 
two nights of walking, including stretches 
where only elephants can pass. 

The road was carved out of the Dawna 
Ranges by the Karen at a cost of “20 lakhs 
of baht” (two million baht, or about 
$80,000), mainly to facilitate the passage of 
smuggled goods into Burma. From Wah 
Lay traders reach Kyeikdon, from where 
they head for Kya-in Seiggyi by boat and 
then on to Moulmein. 

Driving through the night we met a party 
of traders whose six-by had completely 
overturned, spilling its cargo of polyester 
cloth and rubber sandals all over the road. 
Such are the risks taken by those “benefit¬ 
ing” from the enlightened “Burmese Path 
to Socialism.” We took a few risks too, 
gunning our four-wheel-drive through por¬ 
tions of road where wildfires burned on both 
sides. 

Around midnight we pulled into Wah Lay 
and found places on the floor of a Karen 
house to sleep. It wasn’t until morning that I 
learned we were lucky to have even those 
bare boards. It looked like the holocaust had 
struck Wah Lay. Walking around I could 
see only ashes and rubble, the result of the 
Burmese offensive exactly one month be¬ 
fore that saw 80 percent of the buildings, 
including six sawmills, razed to the ground. 

The Karen customs post was back in op¬ 
eration, where guards armed with AKs and 
a pump-action shotgun took taxes from the 
traders arriving in a steady stream from 
neighboring Thailand. Up on a hill I found a 
Karen church intact and surrounded by fox¬ 
holes barricaded with church pews where 
the defenders had made their last stand. 
Scattered around were numerous empty 
ammo packets of both Burmese and Karen 
origin. The writing on the Burmese packets 
was indecipherable; the others read 
“5.56mm Tracer M196 Lake City 
Ammunition Plant.” 

About 700 Burmese troops from the 44th 
Division occupied Wah Lay for one day, 
even crossing into Thailand on so-call^ 
“hot pursuit,” where they ambushed and 
killed eight KNLA soldiers and reportedly 
shot up a Thai armored personnel carrier 
(APC) and wounded some Thai border pa¬ 
trol police before retreating. 

For the next stage of the journey we had 
to use a little subterfuge in order for me to 
get across the border undetected by the Thai 
border guards. I didn’t anticipate any real 
problems if detected, but preferred to err on 
the side of caution rather than spend pre¬ 
cious time explaining where I’d been ille¬ 
gally for the past week. 

I was dressed in a disguise and strategi¬ 
cally placed among others in the vehicle and 
passed through, no sweat. Next stop Mae 
Sot. This is a major city in Thailand grown 
fat off the cross-border trade. We stocked 
up here with supplies and feasted on all the 
goodies that we’d missed in Burma. 

After some social calls, George and I 
headed north again on the main road run¬ 


ning parallel with the Moei River. Again it 
was hot and dry and I was thankful when we 
pulled off down a side road that led us to a 
camp of Karen refugees, where I was deliv¬ 
ered to some of George’s friends. This was 
Mae La, one of seven camps housing some 
27,000 Karen refugees in Thailand, all vic¬ 
tims of Burmese oppression in the ongoing 
border battles. 

The houses were not fenced in nor were 
there guards patrolling the camp perimeters. 
In this sense the Karen are better off than 
their Khmer buddies on the Thailand- 
Cambodia border. “We are free,” said one 
Karen, adding that they had come to some 
arrangement with the Thai authorities. I 
didn’t ask for any further explanation of 
that, and none was given. 

Unlike the Indochinese refugees, the 
Karen are not recognized by the United Na¬ 
tions and therefore receive no U.N. aid. 
They exist through the support of private 
groups, primarily Christian relief organiza¬ 
tions. For the Karen this lack of U.N. aid 
also means a de facto non-recognition of 
their valiant struggle for freedom. 

Mae La is also significant because just 
across the Moei River is the headquarters of 
the KNLA 7th Brigade led by Colonel Hte 
Maung. I wasn’t about to miss this chance to 
meet with Col. Maung. George arranged 
transport to the river and there bade me 
farewell. Some Karen were to guide me over. 
Said one, pointing across the shallow waters 
of the Moei, “There is Karenland, sir.” 

Indeed it was and before long I was intro¬ 
duced to the 2 FC, Major Htun Chai. Interes¬ 
tingly, he was brooding over a survey map 
with a Karen commando, the French-trained 
elite recognizable in their tiger stripes and 
black scarves and dripping with weaponry. 
The map was no less accurate for its antiquity. 
It read: “Burma-Siam Edition 1926, Printed 


Azin Karen soldier in betel nut plantation 
armed with .30 Ml Carbine. 
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for the Govt, of Burma Under the Direction of 
the Surveyor-General India.” 

Nothing was spoken of it, but I sensed 
there was something in the air. I had 
planned on only a cursory visit this first time 
here and to continue on to GHQ as quickly 
as possible, but once again I cooled my jets 
and had a quiet scout around. Sure enough, 
from the arsenal near the river in front of the 
sign “Danger — authorized personnel 
only,” I spotted a 75mm recoilless rifle 
with a pile of 81mm mortar ammo. 

Next day, I met Col. Hte Maung, who 
was dressed casually in army pants, a 
checkered shirt and black beret, packing a 
.357 Magnum and smoking a pipe. Though 


proficient in English, the colonel was more 
at ease using an interpreter. “We Karen 
people don’t like war,” he said, “but the 
Burmese oppress us, so we must fight 
back.” 

He recalled from his own personal ex¬ 
perience Karen-Burmese enmity back as far 
as World War II, when many ethnic Bur¬ 
mese sided with the Japanese. As a child of 
“not more than 12 years,” the colonel re¬ 
membered a Japanese-Burman massacre in 
his village near the delta city of Bassein. Of 


BELOW: Preparing to fire 60nfiin mortar 
round against Burmese army position. 


the 1,000 inhabitants only 20 escaped alive. 
The colonel was one of them. ‘ ‘This is a real 
story — not a fairy tale,” he said. 

As a young man in 1946, the colonel 
joined the 1 st Karen Rifles at Toungoo, then 
under British command. After Burma’s in¬ 
dependence in 1948 he joined the revolu¬ 
tion. “Your arms are your pens and pen¬ 
cils,” said my interpreter, “and the briga¬ 
dier asks that you do your best to tell the 
story of the Karen struggle.” 

All right, I agreed, seizing my chance, 
but where’s the action? The colonel turned 
to me and said, “You are lucky. Tomorrow 
at noon the attack will start.” I was told to 
rest up for the day and wait for the call. 
“The brigadier warns you to lie down when 
the Burmese big guns start shooting,” 
added the interpreter with a grin as he hand¬ 
ed me over to the colonel’s right-hand man. 
Major Johnny, who would be in charge of 
the attack. 

Relaxing in a longyi and chewing on betel 
nut as is the Karen’s habit, Maj. Johimy 
explained to me that the target was none 
other than the Burmese stronghold on Duck 
Mountain. The plan called for a heavy bom¬ 
bardment of the Burmese position followed 
by a direct frontal assault coinciding with 
nightfall. 

A jeep ride took me through the rear lines 
of defense up to some foothills from where I 
had to walk the front-line trenches. In the 
early morning hours it was quiet here and 
the Karen soldiers relaxing in their hooches 
betrayed no sign of awareness of the coming 
operation. 

I used this time to familiarize myself with 
the battleground. Facing us across a small 
valley was the enemy-occupied ridge. With 
binoculars the heavily bamboo-picketed 
outposts were clearly visible. Branching off 
at light angles from this target area was a 
lower ridge which approached to within less 
than 200 meters of the Karen trenches. I 
went up for a recce. 

Here the Burmese bunkers and bamboo 
fences could be seen with the naked eye — 
though with caution. Keeping a low profile 
takes on all new meaning in an area this 
volatile. 

At about 1030 hours I heard the first 
salvos of Karen gunfire, ranging the target. 
Time to get moving again. I dashed back 
down the line and returned to where I’d been 
dropped off from the jeep. There were two 
mortars set up nearby and they were just 
gearing up for action. The first was a home¬ 
made 81mm with an extended barrel “to 
give it the range of a 120. ” The second was 
an American-made 81mm which the Karen 
claimed to have captured from the Burmese, 
Suddenly the first rounds were fired. Boom! 
Karen mortar, round away. Boom! U.S. 
mortar, round away, and we were looking at 
a collapsed heap of metal — the thing fell 
apart with the first round! After some sheep¬ 
ish laughs, the gunner readjusted the tube, 
this time securing the mounting firmly. 
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LEFT: Karen Bring 60nim mortar against 
Burmese army position. 
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Then it was all on, the scene literally erupt- 
ing into a concert of small arms and mortar 
fire. I made my photographs and shunted off 
again back uphill to the front line. I sought 
protection in a command bunker, where I 
gulped down tea to replace liquid lost in my 
profuse sweating. Then I noticed a strange 
thing. In the midst of all the boom-bangs, the 
roosters didn’t stop crowing. Well, after all, 
war is man’s business. 

Once during a lull in the shelling I had 
doubled back to the command bunker to 
scrounge something to eat (the usual front¬ 
line rations are plain rice and chili for fla¬ 
voring), when I sensed before I heard it ... 
incoming! Dashing underground again, 
where I found my hosts already secluded, I 
beat the mortar round by seconds. The blast 
rattled the bamboo walls. Later outside 
about 20 meters away, I found the shallow 
depression of a 60mm explosion and 
scooped out some metal fragments as a re¬ 
minder of what a close shave can mean. 

Around 1715 hours the Karen barrage 
stopped. Their troops were now closing in 
on the target and were observing radio si¬ 
lence until they positioned themselves near 
the defensive perimeter at bamboo fences 
that would have to be penetrated before the 
enemy could be engaged. I found Maj. 
Johrmy at the far end of the trench line, 
tensely poised over his walkie-talkie. 

We waited in silence. Then whispered on 
the radio. Daylight was fading as ihe night 
closed around us. By 1730 hours the Karen 
attackers were placing a “torpedo” along 
the fence line — a battery-fired Vi-inch- 
diameter pipe fitted with dynamite. There 
was no firing. At 1745 hours Maj. Johnny 
dispatched a crew to set up the 75mm recoil¬ 
less to give the attackers covering fire when 
the attack started. “Our men’s backs are 
exposed to the enemy’s fire from another 
hilltop,” he said hurriedly. 

At 1800 hours all was set. It was dark as 
pitch. At 1805 hours all hell broke loose! A 
gigantic blast as the torpedo went off, its 
fireball light illuminating the entire ridge 
line. 

Small arms spat and crackled as both 
sides exchanged fire, including a heavy 
machine gun (HMG) from the far end of the 
Karen trenches. Grenade flashes punctuated 
the close-quarters fighting and the ether was 
alive with frantic radio messages. 

After 15 minutes the main enemy bunker 
was on fire, clearly visible from our side. 
The Karen had stormed the hill, splitting the 
Burmese defenders into two groups. 
Already they had reported killing a Burmese 
radio operator and capturing several 
weapons. But their position was not yet 
secured, and continuing explosions and 
tracers in the air highlighted their struggle to 
consolidate their hold. There were only 36 
attackers. 

I took time out to monitor the line. Con¬ 
trary to the afternoon’s slumber, the Karen 
in the trenches were now very much on the 
alert. At the opposite end from Maj. Johnny 
I encountered the HMG crew. They were 
enthusiastically hanunering away with .30- 


caliber Brownings, not the heavier .50-cal. 
as I’d been told earlier. Some gung-ho boy 
soldiers were dancing about the lip of the 
trench with little concern for their safety, 
ripping away with captured Burmese G-3 
rifles on full auto, showering sparks to 
announce their position — and mine. I 
strategically retreated back to Maj. Johnny, 
passing pockets of Karen who were engaged 


Wounded KNLA soldier being carried back 
from the field after attack on Duck 
Mountain. Shouldered weapon is .30 MlAl 
Carbine. 


in their form of psy-war: yelling insults 
across at the Burmese. 

By 0200 hours the firing had died down to 
a murmur. Major Johnny decided to use this 
lull to resupply his men with ammo. Three 
boys made their longyi into bundles filled 
with M79 grenades and disappeared into the 
night. It seems they sent the wrong stuff 
because later there came requests for tobac¬ 
co, of alLthings. 

A small group of civilian porters was 
recruited from somewhere and loaded up 
with a 57mm recoilless rifle and ammo. 

Continued on page 92 



FORCE 136 

CLANDESTINE OPS IN 
WORLD WAR IT BURMA 

., British clandestine pperat^^ against 
the Japanese in Burma during World War 
H were the responsibility of Force 136, an 
agency within the Southeast Asia Com¬ 
mand Sp^M Operations Executive, itself 
an agency of the London War Cabinet. 
Specifi^y tasked with organizing uinier- 
ground anti-Japanese resistance move¬ 
ments. Force 136 recruited, aimed and 
directed Karen guerrilla groups which 
proved vital to the British Army’s eventual 
retaking of Burnm. 

November 1944 saw the first coordi¬ 
nated use of Burmese resistanee under 
Force 136^when a K^enradio operator 
was secretly dropped into Japanese- 
■ occupied territory near Pegu, just north 
of Rangoon . This radio operator quidldy 
made contact with the Burmese minister 
of agriculture, Than Tun, and relayed a 
demand for 20,000 firearms and a large 
amount of gold to build a resistance 
movement. From January to March 
1945, Karen radio operators were in¬ 
serted throughout the entire length of 
Burma, setting up a communications 
network among various guerrilla groups 
and an effective, if sometimes haph^- 
afd, distribution system for materiel. 

During this time another massive re¬ 
sistance movement led by British offi¬ 
cers of Force 136 was taking shape in the 
Kareu hills. About 12,000 Karen guer¬ 
rillas were enlisted from Karenni down 


through the Salween District and in¬ 
structed to form fourcommands. By lafe 
February 1945, these Karen guencillas^ 
were unified and mobilized for action. 

The speed with which the British 
Army’s final thrust down the Sittang 
Valley toward Rangoon occurred was a 
direct result of assistance received from 
this infrastructure of Karen guerrillas, fri 
the Toimgoo area, tiie Burma National 
Army (BNA) attack on the Japanese rear 
was coordinated with the action of a 
Karen guerrilla unit under Force 136. It 
cut off Japanese efforts to strengthen 
their sagging front by reinforcements 
sent from Thailand via Mawchi. Karen 
attacks in the delta area tied down other 
Japanese troops which could have b^n 
used to block British progress toward 
Rangoon, Consequently, the British 
14th Array was able to advance from 
Yamethin to Pegu, about 220 miles, in 
only 18 days (11 April to 29 April). Then 
in a mere five days they covered the 
crucial ISO-mile stretch from Pyinmana 
to Nyaugnlegin, where the BNA attack 
occurred. Overall, however, the most 
telling contribution of the Karen under 
Force 136 was the destruction of the 
Japanese army’s lines of communication 
and transport to the delta area. 

By 2 May 1945, as the first of the 
monsoon rains was hitting the city, Ran¬ 
goon was occupied by British seaborne 
forces and the port became thereafter the 
vital channel for supplying the British 
14th Army. 

— Tow Bates 
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SOF SOUTHEAST ASIA 


BORDER 

INCIDENT 

Free the Mae Hong Son One 

Text & Photo hy Jake Border 


Last month we ran Jake Border's article, 
* 'Burma's Unlikely Alliance, ’' which de¬ 
scribed his visit with the Shans and the 
infamous Khun Sa, reputed opium warlord 
and military leader of the Shan State Army 
of Burma. That story has an epilogue — 
Border was thrown in jail by the Thais as 
soon as he returned from meeting Khun Sa. 

SOF correspondents tend to find them¬ 
selves in these types of predicaments from 
time to time, and usually they're wily 
enough to get out of them. Jake Border is 
one of our more wily correspondents. 


A SHAN variety act was in progress, a 
combination act of machismo, 
masochism and madness. Balancing on 
glowing fluorescent tubes a meter off the 
ground, our entertainer was having darts 
thrown at his chest by an assistant. Khun Sa, 
host of the proceedings, was absent; he’d 
seen it all before. I felt a tap on my shoulder. 
It was the general’s aide de camp. Would I 
please accompany him? 

I was taken to one of the huts provided for 
our accommodation, where I found Khun 
Sa drinking beer with a few of my male 
colleagues. I joined them in what was a 
relaxed and strictly informal gathering. 
Conversation turned to a report we’d been 
shown in that day’s issue of the Bangkok 
Post in which Thai authorities warned jour¬ 
nalists not to make a visit to the reputed 
opium warlord’s camp. Well, it was too late 
for that. We were already there and fast 
approaching a state where we would be in 
no condition to leave even if ordered to by 
Khun Sa himself. 

One of the Thai journalists was particu¬ 
larly worried about the consequences of his 
visit. "My pen rai, " we said with a laugh, 
using the stock Thai phrase which means 
don’t worry, it doesn’t matter, no problem. 


Six days later the joke backfired on me. I 
was arrested. 

With my friend Edith Mirante (an Ameri¬ 
can specialist in the ethnic minorities of 
Burma who was investigating the effects of 
the U.S.-supplied herbicide 2,4-D on the 
Shan population) and an armed escort pro¬ 
vided by Khun Sa, we had journeyed up to 
the Salween River and back in time for the 
closing ceremonies. By this time we were 
the only Westerners left in camp. 

On 27 January 1987 Khun Sa provided a 
jeep for us to travel back to Mae Hong Son in 
Thailand. All the other foreigners had left 
without incident, and we departed in high 
spirits, music blaring from the cassette deck. 
Down the valley, past the poppy fields, 
through the SSA checkpoint and up and over 
the divide into Thailand. We had to ask about 
that because there are no signs, no border 
posts, nothing to indicate where you are. 

We stopped for something to eat. Two 
Shan monks in the back were hungry, and 
according to Buddhist precepts cannot eat 
after noon, now rapidly approaching. So 
was our encounter with the law. 

Driving into a valley, we approached the 
village where in the mid-1970s a former 
Shan drug “kingpin,” Lo Hsing-han, had 
been arrested by the Thais. In retrospect 
Warren Zevon was bawling out an ironical¬ 
ly appropriate number — “Send Lawyers, 
Guns and Money” — when zap! Road¬ 
block! Just as we exited the village, there 
they were, half a dozen Thai Border Patrol 
Police (BPP) armed with HK-33s. 

They checked passports and looked 
through our bags, ignoring the four other 
passengers and the driver, then escorted us 
to Mae Hong Son. They had been told to 
look out for Bangkok Post reporters, be¬ 
cause on 23 January the Post had published 
a piece about Khun Sa apparently upsetting 
the powers that be. We weren’t sure if we 


had been officially arrested but we were 
definitely in custody. 

Obligingly we stopped on the way to let 
the monks visit a temple, while we waited 
on the roadside with the cops. One handed 
me his pistol, a Smith & Wesson .357 Mag¬ 
num from which he had carefully extracted 
the rounds, and asked me if I knew how to 
use it. 

While my hands toyed with the gun my 
mind toyed with the idea that right at that 
moment 20 kilograms or more of pure hero¬ 
in could very well be changing hands right 
under our noses, having being carried in 
body bags under the monks’ robes. 

At Mae Hong Son BPP HQ we were trans¬ 
ferred from the jeep (our driver was free to go) 
to an official’s car and driven to the local 
immigration office for interrogation. For a 
long while we sat there; nobody seemed to 
know what was going on. Gradu^ly the office 
filled with officials of all kinds, curious to 
know if we had seen Khun Sa. 

Meanwhile my regional map published 
by the Royal Thai Survey Department was 
causing great consternation with the BPP. 
They seemed to think I had in my possession 
a state secret. I told them truthfully that I 
had bought the map at a bookstore in Chiang 
Mai. It even had printed on it “for Civilian 
Purpose.” But no, they were convinced of a 
conspiracy and had themselves photo¬ 
graphed posing with the map, to be used as 
some kind of evidence, I guess. 

Eventually the questioning began, 
though in a confused and uncoordinated 
manner. I soon realized that there were 
many different parties after information, 
such as how we had gotten to Khun Sa’s 
camp and who else was there, but they were 
all working independently of each other. A 
very smooth operator with an excellent 
command of English — spook-type — be¬ 
gan a casual and innocuous line of inquiry 
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that I soon realized was leading into an area 
that I wished to avoid: Did you take any 
photographs? 

I had a bag full of film but did not want it 
confiscated. I refused to answer any more 
questions. Hell, we still didn’t know what 
offense we had committed, let alone what 
they might do with us. After I insisted on 
being informed about this, we were told we 
were being charged under Section 2: violat¬ 
ing immigration laws by illegally exiting 
and re-entering Thailand. Legally it seemed 
that the visit to Khun Sa was irrelevant, but 
we all knew that in fact this was the catalyst 
for the whole circus. 

Since we were arrested inside Thailand 
we could*have challenged the authorities to 
prove we had crossed the border, but we 
signed the charge sheet on the understand¬ 
ing that we would be given a quick trial and 
standard fine. We were also to be “sent 
out” of the country, but were assured that 
we could return with new visas. It sounded a 
fair deal. 

At about 1900, six hours after our arrest, 
Edith and I were taken to jail, where we 
were treated to a decent meal before being 
perfunctorily searched and locked into a 
freshly washed cell with a teakwood floor 
and attached toilet. There was no light ex¬ 
cept one in the corridor which shone 
through the iron bars and never went off, but 
it was rent free. 

I was absorbed in reading Kerouac’s Des¬ 
olation Angels when a voice in English 
came from the adjoining cell, asking us if 
we would like some cigarettes. 

“We are all foreigners here, sir,” the 
voice said. **We came from Burma.” 

“So did we,” replied Edith, and we all 
cracked up with laughter. 

A litde later the voice returned with: 
“Hello, sir, would you care to read the 
Bible while you are troubled, sir?” I stuck 
with Kerouac but thanked my unseen friend 
anyway. It seemed that he was a Shan- 
Karen Christian who had attempted to 
smuggle antique Buddha statues from Bur¬ 
ma to Thailand but had been caught. He 
claimed the police had ripped him off, 
accepting the traditional take of “customs- 
duty” but turning him in anyway and con¬ 
fiscating the lost loot in the bargain. 

Next morning we woke early. We’d slept 
well; jail was warmer at night than the jun¬ 
gle of Shan State. After breakfast, for which 
we sent out, we were processed by the 
police. Again the litany of questions we had 
already fielded in the immigration office 
and the tedium of endless paperwork. I 
couldn’t help thinking that if they had 
nabbed the full complement of foreigners 
crossing the border there would be pande¬ 
monium here now. But we stayed cool and 
played the game. 

We were then fingerprinted five times 
and a mug shot was taken for police files. 
Some sleaze, a local stringer for a national 
rag, snapped me at the same time and I later 
appeared in the Thai dailies looking like a 
safe-breaker. Edith refused to be photo¬ 
graphed in this guy’s presence, a 



Author sits in Thai jail cell awaiting better 
things. 


courageous albeit futile act of defiance 
under the circumstances — the police gave 
him a copy of their photo anyway. 

By now word had leaked to Bangkok that 
two foreigners had been arrested on the bor¬ 
der, and the phone at the jail began to run 
hot with calls for us. So much for low pro¬ 
file; we were now international news prop¬ 
erty. In the afternoon we were told we 
would be taken to court. Pulling up at a 
provincial administrative building, we 
learned we would be introduced to our 
“lawyer.” During that endless waiting, 
which was by now familiar fare, a guy 
emerged from an office and offered us 
advice on how to plead. “Are you our 
lawyer?” asked Edith. “No, I’m a veteri¬ 
narian,” he replied. It was quite amusing, 
but Edith had had enough and adamantly 
demanded to phone the U.S. Consulate in 
Chiang Mai, which she was able to do from 
the provincial livestock office. 

We finally made it to the courthouse, 
where once again we admitted our guilt with 
the mitigating proviso that there had been no 
signs to warn us that we were leaving Thai¬ 
land nor any border guards to prevent us 
from doing so. If the authorities wished to 
prevent journalists from visiting Khun Sa, 
why didn’t they station border police in 
advance, we argued. The stem-faced judge, 
a woman in her 30s, was not impressed by 
our escapade and fined us 1,000 baht ($40) 
each, with a month’s prison sentence sus¬ 
pended. We paid up and left, receiving a 20 
baht rebate for the night we had already 
spent in the slammer! 

We signed out of the jail and were driven 
to the immigration office, where we sat 
while officials conferred in hushed tones. 
Outside a tourist couple walked past, oblivi¬ 
ous to our drama, probably oblivious to the 
dmg trade and the Shan insurgency as well, 
but free. 


We thought we were free, too, but no. 
We were taken back to the jail again for 
another night, no explanation given. I 
passed time talking with our smuggler 
friend next door. He had a two-year sen¬ 
tence to serve unless he could come up with 
a 60,000-baht fine. I asked him what he did 
each day in jail. “Thinking, sir, just think¬ 
ing,” he said. 

By coincidence it turned out that our 
friend was sharing his cell with a number of 
Kom Jemg’s soldiers who’d been caught in 
Mae Hong Son without papers. Did he 
understand who Kom Jemg was? I asked 
our friend. “Oh yes, sir,” he replied. “He 
is the only tme revolutionary in the Shan 
State.” And what about Khun Sa? “He is 
just a businessman.” 

The following morning we both had calls 
from our consuls and we learned we had 
been the only arrests. Wire agencies were 
still hot on our case, calling the jail for 
follow-up news, and we had a visit from two 
locals mnning a tourist guest house who had 
heard that there were two “farangs” — 
foreigners — in the lockup. They were veiy 
welcome — they brought food! 

At 1330 hours, smiling officials told us 
we would be sent to Bangkok in the eve¬ 
ning. It was now 29 January, Chinese New 
Year, a public holiday for sure. We were too 
late for a flight and unsure about buses. 
How were we getting there? My pen rai — 
the immigration boys had a jeep (model 
2,4-D, as in the poppy-spraying program), 
and we were driven through the night sleep¬ 
ing in the back on mattresses, in the com¬ 
pany of one mildly drunk official. 

But it wasn’t over yet. It was Friday and 
we had no tickets for a flight out of the 
country. “You’ll have to stay until Mon¬ 
day,” we were told. We were in a large 
building at the rear of the public offices 
where foreigners get their visas extended. 
Upstairs were the overcrowded detention 
cells where we would be sent. To hell with 
that. “We have credit cards,” we said. 
“We can book flights with these.” 

Edith was accompanied into the city and 
obtained seats on the next flight out — 
tomorrow at noon! Ah well, another night in 
the slammer. This was an education. There 
were separate men’s and women’s quarters, 
and I was placed with a handful of Iranians 
arrested with false passports and a mass of 
Cambodian refugees, many of whom had 
managed to journey all the way to Bangkok 
before being apprehended. But that’s anoth¬ 
er story. 

On 31 January we were finally released. 
At the airport our two escorting officers 
checked us in at the head of the queue, 
where patiently waiting package-tourists 
were obliging enough not to object, and 
handled all paperwork with immigration. I 
was technic^ly overstayed, but having been 
an Immigration Department guest they 
didn’t press the point. Our flight to Penang 
was called. We were escorted to the check¬ 
in gate and passed through. We had just 
been expelled from Thailand. But we were 
free. ^ 
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SOF EL SALVADOR 




FROM THE PAST 

Brownings and Madsens Return 
to Duty in Santa Ana 

Text & Photos by Harry Claflin 


W HILE working with the Salvadoran 
army’s 2nd Brigade out of Santa Ana 
in western El Salvador, a major problem 
came to my attention: There was an acute 
shortage of machine guns. 

Equipment shortages are, of course, 
nothing new in the Salvadoran army. But 
considering that 2nd Brigade’s mission is to 
protect high visibility targets from guerrilla 
attack, it’s vital they be equipped with suffi¬ 
cient MGs for the task. 

Also, a large amount of coffee — a huge 
foreign currency crop for Salvador — is 
grown in this area and it’s the army’s job to 
protect it. This is no small task considering 
how vulnerable the expanses of coffee 
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Browning M1919A6 awaits testing and 
reconditioning at the range before going 
into action around Santa Ana, £I Salvador. 


plantations are to being booby trapped, and 
how susceptible troops patrolling the area 
are to ambush. 

Protecting coffee plantations and numer¬ 
ous fixed installations is difficult enough, 
but the Salvadorans’ problem was further 
compounded because the machine gun with 
which they were equipped was one of the 
worst ever made — the M60. If you can 
keep half of those beasts working at any one 
time you’re doing well. 


They really had a problem. But good 
fortune was heading their way — thanks to 
John Browning. 

It started one day while I was in the 
armory working on several 57nim recoilless 
rifles. I noticed the snout of some type of 
water jacket sticking out of a box. My in¬ 
terest piqued, I went to look. What I found 
was a Browning MI917AI .30-06-caliber 
machine gun. Having a real fondness for 
these old war-horses I picked it up and ex¬ 
amined it. To my utter astonishment it was 
complete and in perfect working order. 

The fun was just beginning, however. 
Also in the box were three M1919A6s and 
they, too, were in good working order. In 
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fact, they looked new. Looking further I 
also came up with two heavy and three light 
tripods. 

The guns were dirty but not rusted, and it 
would only take a few routine checks and 
some belted .30-06 ammo to get them fir¬ 
ing. At noon I went back to my room and 
told Colonel Kimball what I’d found. Colo¬ 
nel Kimball was Military Group adviser to 
2nd Brigade, and like me had a fondness for 
old Brownings. I asked him if we could 
check the water-cooled M1917 A1 out of the 
armory, clean it up and shoot it. He thought 
there would be no problem with that, but 
wondered where we could find the ammo to 
send downrange.- 

We went back to the armory and were 
•told there was none. But I remembered hav¬ 
ing seen a few cans in the past, and we 
began looking. 

After digging around we came up with five 
cans of belted ammo. It was in bad shape and 
the links were rusted. I knew we’d have to 
clean it up before we shot it. The Salvadoran in 
charge of the armory was watching us and 
asked Col. Kimball if that was the ammo that 
went with the MGs. We told him it was. He 
said he didn’t realize that was what we were 
looking for and walked off. 

We were still digging around when he 
came back and asked us to follow him. We 
went into another part of the armory and 
couldn’t believe our eyes. There in front of 
us were wooden boxes, stacked 10 feet high 
by 30 feet long and wide, full of .30-06 
ammo. The armorer said this ammo was for 
the Ml Garand and the Madsen MGs. What 
Madsens? He said they had many Madsen 
machine guns in .30-06, but that they 
weren’t used anymore. 

Colonel Kimball asked him if we could 
see the Madsens. Sure, no problem. 

In another part of the armory, stacked up 
like cordwood, were at least 50 Madsens. 
“Do they work?” I asked. The armorer 
didn’t know. He had never seen them or the 
Brownings fired. I picked up four or five 
Madsens and checked them out. They 
looked to be in fine working order. 

We went back to the stack of ammo. 
After a quick count we came up with rough¬ 
ly 800,000 rounds, of which 30,000 were 
belted for the Brownings, We signed out the 
M1917A1 and five cans of ammo and re¬ 


Danish Madsen Model 1934 Light Machine 
Gun is being used in the Held by 
equipment-short Salvadoran 2nd Brigade. 


Member of Salvadoran army’s 2nd Brigade 
takes his turn firing Browning M1917A1, 
caliber .30-06, Medium Machine Gun. 

These MGs date back to World War I and 
can be found on perimeter defense duty 
around Santa Ana. Browning M1919A6 is 
in the background. 

turned to the house. It had been a long time 
since I’d taken a Browning down, but it’s 
just like riding a bicycle — once you know 
how you never forget. 

The gun, made by Remington in 1918, 
looked almost new after its bath in diesel 
fuel. We had one problem: The water seals 


TRAINING 

DEMOCRACY’S 

SOLDIERS 

Harry Claflin has helped train army 
and air force regulars in El Salvador as 
well as anti-communist freedom fighters 
in Honduras. He’s also accompanied 
SOF staffers during three training mis¬ 
sions to Central America. 

Prior to his involvement down south, 
Harry served six years in the Marine 
Corps, three of those years with 1st 
Force Recon Company. He also worked 
with MACV Studies and Observations 
Group. He currently owns and operates 
Starlight Training Center in Liberal, 
Missouri. 


on the barrel were missing. I remembered 
these were made of asbestos string soaked in 
grease. The next day we went to town and 
found a hardware store that carried asbestos 
rope for making furnace seals. We took our 
piece of rope, unraveled it, soaked it in 
grease and voil^ — instant seals. Now to 
find out if the gun would shoot. 

The pistol range was just down the way 
from our house and was as good a place as 
any to test this old relic. 

I hand-cycled the weapon many times 
after setting the head space and knew it 
should work. I raised the feed cover, put in a 
belt of ammo and settled down behind the 
gun for some fun. With the water jacket full 
of water the weapon was very heavy and 
didn’t even rock as I jacked the bolt back. I 
squeezed the trigger and BANG! — one 
round downrange, nothing more. One shot? 
I jacked the bolt back again. BANG! One 
more round, but no burst. What was wrong? 

Then it dawned on me: If the seals are too 
tight, the weapon will not function. Out 
went the water, one wrap off the barrel 
seals, refill with water and reload. 

TAT-TAT-TAT-TAT. Perfect. The seals 
weren’t leaking and the old gun was running 
like a sewing machine. By this time we’d 
gathered quite a crowd. They’d only seen this 
gun fired in the movies, never in person. 

Continued on page 100 


Test firing the Browning M1919A6, caliber 
.30-06, Medium MG on the range in El 
Salvador. 
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Spetsnaz supermen? Their training and the flexibility they’re allowed under strict Soviet 
military doctrine make them formidable enemies, and they’re rotated through Afghanistan 
on a regular basis to fight one of the world’s most determined resistance movements. But no 
unit is so good that it can’t be beaten by an equally dedicated opponent. 

SOVIET SPECIAL OPS 

SPETSNAZ 

INVADES 

AMERICA 

USG Ignores Soviet 
Special Troops Inside Our Borders 

by Neil C. Livingstone and M.K. Pilgrim 

Photos Courtesy of the Authors 
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E lite Soviet Spetsnaz, or Special Pur¬ 
pose, troops are systematically con¬ 
ducting operations on U.S. territory, and 
the U.S. government is trying to keep the 
whole matter under wraps. A recent secret 
National Intelligence Estimate focused only 
on Spetsnaz operations on the territory of 
our allies and specifically excluded material 
about activities in the continental United 
States. Why? Chiefly because of bureau¬ 
cratic infighting among the FBI, Defense 
Department and other federal agencies. But 
there is also the question of what to do about 


Four-man Spetskiaz teams were secretly sent 
to Vietnam to test the then-new SVD sniper 
rifle on U.S. forces during the war in 
Southeast Asia. 
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WHAT IS SPETSNAZ? 

Spetsnaz (Voyska Spetsial' nogo 
Naznacheniya) is a Russian acronym for 
“Special Designation,” and the Soviet 
Military Encyclopedia (Volume 2) de¬ 
scribes them, ironically, as the unsavory 
special operations forces of its Western 
adversaries. “Troops of Special Des¬ 
ignation,” it claims, are “special units 
and subunits in the armed forces in an 
array of capitalistic states, designated 
for reconnaissance-sabotage and terror¬ 
istic activities, the organization of rebel¬ 
lious activity and armed attacks, the 
directing of psychological war, prop¬ 
aganda, and their subversive activity.” 
As the term is used by the United States 
and its allies, however, it generally re¬ 
fers to what John M. Collins calls “a 
mixed bag of military and civilian SOF 
(special operations forces). KGB forces 
probably emphasize political missions, 
while the GRU (Soviet military intelli¬ 
gence) features war fighting, but bound¬ 
aries are blurred and overlaps are com¬ 
mon.” 

Spetsnaz forces are the only units in 
the Soviet military structure that are en¬ 
couraged to be innovative and to operate 
with a high degree of independence. 
Thus, they serve as a unique element of 
the Soviet combat structure of wartime 
FRONTS. According to recent reports, 
each military district and fleet has its 
own Spetsnaz brigade. Brigades are be¬ 
lieved to contain approximately 100 six- 
to 10-man teams (or five- to 12-man 
teams). This translates into approx¬ 
imately 600 to 1,000 Spetsnaz troops 
available to each brigade commander. 
The FRONT commander also has an in¬ 
dependent Spetsnaz company at his dis¬ 
posal. 

While there has been a good deal of 
debate and discussion as to who actually 
controls these Spetsnaz units, they are 
GRU assets that report to the Chief In¬ 
telligence Directorate’s 5th Directorate 


(department), which is responsible for 
operational intelligence. Simply trans¬ 
lated, this means that Spetsnaz units 
operating at the FRONT level report to 
the Chief of Intelligence who, corre¬ 
spondingly, is under the command of the 
Chief of Staff. It is also known that 
Spetsnaz units can be tasked by the KGB 
with or without the consent of the 
FRONT commander. Each Spetsnaz 
commander recognizes the ultimate 
“authority” of the KGB in all Soviet 
political/military affairs. In other words, 
what the KGB wants, the KGB gets. 

The history of Soviet Spetsnaz forces 
dates back to World War H, when they 
were created to cany out various uncon¬ 
ventional operations behind German 
lines, including sabotage, assassina¬ 
tions, reconnaissance, espionage and 
training partisans. Today their role has 
changed little, and they are tasked with 
strategic reconnaissance and target des¬ 
ignation; the destruction or sabotage of 
key targets such as nuclear weapons 
sites, infrastructure elements, pipelines, 
airfields, and command and control 
centers; the assassination or kidnapping 
of enemy political leaders; serving as 
“pathfinders” for other Soviet military 
forces; support for partisans; and certain 
counterinsurgency operations. Accord¬ 
ing to Ross S. Kelly, “Naval Spetsnaz 
units are tasked with conducting recon¬ 
naissance of potential landing beaches, 
enemy naval facilities and submarine 
approaches to fleet anchorages, as well 
as amphibious raids.” 

The profile of the standard Spetsnaz 
soldier reveals that he is most often a 
highly trained non-commissioned offi¬ 
cer or junior field grade officer (lieuten¬ 
ant or captain). Typically, the average 
Spetsnaz unit is composed of 18- to 20- 
year-old noncoms led by an officer in his 
early or mid-20s, with a warrant officer 
or sergeant as second-in-command. In 
contrast to conventional Soviet military 
doctrine, every non-commissioned 
officer is trained and has the authority to 


take over and operate the unit in the 
event the senior officer is incapacitated, 
and this includes the highly unusual au¬ 
thority to use his own judgment to make 
decisions such as shifting the unit’s 
emphasis from primary to secondary 
targets. 

Every member of a Spetsnaz unit is 
considered to be “highly trustworthy,” 
and those selected for Spetsnaz training 
have already passed a number of tests 
regarding their political reliability, such 
as Komsomol or Party membership. It 
has been claimed that the units are so 
trustworthy, in fact, that they do not 
have political officers watching their ev¬ 
ery move, as is standard practice 
throughout the Soviet military. 

Every Spetsnaz member receives 
highly specialized training^, including 
airborne operations (HALO and 
HAHO), scuba diving, silent killing, in¬ 
filtration and exfiltration, demolitions 
(conventional and improvised explo¬ 
sives, incendiary devices, and special 
abrasives and acids), clandestine com¬ 
munications, psychological warfare, 
paramilitary sports (such as competitive 
shooting and martial arts), intelligence 
collection and clandestine operations. 
Members of Spetsnaz units are also 
given special language and foreign “cul¬ 
ture’ ’ training, consistent with their need 
to operate in a variety of foreign environ¬ 
ments like the United States. 

While Soviet Spetsnaz forces are 
sometimes portrayed in the Western 
media as Ramboesque, 10-foot-tall su¬ 
perwarriors, they are not without their 
own limitations. However, inasmuch as 
they are being rotated through Afghani¬ 
stan on a regular basis, Spetsnaz forces 
will have the distinct advantage over 
their Western counterparts of having 
seen action against one of the world’s 
most dogged, ruthless and dedicated in¬ 
surgent movements, the mujahideen. 
Most members of U.S. special opera¬ 
tions units, by contrast, have not seen 
action in at least 14 years. 
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them; the actual interdiction of a Spetsnaz 
unit in the United States would likely pro¬ 
duce cries of outrage across the country and 
create so much anti-Soviet feeling as to 


Some of these Soviet intelligence-collecting 
vessels also house midget submarines used 
by Spetsnaz forces to penetrate territorial 
waters of Western countries. One incident 
put a Spetsnaz mini-sub on Alaska’s 
coastline in an area where an Eskimo 
member of the Alaskan Scouts (National 
Guard) was shot to death. 
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support personnel. 

‘ ‘ Sensitive or fragile equipment (elec¬ 
tronics material, detonators and com¬ 
munication devices) can be brought into 
the country by diplomatic pouch and 
made available to the teams through 
established procedures. 

‘Teams will attempt to place their 
explosives and incendiary devices on the 
targets and set them to detonate at H- 
hour. All efforts will be made to prevent 
association of these acts with the USSR 
in order to maintain the element of sur¬ 
prise for the main attack. Immediately 
prior to H-hour, the UW teams will pre¬ 
pare to: 

• locate and destroy nuclear capable 
weaponry. 

• jam radar installations, 

• kidnap or assassinate key political- 
military leadership. 

• seize or destroy radio and TV 
broadcasting facilities. 

“At H-hour a wide spectrum of sabo¬ 
tage actions will be initiated.” 


SPETSNAZ 

UNCONVENTIONAL 

WARFARE 

OPERATIONS 

The following scenario outlining 
typical Spetsnaz-type operations prior to 
a Soviet main-force incursion into a 
foreign country comes from unclassified 
U,S. government documents. 

“An unconventional warfare scenar¬ 
io: The following hypothetical scenario 
illustrates the employment concept for 
the full exploitation of Soviet UW [un¬ 
conventional warfare] assets. 

“In support of a coordinated attack, 
air-dropp^ or air-landed GRU special 
purpose teams would be introduced into 
their respective target areas some days 
prior to H-hour. Special KGB sabotage 
teams would have been infiltrated over a 
longer period of time by clandestine 
methods to include the use of interna¬ 


tional commercial travel. These sabo¬ 
tage teams could be prepared to begin 
their operations well before the enemy’s 
rear area security apparatus can be fully 
alerted. In the pre-war period, some 
KGB personnel will seek to undermine 
national resistance through political 
measures. 

“Sabotage teams will begin isolated 
acts of sabotage, such as destroying a 
key bridge. In addition, KGB teams will 
attempt to create chaos at major ports 
and disrupt communications. 

“Shortly before D-day, additional 
sabotage teams will be inserted and the 
majority of ‘sleeper agents’ activated. 

“Sabotage equipment can be smug¬ 
gled into a country by any number of 
secret methods and stored in hidden, but 
easily accessible, caches. Smuggling 
techniques may include the offshore 
dropping of waterproof containers from 
ships and submarines. In accordance 
with the prearranged signals, they will 
be recovered and stored by clandestine 


UNCOVERING 

SPETSNAZ 

NeilfC. Livingstone is an adjunct pro- 
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ton Press. 

M.K. Pilgrim is the vice president of 
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on the subject of Spetsnaz. 

We welcome their insightful contribu¬ 
tion to Soldier of Fortune. 
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jeopardize an arms control agreement. 

Spetsnaz forces “softened up” targets in 
Afghanistan prior to the Soviet invasion 
and, with elements of the KGB, surrounded 
the national palace in Kabul and later ex¬ 
ecuted President Hafizullah Amin. Hunter- 
killer Spetsnaz teams are currently engaged 
in a variety of special operations in Afghani¬ 
stan, such as the assassination of rebel lead¬ 
ers, the interdiction of arms and the ambush 
of rebel units. One of the most intriguing 
missions rumored to have been given to 
Spetsnaz units in Afghanistan is the capture 
of American-made, shoulder-fired Stinger 
ground-to-air missiles. The Soviets are be¬ 
lieved to be losing aircraft in Afghanistan at 
the rate of one every 36 hours, and the 
Stinger is proving highly effective against 
the aircraft of Soviet-backed forces in 
Angola as well. Thus, to neutralize this 
threat, the Soviets have sought for some 
time to capture Stingers, which could then 
be sold or turned over to a country like Iran. 
If used against U.S. forces, the predictable 
outcry in Congress would be so great as to 
jeopardize continued Stinger shipments to 
anti-Soviet rebels, thereby removing the 
most significant threat to their air superior¬ 
ity. The recent discovery of Stinger packing 
materials (but no actual weapons) following 
the U.S. engagement with Iranian speed 
boats in the Persian Gulf suggests that the 
Spetsnaz mission may have been accom¬ 
plished, Stories in the media suggesting that 
elements of the mujahideen sold a number 
of Stingers to Iran may simply be a subter¬ 
fuge to mask the involvement of the Soviets 
in securing the missiles for the Iranians. 

Spetsnaz units also played a prominent 
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Each Spetsnaz member receives intensive 
training on every aspect of overt and covert 
operations, including the most sophisticated 
Soviet electrical, communications and 
explosives devices. This unidentified item of 
Soviet electronic equipment is said to have 
been found in connection with a Soviet 
Spetsnaz operation in the United States. 
Government researchers have not yet been 
able to definitively identify its purpose. 


role in the Soviet invasion of Czechoslova¬ 
kia in 1968, including the seizure of Prague 
airport so as to permit the Soviet 103rd 
Guards Airborne Division to land. The 


plane bearing the Spetsnaz unit feigned en¬ 
gine trouble in order to secure permission to 
land at the Prague airport. The elite com¬ 
mandos burst from the aircraft even before it 
had rolled to a stop, overpowering guard 
posts and establishing procedures to bring 
the division in. Four-man Spetsnaz teams 
also were secretly sent to Vietnam to test the 
then-new SVD sniper rifle on U.S. forces 
during the war in Southeast Asia. 

Only seven years ago this was a classified 
(code-word) subject, but recently new 
attention and intelligence energy have been 
focused on Spetsnaz forces, and some mate¬ 
rial about this hitherto unspoken subject is 
becoming public knowledge. Nevertheless, 
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much about the actual organization and op¬ 
erations of Spetsnaz forces remains a mys¬ 
tery, There has never been a Spetsnaz defec¬ 
tor to the West, despite the hemorrhaging of 
Soviet deserters in Afghanistan. Much of 
the current information being obtained by 
Western intelligence agencies is from 
Spetsnaz-“related” individuals claiming 
close or unique association with elite Soviet 
units. However, authorities remain skepti¬ 
cal about the value and authenticity of much 
of this information. 

There are 24 Spetsnaz brigades con¬ 
trolled by Soviet military intelligence 
(GRU), and each boasts its own dedicated 
training facility. A great deal of what we 
actually know about Spetsnaz forces and 
their objectives comes from secret Western 
reconnaissance of these training areas, 
which has revealed mockups of U.S. nucle¬ 
ar power plants, refineries and electrical 
switching yards. Even more disturbing, 
such training areas also contain mockups of 
U.S. airliners and even the same models of 
aircraft used by the Air Force to transport 
the president and vice president. Training is 
also routinely conducted against mockups 
of various NATO targets, including models 
of nuclear-capable weapons (Pershing, 
Lance and ground-launched cruise mis¬ 
siles), nuclear depots and airbases. 

Primary Spetsnaz targets in the United 
States are known to include key command 
and control centers, the president and other 
political leaders, the 799-mile-long Trans- 
Alaska pipeline and major infrastructure 
components, nuclear power plants, and mil¬ 
itary bases and facilities. Soviet intelligence 
agents, some of them possibly Spetsnaz 
“sleeper” agents or special reconnaissance 
operators, run shops and convenience stores 
adjacent to most major American military 
bases, chiefly for the purpose of intelligence 
collection. Some shops, however, may 
serve as “safe houses” and staging sites for 

LOST IN THE FILES 

To American military intflligence 
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Detafe from the investigation of the 
body that washed up on a beach in Alas- 
kaare sparse: death by drowning, blond 
hair, blue eyes, age e^ly 2Qs, no identi¬ 
fication on the body, wet suit of un¬ 
known origin, no reasonable match with 
persons missing in diving accidents, 
either Alaska or Canada^ 

‘ ‘The body was buried in an unmarked 
grave aid the report was collectmg dust in 
the local police files until a repi^r woik- 
i,i|. . ingjiOn the killing ofi the Eskimo scout 
discovered it,an informed tPilitairy iii- 
telligence analyst told SOF. 

“Was he a Spetsnaz swimmer 
drowned on some mission we never 
learned about? We Just don’t know. 

“The problem is, there is no collec- 
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contemplated attacks on those U.S. facili¬ 
ties in time of war. 

Sources also have confirmed the presence 
on some Soviet Lentra-class AGI vessels of 
midget submarines used by Spetsnaz forces. 
Although purportedly merchant ships, the 
Lentra-class vessels operate all along the 
U.S. coastline collecting electronic and sig¬ 
nals data. Mini-submarines, presumed to 
belong to^Spetsnaz units, have been tracked 
in Japanese and Swedish territorial waters. 

There is a persistent story, denied by the 
Pentagon but confirmed by Alaskan 
sources, that an Eskimo member of the 
Alaskan Scouts (National Guard) was 
apparently shot to death after stumbling 
upon a Spetsnaz reconnaissance unit in 
Alaska. Reports indicate that authorities 
discovered footprints leading from the mur¬ 
der scene to the water’s edge, as well as 
mini-sub tracks nearby in shallow water. In 
addition, a piece of equipment found at the 
scene was identified as being of Soviet ori¬ 
gin. The incident has produced serious dis¬ 
sension within the ranks of the Alaskan 
Scouts: Several members have refused to 
patrol the area of the shooting and others 
have resigned. [Editor’s note: SOF has 
learned that the item of Soviet equipment 
found next to the body of the Eskimo scout 
on Little Diomede Island was a Soviet NBC 
decontamination kit. In addition, an autop¬ 
sy performed on the scout revealed that he 
had been killed by a dum-dum bullet of a 
type known to be favored by Spetsnaz 
teams.] 

There are several reports of other attacks 
against Americans on U.S. soil, but details 
are hard to come by. It has been confirmed 
by intelligence sources that CIA double 
agent Boris Korczak was assassinated at a 
shopping mall in the Washington, DC, sub¬ 
urbs with the notorious umbrella-weapon 


itibn point for ipcidents of thaf^^^n^ 

The reports either get filed by local au¬ 
thorities or passed on to the I^I, which 
just doesn’t do much with cases like that. 

“One place where we havb founci 
some very interesting clues is with 
FEMA [Federal Emergency Manage¬ 
ment Agency], and some of those clues 
intriguiiTg,’’ the analyst said,.. , : 

“For example, several drivers cross¬ 
ing the Golden Gate Bridge in San Fran¬ 
cisco simultaneously stopped their cars 
abreast, locked them up and got into a 
car ahead of them and drove off. The 
traffic jam was massive and when local 
police checked the cars they found they 
h^d all been rented at the airport wiA 
false credentials and credit cards'; 

“Another FEMA report detailed a 
peculiar incident in Wilmington, North 
Carolina, where at 0500 one morning a 
blue Mercedes came roaring off the 
ramp of a Soviet RoRo [Roll on, Roll 



Spetsnaz troops, in guards’ uniforms, 
spearheaded the Soviet invasion of 
Czechoslovakia by seizing Prague airport. 
Spetsnaz troops wear uniforms of troops 
they’re working with: usually guards’ units or 
Soviet Naval Infantry (see this issue’s cover). 


off] ship, shot down the; pier at high , i 
speed and crashed through a manned ' 
pole banier. The security guard reported 
it to the local police who questioned the,, ,, 
Soviet crew, which predictably had seen 
nothing, heard nothing and knew noth¬ 
ing . We found the car three months later 
abandoned in the Florida Everglades. 

‘ ’FEMA also has some chemical plant. 
fife incidents which are suspicious, and ' 
lately we^ve begun to considerfhe possi¬ 
bility that some of the power failure , ,, 
problems we’ve had on the East Coast ■ 
the last few years may not be accidental. 

“Why are the Soviets taking the risk? 
They are either very good and believe 
that testing their operation pl^s is worth,, 
the risk, or they are very stupid! and"'" 
reckless.: 

“But then, as long as we don^thave a 
process for tracking them, they ' realiy " ' 
don ’ t risk that much, do they?” 
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used in the attacks on Bulgarian exiles 
Georgi Markov (London) and Vladimir 
Rostov (Paris). It is not known who Korc- 
zak’s assailant was, but it was likely an 
Eastern European intelligence or Spetsnaz 
agent. 

The evidence of Spetsnaz activity in the 
United States is overwhelming. Sources say 
a Soviet unit was observed in San Francis¬ 
co, and a number of Sjjetsnaz transmitters 
have been discovered during the last five 
years in locations as diverse as upstate New 
York, Alaska, Manitoba, Scotland and 
West Germany. In 1983, a Soviet-made 
“plastic” pistol, designed to pass through 
airport security undetected and employed 
solely for assassinations, was found on an 
individual at an airport near the nation's 
capital. Use of this particular pistol is re¬ 
stricted to Spetsnaz headquarters teams. 
Such teams have as their primary purpose 
reconnaissance and neutralization of key in¬ 
frastructure targets, but also engage in 
“wet” operations, that is to say, assassina¬ 
tions. The fate of the individual carrying the 
pistol is classified, but it is safe to assume 
that he is no longer in the United States. 

Merchant shipping also provides the 
Soviets with numerous opportunities for 
penetration. Cargo containers of Soviet ori¬ 


gin with electrical and water hookups have 
been located in Delaware, California and 
North Carolina and are similar to those dis¬ 
covered in Europe during the past six years. 
While their purpose is not entirely certain, 
speculation centers on the containers being 
employed as staging areas, communications 
“drops,” or to hide infiltrators and exfiltra- 
tors. Federal authorities believe that other 
Spetsnaz units have pienetrated the United 
States disguised as members of visiting 
athletic teams, musicians and support per¬ 
sonnel for dance troupes and other cultural 
organizations. 

It is widely known that the Soviets con¬ 
duct extensive Spetsnaz operations in 
Europe — especially on the territory of 
West Germany, France and Great Britain— 
in anticipation of a potential European con¬ 
flict. The French, for example, routinely 
monitor the penetration of their territory by 
Spetsnaz teams, tracking them to com¬ 
munications “drops” and observing them 
conduct mock attacks on French targets. 
This, however, can be extremely difficult. 
Trucks marked “TIR” (Transports Interna- 
tionalaux Routers) are jjermitted by Euro¬ 
pean customs agreement to cross national 
frontiers with only rudimentary procedures 
and minimal scrutiny, and as a result East- 


bloc TIR trucks are regularly used for in¬ 
telligence collection (especially signals and 
other electronic collection) and to transport 
Spetsnaz operatives in and out of various 
countries. It is widely believed today that 
would-be papal assassin Mehmet Ali Agca 
escaped from Rome in a TIR truck of Bul¬ 
garian origin. Not long ago, on one particu¬ 
lar day an estimated 5,000 TIR trucks from 
Bulgaria and Yugoslavia entered French 
territory, overwhelming the ability of that 
nation's intelligence services to track and 
monitor their activities. French authorities 
are extremely concerned about dormant 
agents in their midst who could be activated 
for recoimaissance, sabotage and other mis¬ 
sions by Moscow in times of crisis. 

It is time the U.S. government leveled 
with the American public about the activi¬ 
ties of Soviet military forces within this 
country. The FBI regards Spetsnaz as hos¬ 
tile intelligence agents and therefore under 
the bureau’s jurisdiction. But if the FBI, 
which is a law enforcement—not a military 
— organization, is unable to adequately 
protect our shores from foreign penetration, 
then consideration must be given to expand¬ 
ing both the Pentagon’s and CIA’s roles in 
combating this menace. ^ 
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TANK 

HUNTERS 

Antitank Commandos 
Take Battle to the PLO 


Text & Photos by Ned Kelly 



After antitank commandos’ battle with 
Muslim troops, dead tanks litter the 
countryside. 


A COUPLE of months ago in a tiny 
Christian village just to the north of 
Sanine, Lebanon, the word went out for 
help — and in a goddamned hurry, too. 

You see, the problem was that a couple of 
Syrian-faction PLO vehicle-mounted twin 
23 mike-mikes were working over the help¬ 
less civilian population; apparently just for 
the sport of it, too. 

Try to form a mental picture of the devas¬ 
tating effect that sort of murderous fire 
would have on a defenseless mountain vil¬ 
lage. 

Think of the quaint old stone buildings 
being leveled by an incessant barrage of 
HEIT (high explosive incendiary tracer) hits 
that flashed amid a cloud of dust and flying 
rocks. And think of the terror of the simple 
mountain folk as they huddled desperately 
together for a feeling of security in the dark 
and dank comers of their little cottages, 
waiting for dismemberment or grisly death 
by red-hot shrapnel and flying rocks. 

Then, just to round off their day’s shoot, 
the Palestinians cut down the village’s terri¬ 
fied livestock. Just for sport. 

The local Lebanese Forces’ (LF, the 
Christian militia) infantry unit reacted 
quickly against the unprovoked PLO attack 
with the light weapons at their disposal, but 
to no avail. PLO guns were supported by 
Palestinian infantry who have quite a bit of 
training and a whole damn lot of combat 
time, too. LF grunts valiantly tried to work 
their way up to get at the offending PLO 
guns, but in doing so they took casualties 
which they just could not afford from those 
very same 23 mike-mikes that were until 
then working on the villagers. The LF ad¬ 
vance was also contested by the supporting 
PLO infantry. The LF had no choice but to 
sacrifice the lives of more brave, and now 
very desperate, men. 

Meanwhile back in east (Christian) 
Beimt, the cry for help passed on to the 
Silah El Moudad regiment, the LF’s super¬ 
elite antitank and antiaircraft unit. These 
guys are referred to in Christian Lebanon as 
the Moodamiroon, Arabic for “they who 
smash everything.” And, as it happened, a 
platoon of Moodamiroon TOWs (Tube- 
launched, optically-sighted, wire-guided 


AUSSIE ADVENTURER 

Australian author Ned Kelly has often 
filed dispatches with SOF from the Mid¬ 
dle East, including “Lebanese Air¬ 
borne” (February ’87), “Salty Crusad¬ 
ers” (December ’86), “Tracked Cru¬ 
saders” (February ’86) and “Lebanon’s 
Winter Warriors” (August ’85). Kelly’s 
latest episode takes him back to Beirut, 
where he lived and trained with the 
Lebanese Forces antitank commandos. 
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missiles) was already deployed within strik¬ 
ing distance of the problem area. 

The TOW platoon commander was 
known only as “Nicola” in the interests of 
LF security. Seemingly a very young militia 
officer, Nicola was in his third year of uni¬ 
versity, studying for a degree in business 
management. But Nicola was also a 
blooded infantry and antitank veteran with 
many years of close combat experience in 
various troubled parts of Lebanon. 

On receiving Ae word from his Beirut 
HQ, Nicola moved his platoon into the 
violated area as quickly as possible. 

Then, in the apparently unhurried manner 
of a true professional, he conducted a very 
careful and thorough reconnaissance, look¬ 
ing for likely avenues of the PLO’s next 
approach and suitable ambush sites for his 
TOWs. He was confident that elements of 
the Syrian-backed PLO or Israeli-backed 
Dmze militia would soon try to work over 
another of the Christian villages of the area. 

Nicola’s careful recce and his plans for a 
deliberate ambush were suddenly inter¬ 
rupted by yet another PLO attack. He now 
had no choice (in view of the defenseless 
civilians being slaughtered) but to move 
into the village without delay. 

The TOW platoon motored through the 
hills and small mountains as quickly as the 
terrain would allow, toward the village suf¬ 
fering under the renewed PLO attack. They 
dismounted their American-built jeeps 
when they came within earshot of the enemy 
guns. Nicola and a couple of his TOW com¬ 
manders went forward on foot, under what 
can only be described as insanely dangerous 
conditions, and made a quick recce of the 
still furiously blazing 23 mike-mikes. In all 
truth they were probably quite lucky to re¬ 
turn alive, as several times their movements 
drew the fire of the PLO gunners. 

On returning to his eagerly waiting tank 
hunters, Nicola ordered the TOWs to be 
dismounted from the vehicles. Once they 
had laboriously done that, the crews man- 
packed the missiles and launchers forward. 
Following Nicola’s lead, they made their 
way through wadis (steep, rock-strewn val¬ 
leys) and relatively safe connecting pieces 
of dead ground to a position close enough to 
get in a good shot at the PLO. 

Nicola personally took command of one 
of the dismounted TOWs and positioned the 
other two to support him in case he missed 
his quarry and had to withdraw quickly. 

Nicola settled down in the best position 
he could find to wait for the (hopefully) 
overconfident PLO gunners to move their 
vehicle-mounted 23 mike-mikes in closer 
for some even easier shooting at the village. 
And that is exactly what they did. 

Nicola’s first missile was on time and on 
target: The PLO vehicle exploded and be¬ 
gan to bum fiercely. Unfortunately the 
second PLO gun crew saw the blast of the 
launch as Nicola fired and they quickly 
switched targets and opened up on him in¬ 
stead of the village. The PLO gunners were 
very close to being dead on-target and the 
near miss left Nicola with shrapnel wounds 


on the right side of his face. Undeterred by 
the maelstrom of 23mm HEIT exploding 
and falling around him, Nicola calmly went 
about preparing his second missile for firing 
single-handed. His crew had also been 
wounded in the incoming barrage of HEIT 
and were now in no condition to assist him. 
Just as soon.as the second TOW round was 
ready, he fired—and the PLO gun and crew 
were dead meat. 

Nicola had previously distinguished him¬ 
self with the TOW during the LF’s battles 
for the Shouf Mountains in October 1983. It 
was during one of the static periods of that 
fighting that the still lightly dug-in LF 
forces were subjected to some very incon- 



ABOVE RIGHT: Antitank commando beret 
badge. 

RIGHT: Original shoulder patch as worn 
by both the antitank battalion and the 
antiaircraft battalion depicts winged, 
fire-breathing dragon and a bayonet. 

BELOW: Lebanese Forces fire on Muslim 
troops with 14.5mm antiaircraft guns 
mounted on a Mercedes “Gnimog” 4x4 
truck. 

BOTTOM: French-German MILAN is light 
enough that antitank commandos can easily 
carry it and ammunition as they set off on a 
night amphibious raid. 
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venient heavy-caliber direct fire by Druze 
T-54/55 tanks that were working in the 
mobile artillery role. 

Nicola’s TOWs were deployed to deal 
with one such situation near the village of 
Mish-Riff in the Damour area. On this occa¬ 
sion Nicola was able to conduct his opera¬ 
tion in the manner he prefers: as a tank 
hunter in the tradition of those terribly deter¬ 
mined Germans in 1945 who sortied up and 
down the front line seeking out Russian 
tanks to attack wherever or whenever they 
could find them. Just like the tiger stalkers 
in Northern India during the old days of the 
British Raj, Nicola made the obligatory 
long and careful recce (“Time spent in re¬ 
connaissance is never wasted” — old Brit 
Army proverb). 

He finally picked out a blind that would 
give an advancing tank trouble; a junction of 
very small valleys offered natural fire lanes 
in several directions. Because he had been 
well-briefed by the local infantry command¬ 
er about previous enemy tank movements 
and activities, he was able to make a calcu- 


TOP: Antitank commando with 
jeep-mounted TOW. TOWs are accurate 
and reliable, and it’s not difficult to learn 
their operation. Downside is that it’s too 
heavy to manpack both TOWs and 
ammunition, so vehicle-mounting is 
necessary. 

ABOVE: Lebanese Forces armed with M16s 
advance to contact. 

lated guess that this was a reasonable 
ambush site. Moving his jeep-mounted pla¬ 
toon out slowly and carefully, showing no 
lights in the predawn twilight, he set up his 
carefully camouflaged tank blinds, each 
mutually supporting, of course. This was 
quite difficult and all done under the cover 
of darkness. 

With the patience of a tiger stalker, Nico¬ 
la and his men waited throughout the long 
and boring day that followed for the enemy 
tanks to offer themselves as targets, but to 
no avail. 

This patient but determined vigil dragged 
on for three days, then finally the enemy 


tanks moved. 

“I heard the ‘voice’ [the tracks and ex¬ 
haust noise] of the tanks,” Nicola told me in 
his heavily accented, but quite clear, Eng¬ 
lish. 

They advanced in pairs for mutual sup¬ 
port. The first two fucked up, he told me. 
They crossed one of the little valleys 
together, relying on the following two tanks 
to support them. As they crossed the bottom 
of the little valley their silhouettes were 
clearly visible to the waiting camouflaged 
TOWs. They were sitting ducks for Nicola 
and his militiamen. The tanks labored slow¬ 
ly and with some difficulty up the steep 
bank on the far side, showing their vulner¬ 
able side and rear, where armor is the thin¬ 
nest. What’s more, down in the valley they 
were out of sight of their buddies in the 
supporting tanks. 

Needless to say, Nicola and his boys 
licked their lips and made short work of the 
two more or less helpless T-55s. 

Nicola, with the genuine modesty nearly 
always found among blooded warriors, 
finally confided to me somewhat reluctant¬ 
ly, almost as though it were some unsavory 
secret from his past, that those Druze tanks 
blazed for over 40 minutes. And he smiled, 
but ever so slightly, as he said it. 

Meanwhile, a little way up the valley, his 
three TOW crews were keyed up to fever 
pitch as they waited in vain. The TOW 
gunners were angry and at the same time 
sort of relieved that the anticipated tank 
attack did not materialize. They were grate¬ 
ful to be alive but they felt somehow cheated 
that they were not able to firy up even more 
tanks that day. 

The surviving Druze tankers had shown 
great prudence and withdrew instead of 
futilely losing more tanks to the dreaded 
Moodamiroon. 

Siiah El Moudad is equipped with an 
assortment of TOW, MILAN, SPIGOT, 
Sagger, Mamba, SS11, Entac, SAM-7 mis¬ 
siles and antiaircraft guns (quad 14.5mm 
and twin 23mm). 

All members of the regiment’s antitank 
side of the house must first complete the LF 
special force (ranger/commando) training 
before joining the tank hunters, as big things 
are expected of them. They are not sup¬ 
posed to be like the line antitank units found 
in NATO and U.S. mechanized infantry 
outfits. These guys don’t protect friendly 
formations from a tank threat; they get out 
there in front of the sharp end and hunt 
tanks. These elite tank hunters are easily 
distinguished by their brown berets and 
brown boots (the mark of all special force 
troops in the LF) and by their distinctive cap 
badge and shoulder patch, which depict a 
winged, fire-breathing dragon and a dagger/ 
bayonet symbolizing their mobility, the 
destructive effect and the exhaust flame of 
their high-tech guided missile weapons, and 
their commando/special force status. 

Because of the time and money invested 
in the training of members of this regiment 
and because of their large area of responsi¬ 
bility (all of Christian Lebanon) compared 
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to the limited size of the regiment, many of 
Silah El Moudad sign on as full-time sol¬ 
diers, though they are quite poorly paid 
professionals. 

While there is no requirement — yet — 
for the regiment’s antiaircraft people to 
complete special force training, they are 
most definitely not slouches either. They 
are all combat infantry vets, and the regi¬ 
ment’s day-to-day training keeps them at a 
sharp edge. The boss of the regiment, “Gil¬ 
bert,” insists on exacting standards for all 
of his command, commando tank hunters 
and antiaircraft gunners alike. 

Gilbert is a young full-time officer of the 
type found in all of the better armies of the 
Western world. He is young, multilingual, 
university-educated, a proven infantry com¬ 
bat commander and unmarried. It still 
strikes me as a little odd that all of the LF’s 
star battalion and regimental commanders 
are unmarried. While they have no shortage 
of female admirers, they just don’t seem to 
find too much time for them. Their priorities 
are with their troops, I guess. 

The antiaircraft people usually employ 
their quad 14.5mm and twin 23mm guns 
against ground targets, as there just aren’t 
too many aerial targets over Lebanon 
(Israelis excepted, of course), so they spend 
their time busting buildings, bunkers, 
trucks, armored personnel carriers and the 
like. But their favorite pastime is creating 
alarm and despondency among Muslim in¬ 
fantry, especi^ly when they are moving in 
the open. 

In 1981, during the battle for the Chris¬ 
tian city of Zahle on the western edge of the 
Bekka Valley, the forerunners of the regi¬ 
ment were able to prove themselves in both 
antitank and antiaircraft roles—and against 
the Goliath Syrian army at that. 

At Zahle, the Christian militia was sur¬ 
rounded by superior Syrian forces which 
included large numbers of T-62 tanks. The 
Christian militia did not have any heavy 
antitank weapons; they were then equipped 
mostly with RPG-7s and supported by 
155mm and 130mm indirect artillery fire 
from the Christian enclave to the north and 
east of Beirut. Because the city of Zahle was 
surrounded by Syrian tanks with air cover, it 
was not possible to move Christian tanks 
from the Christian enclave across the moun¬ 
tains and into the city to engage tanks with 
tanks. The Christians had found a MILAN 
rocket launcher and imported French and 
Italian mercenaries to train them in the use 
of it. Christian militiamen now infiltrated 
through the snow in the mountain passes 
into the city with this one MILAN launcher. 

When the massive Syrian armored forma¬ 
tions assaulted the pitiMly thin LF defenses 
around Zahle, they received an unexpected 
response. Within minutes three Syrian T- 
62s were burning fiercely, recipients of 
good solid hits from the MILAN. 

The Syrian armored commander quickly 
saw the writing on the wall. Any of his tanks 
that came within 3,000 meters (max effec¬ 
tive range) of the MILAN were going to 
crash and burn — and die. He wisely 



ABOVE: Antiaircraft weapons like this 
ZPU-4 14.5nim heavy machine gun spend 
time busting buildings, bunkers, trucks, 
APCs and an occasional aerial target. 

RIGHT: Commando who was later killed in 
action in 1983 fighting in Bhamdoun wears 
beret and badge of the antitank 
commandos. 

ordered all of his tanks to withdraw, pre¬ 
cluding any worse disaster, much to the 
chagrin of the LF tank hunters, who thought 
that so far this was just a warm up. Syrian 
action against Zahle thereafter was limited 
to siege and massive artillery barrages from 
prudently safe distances. 

Christian militiamen who operated the 
MILAN at Zahle were from the unit known 
as the Guardians of the Cedars. This unit is a 
praetorian guard of the Lebanese Forces. 
One of the results of the battle was that the 
Christian militia realized the potential of an 
antitank weapon and units properly trained 
in the use of it. One single MILAN had kept 
the Syrians from entering the city. 

Lebanese Forces also formed the antitank 
commando unit because they just don’t have 
enough tanks to consider trading blows 
tank-on-tank with the Syrians. The Chris¬ 
tian militia is not rich; they cannot buy more 
tanks. However, antitank weapons are a 
cost-effective measure. They can afford 
many launchers for the price of a single 
tank. Unfortunately, when the antitank 
commando unit was formed with the Chris¬ 
tian militia’s meager financial resources, 
their original equipment consisted only of 
the single MILAN and two Soviet-made 
Sagger launchers and a very limited number 
of missiles for each of the systems. Without 
sufficient numbers of missiles, they were 
not able to properly train their gunners. A 



Sagger gunner, for example, should fire 
about 50 missiles in practice before he can 
be counted on having a 75-percent chance of 
hitting a live target. 

While antitank operators were breaking 
in at Zahle, LF armored forces on the 
‘ ‘French Room’ * (a very high plateau above 
the surrounding mountains that commands 
the western approaches to the city and there¬ 
fore all the clandestine resupply routes from 
Beirut) came under devastating attack from 
Syrian air force Gazelle helicopter gunships 
firing deadly accurate HOT (Haut sub- 
sonique Optiquement t616guid6 tir6 d*un 
Tube) missiles. The effect on the LF 
armored and soft-skinned vehicles was in¬ 
deed devastating. Those determined Syrian 
pilots attacked as a horde, destroying all LF 
vehicles in sight. They eventually were 
even attacking individual Christian grunts 
with their HOTs (what an extravagance!). 

The LF immediately dispatched four men 
with two SAM-7s (captured from the PLO), 
and they were in the battle zone within the 
hour. 

One of the LF SAM crews fired and suc- 
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Lebanese Forces manpack Saggers through 
the mountains in Lebanon. Saggers are 
favored weapons in Lebanon, as they’re 
cheap, light and easy to camouflage. 


cessfully downed a marauding Syrian 
Gazelle gunship. The other SAM crew was 
frustrated in its attempt to score, as all Syr¬ 
ian choppers immediately withdrew. And 
so, while only one kill was effected, the 
result was a complete success, as all the 
enemy rotary wing aircraft left the scene 
with dispatcL 

In the summer of 1982 the battalion 
fought its first action in the mountains 
northeast of Beirut, in a place called Aa- 
quora. At the beginning of the battle Syrian 
tanks attacked the positions of the Lebanese 
Forces and captured them. While this was 
going on, the antitank commando battalion 
was in its garrison at Ballounieh, unaware 
of what was going on. In fact they were out 
doing PT when the messenger came for 
them to report to the front line and go into 
combat. 

In the space of 75 minutes they went from 
their garrison routine to the front line, very 
quick considering the type of terrain they 
had to move through to get into position. 
The force deployed by the battalion was 
platoon strength, equipped with one 
MILAN which had only four missiles and 
two Saggers with a total of 20 missiles. 

The antitank commandos were not well- 
trained at this stage in the use of their 
weapons, for two reasons: They didn’t have 
enough ammunition to fire to become com¬ 
petent, and the Lebanese Forces to this day 
do not have antitank missile simulators for 
training purposes. To be competent in the 
use of the Sagger you need 30 hours of 
simulator time and 50 live-fires of the mis¬ 
siles. Consequently, they fired all 20 Sagger 
missiles at the Syrian tanks and scored only 
two hits. The two tanks that were hit were 
destroyed. 

The LF had only four rounds for the 
MILAN launcher and there were grave 
doubts about those four, because all of them 
were two years older than their expiration 


dates. When they fired the first MILAN 
round it knocked out a Syrian tank, but the 
second round exploded in the launcher and 
they fired no ftiither rounds. 

Despite the LF’s poor showing, the Syr¬ 
ians, who had not expected to be engaged 
with missiles at all, retreated in what could 
only be described as a rout. They ran back to 
their start positions and the LF was able to 
follow up and occupy the original positions 
that it had previously held. 

Headquarters of the Lebanese Forces was 
impressed with the performance of the anti¬ 
tank commandos and the effect they had on 
the Syrians, and they decided to increase 
size of the unit in terms of both men and 
equipment. They acquired MILANs by 
stealing them from the. Lebanese army and 
by purchasing them overseas through arms 
dealers. And they bought Saggers from 
wherever they could — from Yugoslavia, 
perhaps, and definitely from the Palestin¬ 
ians. And they captured some, no doubt, 
from the Syrians and pro-Syrian militia fac¬ 
tions. 

During the battles of Dclim Karroub in 
1984 and the first half of 1985, subunits of 
the regiment were constantly deployed. 
Ddim Karroub, a small island of Christian 
villages in a sea of Druze and Palestinian 
fighters about 30 miles south of Beirut, was 
completely cut off from the rest of the 
Christian area, with its back to the sea. The 
position was a U-shape with the base against 
the sea on low ground and the two arms 
stretching up into the hills. The biggest area 
of Christian villages was in the base of the 
U, totally overlooked at all times by Druze 
and PLO fighters in the hills. 

When members of the antitank comman¬ 
do battalion speak about the battle of Ddim 
Karroub, they refer to it quite proudly as 
“our battle.” Muslim forces (Druze and 
Palestinian) outnumbered the Christians by 
many times and had a force of about 15-20 
tanks. The tanks facing the Christians were 
quite obviously manned by Syrian troops, 
^though the Syrians denied it. Because of 
the expertise with which the tanks were 
handled, the Christians were convinced that 
they were facing a Druze and Palestinian 


ABOVE: Lebanese Forces infantry and 
antitank commandos in trenches on the 
Aaquora front. This first action of the 
antitank commando battalion took place in 
1982, in the mountains to the northeast of 
Beirut. 

RIGHT: Antiaircraft gunner with SAM-7. 
Note 23mm and 14.5nim antiaircraft guns 
on BTR-152S in background. 

BELOW: Soviet Sagger missiles are easy to 
camouflage, and missile and sighting system 
can be set up well apart so that when 
they’re fired, they don’t draw too much 
attention to the operator. 
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TOP: New shoulder patch of Lebanese 
Forces Antitank Commando Battalion. 

ABOVE: Moudad medal awarded to 
antitank commandos for gallantry. 


force that was supported by Syrian regular 
army tanks and tank crews. \^at’s more, 
when Christian radio intercept people could 
hear radio transmission from tank to tank, 
they were able to recognize Syrian accents. 
This was later confirmed by Christian in¬ 
telligence undercover agents living inside 
the land surrounding the Iklim Karroub en¬ 
clave. They were living behind enemy lines 
and were able to observe that the crews of 
these Soviet tanks were in fact Syrian army 
soldiers. 

Until the antitank commandos arrived, 
the local Christians had resigned themselves 
to the region falling. Surrounded by high 
ground and with ail the roads covered by 
enemy fire, it was not possible to move 
during daylight without being fired upon by 
heavy machine guns, mortars or artillery. 
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and it was not possible to bring in tanks. 
Syrian tanks were in the habit of driving up 
on high ground and remaining stationary, in 
open view, firing at Christian villages and 
military positions for periods of up to half an 
hour. The arrival of antitank commandos, 
with one TOW and three MILAN launch¬ 
ers, took the enemy completely by surprise. 
When the AT platoon arrived secretly and 
went into action, it was able to destroy two 
enemy tanks and six multiple-barrel heavy 
antiaircraft guns (14.5mm and 23mm 
mounted on vehicles) in the first action. 

The Muslims tried to save face and recov¬ 
er the initiative by attacking later, under 
cover of darkness. They targeted the one hill 
still remaining in Christian hands, but the 
Christians intercepted Muslim radio traffic 
and learned of the plan. 

The Muslims knew that the antitank com¬ 
mandos did not have night vision capabili¬ 
ties for their antitank weapons, so they 
attacked at night. However, Christian infan¬ 
try and antitank gun crews were ready and 
waiting. They had coordinated with Chris- 


TOP: Twin 23mm antiaircraft guns 
mounted on a BTR-152. Weapons like these 
firing point-blank at a defenseless village 
can devastate a town and its people. 

ABOVE: Antitank commandos armed with 
AKS assault rifles and carrying Saggers in 
manpacks take cover from Muslim fire. 


tian militia heavy artillery, and the 155mm 
and 130mm guns back in east Beirut fired 
indirect fire and were adjusted by radio from 
the defenders in Iklim Karroub. Also, infan¬ 
try mortar sections fired illuminating flares. 
This lit up the battlefield, the MILANs and 
TOWs could fire at night, and succeeded in 
knocking out two more attacking Muslim 
tanks. The result was another rout. 

This battle took place two days before 
Christmas. Muslims had been threatening to 
heat up the situation and tiy to overrun the 
whole of the Christian enclave on Christmas 
Day but, after this resounding defeat, 
Christmas Day came and went without a 
single shot being fired. In fact, instead of 


the situation heating up, the political and 
military tension in the area receded because 
the Muslims became convinced that there 
was no military solution to removing the 
Lebanese Forces from that enclave. During 
the battle of Ddim Karroub, Nicola, who 
was a young platoon commander at the 
time, was personally responsible for knock¬ 
ing out one tank with a TOW missile, one 
tank with a MILAN missile, and four vehi¬ 
cle-mounted antiaircraft guns (the multi- 
barreled 14.5mm and 23mm heavy 
weapons used by the Muslims) in direct fire. 

Distances involved on the ground during 
the battle of Iklim Karroub were quite short. 
Enemy forces surrounding this enclave de¬ 
ployed tanks singly instead of in pairs be¬ 
cause they were able to put a tank on each 
hilltop surrounding the enclave, and the dis¬ 
tances were so short that these tanks were 
able to see each other and provide mutual 
support. Nicola and his antitank comman¬ 
dos were engaging enemy tanks at ranges of 
around 1,000-1,500 meters, which is quite 
close. Muslim tanks were supported at all 
times by multi-barreled heavy antiaircraft 
Weapons in the direct fire role. Therefore, it 
was quite risky for Nicola and the other 
crews of the antitank commandos because, 
while they might knock out a tank, they 
would immediately be engaged by high ex¬ 
plosive 14.5mm and 23mm antiaircraft 
rounds. 

One of the tragedies of this campaign was 
that, perhaps to vent frustrations, Muslims 
turned their tank guns on a beautiful Chris¬ 
tian monastery, an old stone building dating 
back several hundred years, reducing it to a 
pile of rubble. 

Antitank commando success has not been 
without cost. During a battle at Bhamdoun 
in the Shouf Mountains east of Beirut, the 
Christians lost a team to Druze commandos 
who had infiltrated the town dressed in 
Christian militia uniforms. The Druze set up 
a roadblock to stop Christian militia vehi¬ 
cles and reinforcements. One of the vehicles 
they stopped was a jeep carrying MILAN 
equipment and crews to operate them. The 
Druze were questioning the occupants of the 
vehicle, probably with a view to killing 
them, when one of the Christians noticed 
that, although the Druze were wearing 
Cl^pistian uniforms, one was wearing a red 
ribbon tied around his epaulet. This was a 
mark that the young antitank commando 
had seen in previous battles against the 
Druze. And so this young fellow slipped his 
safety catch off and opened up with his 
AK-47 on the Druze commandos, killing 
the one who was questioning them. The 
other two Druze initially fell back, but as 
soon as they recovered they opened up on 
the jeep, killing all but one of the Christians. 

The wounded survivor managed to 
escape, secure himself in a building and 
return fire. The firefight drew attention to 
what was going on, and other Christian 
militiamen nearby moved in to investigate. 
They attacked the Druze commandos and 
killed them all. However, with the MILAN 
crew dead, there were no trained antitank 
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gunners available to fire on the advancing 
Syrian armor. The weapons and missiles 
were undamaged and were put into action, 
but the artillerymen had to learn how to use 
them as they went and they were all killed 
by the devastating Syrian artillery. It’s im¬ 
possible to say what their success would 
have been if they’d survived the artillery 
barrage and been able to face the tanks. 

Nicola believes today that, had the 
Christian antitank weapons been mounted 
on APCs instead of jeeps, the crews would 
have survived the artillery bombardment 
and been able to employ their weapons. He 
points out that the Syrian tanks advanced on 
a single axis and that two teams firing from 
opposite flanks would have really had a 
field day. In fact, one of the things that came 
out of this disastrous battle is that Christian 
TOWs and MILANs have now been 
mounted on Ml 13 APCs. They still man- 
pack Saggers and sometimes mount Saggers 
or MILANs on light jeeps to move them 
near the front before manpacking them in. 

These days the antitank commando pla¬ 
toons are organized with the platoon com¬ 
mander operating as the gimner of the TOW 
or Sagger system while the rest of the pla¬ 
toon comprises three MILAN launcher 
teams. 

Nicola’s comments on the weapons of the 
battalion are that the TOW is accurate and 
reliable and not too complicated to learn to 
use, but it is heavy and difficult to manpack, 
so it is pretty much a vehicle-mounted 
weapon. The TOW is also expensive and 
the Christian militia just can’t afford to 
spend that sort of money to knock off tanks. 
He particularly feels bad about using a 
TOW against a cheaper weapon like a vehi¬ 
cle-mounted twin or quad antiaircraft gun. 
Also, the TOW is sometimes a bit of a 
problem regarding maintenance; spare parts 
are pretty much impossible to get. The only 
place they can get them is if they are able to 
talk some sympathetic army officer out of 
them, steal them from the army, or jury-rig 
duplicate parts locally. 

Nicola prefers the MILAN over the TOW 
because of cost, because it’s a French- 
German weapon they can buy on the open 
market and because they’re able to manpack 
it through difficult country to infiltrate be¬ 
hind enemy lines. They can also carry 
realistic amounts of MILAN ammunition 
cross-country by manpack. As opposed to 
the Sagger, the MILAN is easy to operate. 
Nicola considers the MILAN a tank sniper’s 
weapon. MILAN teams can creep within 
easy range of a tank. The Soviet copy of the 
MILAN, the SPIGOT, is also us^ by the 
antitank battalion, but although it’s as light 
as the MILAN, the legs make a lot of noise 
when they’re opened, so it’s not a weapon 
useful for sniping at tanks. 

Nicola much prefers the old Soviet-built 
Sagger over the TOW even though it’s a 
first generation antitank weapon. The big 
disadvantage is that it’s difficult to train a 
competent operator, but once he’s trained 
it’s cheap and light, and it’s also very easy 
to camouflage batteries of Saggers. You can 


ABOVE: French-German MILAN is a 
favorite of the antitank commandos because 
it can be bought on the open market, is easy 
to carry, and it’s relatively easy to train a 
soldier in its use. 

RIGHT: Lebanese Forces grunts in close 
proximity to PLO, pinned down and far 
from happy. 

set the missile up well away from the firer so 
that when they fire they don’t draw too 
much attention to the gunner. 

The battalion has stocks of the SSI 1 and 
the Entac (French antitank wire-guided mis¬ 
siles) but they don’t deploy them because 
they’re old, unreliable weapons and the 
missiles are well past expiration dates. 

Members of the battalion are currently 
deployed on all of the approach areas from 
the Syrian-held parts of Lebanon into the 
Christian enclave; the areas of threat are 
Aaquora, Faraya, Basquinta, Kfashima and 
along the Beirut front. The crews are 
rotated; they’re there a few weeks, then 
come back to the battalion for a few weeks 
for R&R and retraining, and then they’re 
deployed again on a rotation basis. 

All of the antitank commandos must go 
through the same training process. First 
they’re trained as infantry, then attend 
Christian militia ranger school and the 
Christian militia special operations course, 
and then conduct special operations behind 
enemy lines with antitank weapons. 

During the fighting in the eastern suburbs of 
the port city of Sidon back in 1985, antitank 
commandos were deployed by sea and fought 
in the infantry role as commandos since there 
was no tank threat in the area. 

A small proportion of the Silah El 
Moudad regiment is para-trained. These 



men received their training in Israel prior to 
1984, at a time when the LF was still receiv¬ 
ing a lot of Israeli support. (Unconfirmed 
reports suggest that others have also re¬ 
ceived para-training in both France and 
South Africa.) In addition to the increased 
level of individual 6lan that is afforded the 
regiment by para-training its members, a 
capacity also now exists for the dropping of 
AT ambush teams behind the front among 
the enemy’s lines of communication. While 
this has not yet been done, it nonetheless 
remains an option for LF commanders dur¬ 
ing the more desperate types of operations, 
and it continues to be an unpredictable 
threat to the security of the enemy’s rear 
areas. 

The boys of the Silah El Moudad take 
deep offense at being called antitank troops. 
They quite rightly insist that what they do, 
in fact, is hunt tanks. And they do indeed 
hunt them — for fun and profit. The full¬ 
time members of the regiment do, after all, 
get paid the princely sum of approximately 
$45 per month. 
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TOP: Light attack vehicle? Assault 
gun? Dune buggy with a TOW? This 
vehicle is all those things^ After 
testing by the 9th Infantry Division it 
was found lacking and dropped from 
the Army’s arsenal. Photo: DoD 

ABOVE: Among new technology ^ ^ 

by the the MK19 Mod 
3 40x53mm grenade launcher, shown 
here mounted on an M3 .50-caliber 
gun tripod. 

INFANTRY 

DIVISION 


SOF MILITARY AFFAIRS 


Troops Sort Out High- 
Tech Test Bed 

Text & Photos by Munremur MacGerrcinn 


B etter equipment is constantly being 
sought by every branch of the U.S. 
military in their never-ending quest to make 
combat units as effective as possible — to 
move faster and hit harder. 

New equipment is, of course, expensive, 
but our soldiers are worth it. However, new 
equipment also takes years to get from the 
drawing board to the battlefield. 

Army Chief of Staff General Edward 
“Shy” Meyer was very concerned about 
this long lead time in developing new equip¬ 
ment and the inevitable cost overruns 
associated with it. That’s why he directed 
that an agency be formed to look at “off- 
the-shelf” technology. He wanted to see 
how existing foreign and domestic items 
could be used to produce a great leap for¬ 
ward in tactical capability. The result was 
the High Technology Test Bed at Fort 
Lewis, Washington. 

Of course it would be necessary to find a 
unit to test this off-the-shelf technology, 
and chosen was the U.S. Army’s 9th Infan¬ 
try Division, also based at Fort Lewis. The 
goal was to transform the 9th Infantry Divi¬ 
sion into a high technology light division, a 
new kind of unit with the portability of a 
light division and the fighting power of an 
armored or mechanized division. 

The High Technology Test Bed, unfortu¬ 
nately, got off on the wrong foot from the 
start. For one thing, some of the original 
members interpreted their mission a little 
too broadly and weqt beyond the examina- 






tion of existing hardware to propose radical 
new ideas. Some of these ideas, like the 
“boxhole” — a trailer that infantrymen 
were supposed to pull behind themselves — 
were widely publicized. 

As envisioned by its originators, the 
“boxhole” would weigh next to nothing 
and never get hung up on brush or stuck in 
the mud. When the infantryman got where 
he was going, he would dig a hole, bury the 
“boxhole” and crawl inside. Once inside 
he would have all the comforts of home. In 
practice, of course, the ‘ ‘boxhole” idea was 
totally unworkable. 

Another idea was the “battalion band,” 
essentially a giant boom box on a jeep trail¬ 
er. Song writers would be hired to write 
popular training songs. Imagine marching 
along to something like: 

The charging handle's connected to 
the bolt’Carner key. The bolt-carrier 
key's connected to the bolt car¬ 
rier. ... And that's the way of the 
Lawd! 

A third idea was the creation of high 
technology esprit and morale by hiring au¬ 
thors to write fictional adventure books 
about units of the division. 

Ideas like these tended to discredit the 
entire High Technology Test Bed. At the 
same time, the rest of the Army was fully 
absorbed with the development and fielding 
of a totally new series of equipment, includ¬ 
ing the Abrams tank, the Bradley infantry 
fighting vehicle, new radios and so on. As a 


High Mobility Multipurpose Wheeled 
Vehicle (HMMWV), here shown with TOW 
antitank missile launcher, is being tested by 
the 9th Infantry Division as a possible 
replacement for the tried-and-true Jeep. 

U.S. Marines have already adopted it. 

result, the high technology light division 
tended to be ignored. This produced some 
strange aberrations — unit doctrine and 
training programs (normally developed by 
the Army’s Training and Doctrine Com¬ 
mand) lagged behind equipment testing, 
often by several years. 

As a result, units were issued equipment ♦ 
without a clear understanding of how that 


WELSH WARRIOR 

Munremur MacGerrcinn, a mighty 
warrior from Welsh literature, is the pen 
name of a former U.S. Army captain 
who served as commander of A Com¬ 
pany, 1/61 Infantry, 5th Infantry Divi¬ 
sion (Mechanized), operating in I Corps, 
RVN. He also spent four years at Fort 
Benning’s Infantry School and later 
completed a tour as deputy G-3 with the 
2nd Infantry Division. MacGerrcinn has 
written articles for Infantry and Military 
Review as well as a fiction novel for the 
SOF Adventure Books series. His most 
recent article for SOF was “Bradley 
IFV” in our December ’87 issue. 


equipment should be tactically employed. 
Operational tests were conducted by units 
whose training was sketchy, to say the least. 
And, perhaps worst of all, new units were 
organized to meet equipment limitations 
rather than to accomplish tactical missions. 

The best example of the latter problem is 
probably the light attack battalion. As origi¬ 
nally conceived, the light attack battalion 
would employ the fast attack vehicle — a 
dune buggy. But how would it be used? The 
decision was made to mount the TOW anti¬ 
tank missile on the dune buggy. Unfortu¬ 
nately, this left the vehicle (which had a 
crew of only two men) vulnerable to small 
arms and other weapons systems. The ob¬ 
vious answer was to employ the dune bug¬ 
gies in squads. Some vehicles in the squad 
would be armed with the TOW, others with 
some kind of antipersonnel weapon. But 
how many dune buggies would make up a 
squad? What additional weapons should 
they carry? 

While this debate was going on, someone 
pointed out that the Army’s new Blackhawk 
helicopter could carry two dune buggies. The 
decision was made — without regard to tacti¬ 
cal soundness of a two-vehicle squad — that 
the light attack squad would thenceforth con¬ 
sist of two vehicles. The second vehicle would 
be armed with the Navy-developed MK 19 
Mod 3 4()x53mm 4()inm grenade launcher. 
The MK 19 Mod 3 is an automatic weapon 
that fires a High Explosive Dual Purpose 
round of higher velocity than the 40x46mm 
gienade used in the M79 and M203 grenade 
launchers, and that can be effectively em¬ 
ployed up to 2,(X)0 meters. 

Somewhere along the line, the dune buggy 
fell by the wayside. It was too expensive and, 
when loaded down with ammo, radios, extra 
fuel, water, bedrolls and so on, it no longer 
looked so attractive. So the dune buggy died 
— but the light attack idea didn’t. 

Another concept was the assault gun. No 
one ever fully defined the term “assault 
gun,’ ’ but basically it appeared to be a vehi¬ 
cle lighter than a tank that could kill a tank. 
After a brief fling with the Marine Corps’ 
ideas in this area and an abortive flirtation 
with the thoroughly discredited M551 Sher¬ 
idan Air-Droppable Armored Reconnais¬ 
sance Vehicle, the High Technology Test 
Bed settled on the AM General High Mobil¬ 
ity Multipurpose Wheeled Vehicle (the 
HMMWV, pronounced Humm-Vee). This 
vehicle was just coming into the Army in¬ 
ventory, replacing the jeep and the old Va- 
ton truck. TTie HMMWV was mounted with 
a TOW missile and presto, an assault gun. 

Just about this time, light attack propo¬ 
nents were looking around for a replace¬ 
ment for the now-defunct dune buggy. 
Guess what they chose? You guessed it— a 
HMMWV with a TOW. 

What’s the difference between a fast 
attack vehicle and an assault gun? Answer: 
Fast attack vehicles are found in light attack 
units, of course, while assault guns are 
found in assault gun units. 

Continued on page 98 
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O N a sweltering 

midaftemoon in July 
1915, revolution broke out 
in the Republic of Haiti. 
Again. 

At Port-au-Prince, the 
capital, the government of 
Guillaume Sam, fearful of 
growing unrest and mob 
violence, took as hostages 
some 200 leading citizens 
suspected of involvement 
with rebellious elements. 
Sam ordered their immediate 
execution should the 
presidential palace be 
stormed. As mobs 
approached the palace, the 
prison commandant executed 
167 of the hostages. 
President Sam fled to the 
sanctuary of the French 
Legation. 


The howling mob 
followed him in and, after 
catching Sam cowering 
behind a bathroom door, 
broke both his arms so he 
couldn’t resist. They 
dragged him into the street, 
hacked his body into small 
pieces and scattered them at 
the Legation’s gates. 
Anarchy broke out. 

There was no government 
or authority left in the city. 
Mobs raged up and down 
the streets, pillaging, raping 
and murdering. 


President Woodrow 
Wilson ordered in the 
Marines. On 28 July, 330 
Marines and sailors landed 
at Port-au-Prince and were 
shortly thereafter reinforced 
by additional Marines from 
Cuba. Marines and 
disembarked sailors 
occupied the rioting capital 
and restored a semblance of 
order. By mid-August, a 


Marines responding to a riot 
in Port-au-Prince. Violence 
continued to plague the 
occupation forces until their 
withdrawal in 1934. 

Photo: AP 

new government was 
installed and the domestic 
political situation was fairly 
stable. 
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Central America and the 
Caribbean in the banana war 
era. Continuing civil unrest in 
the early part of this century 
gave European powers an 
excuse for intervention. That, 
along with pressures brought 
by American business 
interests, which were often 
threatened by the troubles, led 
American presidents from 
Theodore Roosevelt to 
Woodrow Wilson to Calvin 
Coolidge into frequent 
interventions in Central 
America and the Caribbean. 
Among the military 
expeditions and interventions: 


Honduras in 1903, 1907 and 
1924; Panama in 1903, which 
secured the Canal Zone for 
the United States, and again 
in 1918 and 1925; Cuba in 
1906, 1912 and 1917; 
Nicaragua in 1910 (using as a 
pretext the execution of two 
American mercenaries fighting 
with rebel forces against the 
government), 1912 and 
1926-33; Vera Cruz, Mexico, 
1914; Haiti, 1914 and 1915-34; 
and the Dominican Republic, 
1904, 1914 and 1916. 
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Lieutenant Herman H. 
Hanneken, USMC. 
Photo: DoD 


But while order had been 
restored, guerrilla bands 
known as Cacos continued 
to flourish in the hills. 

These bandits had plagued 
Haitian affairs for years. It 
seemed that no permanent 
solution for Haiti’s problems 
could, be found while these 
bands continued to prey on 
the countryside, selling their 
services to anyone wishing 
to become the next president 
of Haiti. And so for the next 
17 years, the job of 
defeating the Cacos and 
policing the Haitian 
countryside fell to the 
United States Marines. 

A year earlier, in July 
1914, Herman Henry 
Hanneken of St. Louis, 
Missouri, enlisted in the 
Marines. By the summer of 
1919, he was a sergeant in 
Haiti and chief of the Grand 
Riviere District, with a 
brevet commission of 
capitaine in the native police 
force, the Gendarmerie 
d'Haiti. There were over a 
hundred others like him, 
Marine officers and NCOs 
who led the Gendarmerie. 
From this point on, 
Hanneken’s fame gathered 
steam as a captain, 
Gendarmerie d'Haiti, while 
his second in command, 
Corporal William Robert 
Button, became a second 
lieutenant in the 
Gendarmerie. Together they 
administered the 
northwestern slopes of the 
island. 

As busy as Hanneken was 
consolidating his command, 
so also was his enemy in the 
hills, Charlemagne Peralte. 

A Caco aristocrat educated 
in France, Peralte has been 
described as “a slight, 
brownish man with a hungry 
face and large, gleaming 


white eyeballs.” He was an 
itinerant lawyer who dabbled 
unsuccessfully in local 
politics then gave up, for in 
his words “he got no 
breaks.” He took part in the 
initial riots without 
displaying too much tactical 
brilliance and was later 
convicted by a Marine 
provost court for trying to 
steal a government payroll. 

Peralte was sentenced to 
five years at hard labor and 
spent the next eight months 
sweeping the streets of 
Port-au-Prince. His 
aristocratic blood seethed. 
The sentence was 
disgraceful, beneath his 
station. He escaped and 
headed for the hills, his 
heart now filled with 
burning hatred for the 
Marines. 

While Peralte and most of 
the other Caco chieftains 
were educated and spoke 
lilting, florid French, their 
army was comprised of 
peasants whose guttural 
patois was a bush language 
called Creole. Highly laced 
with African terms, very 
few white men were able to 
wrap their tongue around the 
language. 

The Caco peasants were 
steeped in religious 
mystique, something akin to 
ju-ju. Peralte extolled them 
“to smear the brains of the 
blanc on your rifle barrel to 
make it hold true; their 
heart, eaten, makes you 
brave; their liver makes you 
strong.” Cannibalism among 
the Cacos was more a result 
of religious fervor than a 
need for red meat, and 
Peralte capitalized on the 
practice. He kept his peasant 
army in a high-pitched fever 
with rum and oratory. 

Holding court in the 
villages, Peralte sat on a 
throne, a woven crown of 
bright cloth and flashy beads 
on his head. He was 
inflammatory and 
convincing, especially for 
the backwoods native. 

“Haiti will rule the world!” 
he screamed to the attentive 
masses, “and I shall be its 
king!” The peasants poured 
fiery rum down their gullets 
and screamed back. 


“Charlemagne! ... 
Charlemagne! Vive 
Charlemagne! Vive la 
revolution!” 

Bandit carnage 
intensified, Cacos ranged the 
coastal cities, pillaging and 
plundering and killing at 
will. It was a common 
thought among gendarmes 
that, if you were captured 
and somehow killed 
immediately, “you were a 
lucky man.” 

And so the moment 
finally arrived when the 
Marine brigade commander. 
Brigadier General John H. 
Russell, found it necessary 
to put a halt to Peralte’s 
activities. He called in his 
commander of the northern 
area. Major James J. 

Meade, and handed him the 
assignment. 

“In whatever way you 
have' to do it,” he told 
Meade, “kill or capture that 
bastard.” Meade went to 
Hanneken and asked him if 
he thought it could be done. 

“Fellow’d hafta work on 
his own plan,” Hanneken 
allowed. Meade nodded 
softly. 

“Then do it.” 

Sergeant Hanneken was 
26 years old. He was six 
feet of hard Missouri muscle 
and gristle, thin and wiry, 
with the light, quick step of 
a cat and eyes to match. 
Some said he had the 
features of an Indian and 
that the most remarkable 
thing about him was his 
eyes. They were cold, hard 
and narrow, 

discompassionate mirrors 
when it came to duty. He 
belonged to the old breed of 
Marines, the hard NCOs 
who formed the backbone of 
the Corps. Meade knew that 
he had the right man in 
Hanneken. 

Bom 23 June 1893 at St. 
Louis, Missouri, Hanneken 
attended the Honrick 
Preparatory School in that 
city. At the age of 21, 
feeling himself starting to 
drift, Hanneken enlisted in 
the Marine Corps. Within 
five years he had risen 
steadily up the ranks to three 
stripes, an unusual 
accomplishment in the “old 
Corps.” In Haiti he 
displayed an immediate 
talent for leadership and 
command of Creole and was 



given the Grand Riviere 
District as his own hunting 
ground for Cacos. 

His second in command. 
Corporal William R. Button, 
was 24 and much the equal 
of Hanneken in physical 
appearance. Also bom in St. 
Lx)uis, Button was 
Hanneken *s closest 
companion and was 
described by Colonel R.S. 
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Hooker, CO of the 
Gendarmerie d'Haiti, as 
being “a young man of 
sterling qualities, a soldier 
in the truest and best sense 
of the word/’ Button was 
also sub-district commander 
of Mole St. Nicholas, Saint 
Raphael, and district 
commander of Poste Chabert 
and Le Trou, all territory in 
the northwest. 


Hanneken and Button 
devised a plan to capture 
Peralte, though it was 
understood by all that, since 
the action would take place in 
the Grand Riviere District, 
Hanneken’s thoughts would 
prevail. He called in 
Jean-Baptiste Conze, a 
wealthy coffee speculator, and 
laid the plans before him. 
Hanneken could not go 
outside the Grand Riviere 
District, so Peralte must be 


Native guide leading a patrol 
of U.S. Marines through the 
Haitian jungles in 1919. 
Photo: DoD 

drawn to him. 

Conze was a mulatto — 
half-white, half-black. He 
had no love for the 
Americans but he had less 
for the fierce Cacos, whose 
rampaging was ruining his 


business. He listened to 
what Hanneken. had to say 
and, when the capitaine was 
through, Conze shook his 
head softly, whistling 
through his teeth at the 
absurdity of it. 

“The whole thing sounds 
ridiculous, monsieur, but it 
might work,” he told 
Hanneken. The two shook 
hands and Conze departed 
about 0200. 

Next day, the entire 
village buzzed with the 
news. Authorities had tried 
to arrest Conze and he had 
taken off for the bush. 
Hanneken expressed 
disbelief that such a thing 
could happen. He also had 
double reason for being 
disturbed that morning. 
Private Jean Edmond 
Francois, with his rifle and 
equipment, had also 
disappeared. Wornen at the 
well clucked their tongues in 
empathy with the pair. After 
all, Conze and Francois 
were proud Cacos, not 
dupes of les blancs. 

There was posted in the 
plaza a reward for Peralte’s 
scalp: 10,000 gourdes — 
$9,600 U.S. Up until that 
time, no one had really tried 
to collect it. Peralte, on the 
other hand, posted no 
reward for Hanneken’s head. 
Instead, he flung challenges 
from without: questioning 
Hanneken’s ability, his 
legitimacy and his mother’s 
morals. None of it seemed 
to work. Hanneken would 
not permit himself to be 
drawn into the jungle and 
ambushed. 

Conze, meanwhile, had 
developed into a “real pain in 
the ass” for the Marines. He 
built a fort at Q^is, only a 
six-hour walk from Grand 
Riviere, and began gathering 
his own following of Caco 
peasants around him. 

It seemed to irritate 
Hanneken, a trusted friend 
going over to the enemy. 

But secretly, that had been 
the plan. With $800 of his 
own money, Hanneken had 
bankrolled Conze into the 
hills, buying the necessary 
supplies to set him up. He 
could have used 
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Hanneken in the Pacific 
during World War n. This 
photo was taken on 
Guadalcanal just after 
Hanneken was decorated with 
the Silver Star, making him 
one of only a few Marines to 
have been awarded the 
Congressional Medal of 
Honor, the Navy Cross (twice) 
and the Silver Star. 

Photo: DoD 

government-issue equipment 
but he didn’t want to arouse 
suspicion. Conze bought all 
his necessary supplies on the 
open market with 
Hanneken’s money. 

Outwardly, Hanneken put 
up a hue and cry about 
Conze’s fort at Capois. He 
boasted that soon he would 
mount an attack against that 
target and that Conze had 
best beware. 

On 5 September, 
Hanneken mounted a 
concerted effort against 
Capois. It was clear from 
the first shot that the Cacos 
intended to make a fight of 
it. Three gendarmes were 
killed in the first onslaught 
and, during the second, 
Hanneken was seen by his 
aide to clutch his arm, 
stagger and fall. He was 
helped off the battlefield by 
the aide as the bugler blew 
retreat. The Cacos went wild 
with ecstasy. They had 
defeated the great capitaine 
le bland 

Hanneken retreated to his 
sparse living quarters to lick 
his wounds. But if the truth 
were known, the “wound” 
had healed miraculously, 
and the bandage which 
covered it was smeared with 
government red ink for stage 
effect. 


It may sound like a 
childish ploy, all this 
nonsense of faking a wound, 
but the eyes of the Cacos 
were all around. They, too, 
were like children, and 
Hanneken found it necessary 
to treat them as such. He 
wanted whatever word that 
got back to Peralte to be the 
gospel truth as spoken from 
the lips of a Caco soldier. It 
would have more weight 
with Peralte. 

Meanwhile, Hanneken 
was in close communication 
with Conze, and Conze was 
in close touch with Peralte. 
Peralte had not yet fully 
bought the story that Conze 
had joined the Caco ranks. 
Yet the battle at Capois 
provided Peralte with all the 
convincing he needed. He 
sent Conze a promotion to 
general and a message. 

“I will soon visit the 
heroes of my New 
Republic.” 

And, of course, he would 
bring with him Jean Edmond 
Frangois, his new secretary; 
the soldier who had deserted 
the gendarmes the morning 
of Conze’s disappearance. 

It had all been too simple. 
Hanneken’s bankrolling of 
Conze’s leap into the Caco 
ranks had paid off. Peralte 
was being drawn into the 
Grand Riviere District. More 
than that, Peralte planned an 
assault on Grand Riviere 
that would finish the 
Marines there and serve as a 
capital for his “New 
Republic.” He ordered the 
Cacos to assemble for the 
attack. 

Cacos swarmed around 
Peralte until the force was 
almost 1,200 strong. The 
word from Conze came 
down the hill in late 
October, a word that 
Hanneken had so patiently 
waited and prayed for. 

Charlemagne Peralte was 
going to finish his old 
enemy. He was, at this 
moment, on the move 
toward Grand Riviere. 

On the night of 31 
October 1919, Hanneken, 
Button and 18 Haitian 
gendarmes disguised 
themselves as peasants. 


blackening their faces and 
dressing in Haitian 
macoutes, a loose, flowing 
peasant garb. They slipped 
out of Grand Riviere and 
began their climb up the hill 
toward Peralte’s camp. 

Major Meade, the man who 
had given Hanneken the 
assignment, also slipped out 
of Grand Riviere with a 
column of Marines. Meade’s 
job would be to close the 
circle and, in the event 
Peralte managed to escape 
Hanneken, Meade would 
then have a chance to catch 
him. 

Hanneken, face blackened 
and jaw set, was now a 
demon with a mission. 
Before this night was out, 
Hanneken and his party 
would have to penetrate six 
Caco outposts without 
detection before they could 
arrive at the inner circle 
where Peralte had his 
headquarters. Later, the 
commandant of the Marine 
Corps would call Hanneken 
“one of those indomitable 
Americans who enjoys going 
bear hunting with a switch.” 
Hanneken, whose gendarmes 
were armed only with Krag 
rifles, would call the 
mission “damn poor odds.” 

Hanneken had armed 
himself with a .45 Colt 
automatic and a .38-caliber 
revolver, both of which he 
stuck in his waistband. 

Button was armed with a 
Browning Automatic Rifle. 
Hanneken would approach 
and kill Peralte, Button 
would cover with the BAR 
and the 18 gendarmes would 
form a wagon-wheel defense 
around the camp to repel 
any counterattacks. 

They were met on the 
trail by the “deserter” 
Frangois, who told them that 
the password for the night 
was “General Jean,” in 
honor of Conze. Frangois 
also brought the news that 
Peralte would not come 
down from the hills. 

“Then,” growled 
Hanneken, “we’ll have to 
go to him. Can you take us 
there?” he asked Frangois. 

Frangois explained that 
Peralte’s force was heavily 
armed, “many rifles, mon 
capitaine. It will not be 
easy,” he said. 

The climb upward was 
steep and, being more 


concerned with speed than 
security, Hanneken took a 
chance and decided on the 
more perilous approach to 
Peralte’s camp, the trail. 
They labored upward, 
passing through the first 
outpost without difficulty. 
Frangois had given the 
proper password, explaining 
to the first guards that the 
attack by the Cacos on 
Grand Riviere had been 
successful and that they 
were taking the news to 
Peralte. 

“Vive Charlemagne!” the 
Cacos screamed in delight, 
firing their rifles into the air. 
“Vive la revolution!** 

The trail broadened and 
Button began to get nervous 
about being out in the open. 
He suggested that maybe 
they should take to the 
jungle and avoid the other 
five outposts. Hanneken was 
opposed. 

“Fve come too close to 
that bastard now to take a 
chance on missing him. 

We’ll stick to the trail.” 

His assessment was 
correct. They passed through 
the other outposts without 
detection, finally arriving at 
the head of the path, where 
the jungle rolled back 
completely. Hanneken was 
less than a hundred yards 
from his mortal enemy. 
Frangois pointed toward the 
crest of the last hill. “He is 
up there, capitaine. ” 

A huge Caco guard 
stepped in front of them, 
pointing his rifle directly at 
Hanneken. 

“The password, brother,” 
he growled. 

“General Jean,” 

Hanneken replied, but it 
didn’t have a good Creole 
ring to it. The guard made a 
movement to detain 
Hanneken, but the Marine 
pushed past him roughly and 
the guard grabbed Button by 
the arm instead, noting the 
shiny new BAR which 
Button cradled in his arms. 

“Where did you get such 
a pretty rifle?” the guard 
wanted to know, but Button 
shook him off, almost 
panicking for a moment. 
Hanneken’s back was 
disappearing in the dark. 
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“Can’t you see my 
d616gu6 [chief] is getting 
ahead of me,” he said 
gruffly, pushing past the 
guard. TTie man let him go. 

Hanneken had stopped 
just short of the campfire. 
There was a makeshift 
lean-to there and, as 
Hanneken looked around at 
the group of Cacos, 
desperately trying to identify 
Peralte, a man stepped from 
the shadows and walked 
toward Hanneken, 

Hanneken later recalled 
that he knew Peralte 
instantly “by his figure; his 
manner. His white eyes and 
teeth flashed. He was 
obviously the leader.” 

“I am Charlemagne, 
brother; what word do you 
bring?” the man asked. 
Hanneken stepped even 
closer. Nine paces. 

“I bring word of the 
victory at Grand Riviere,” 
Hanneken replied, but his 
voice was hollow, drained. 
The climb upward had 
sapped his strength. Even 
some of the Caco guards 
had noted that Hanneken’s 
party was exhausted, one 
saying to the other, “those 
niggers look tired.” 

Peralte, suspicious for the 
first time, took a half-turn 
away from Hanneken, 
presenting less of a target. 

“All right!” Hanneken 
yelled to Button and, 
whipping the automatic from 
his belt, took deliberate aim 
and fired. 

The first round tore a 
chunk from the bandit’s 
shoulder. The second round 
caught him square in the 
chest and slammed him 
backward, dead, drilled 
perfectly through the heart. 

Both pistols still blazing, 
Hanneken was joined in 
battle by the thunder of 
Button’s automatic rifle. 
Cacos crumpled around 
them as Peralte’s personal 
bodyguard paid the price for 
following the wrong leader. 

Bedlam reigned. Wild 
shots from all around 
whistled through the bush as 
the 45-70s of the Cacos 
barked, splitting the night 
with thundering noise. 

“You okay. Button?” 
Hanneken yelled as the Caco 
fire slowed. 


Marine artillery, part of a 
battalion-strength unit sent to 
Haiti, in the field near 
Port-au-Prince. Marine 
artillery units served from the 
initial intervention in 1915 
until the final withdrawal in 
1934. Photo; DoD 

“Yeah,” Button 
answered, then cautiously, 

“I think so.” 

“Okay,” Hanneken said. 
“Check everybody out. 

We’ll sit it out until the sun 
comes up.” 

At 0500 there was no life 
anywhere. The jungle was 
ominously still, apparently 
abandoned. Nine Caco 
bodies sprawled around 
Hanneken’s party, heaped 
together where Button had 
dropped them. 

Peralte was stone dead, 
his features set in twisted 
rigor mortis caused by 
Hanneken’s heavy 
.45-caliber bullets. 

Hanneken touched the man 
to make sure and then 
slowly came to his feet, 
ready to take on another 
fight if one came. Nothing 
happened. The Cacos had 
fled. 

Hanneken found a 
lonesome, abandoned burro 
standing beneath a mango 
tree and he upended 
Peralte’s body on its back. 
They collected the weapons 
and papers found in the 
camp and, as Hanneken later 
reported, “there being 
nothing else of value, we set 
fire to the rest.” 


Hanneken led the party 
back down the same trail 
they had come up on. 
Peralte’s body was lashed 
upright to a door in Grand 
Riviere, photographed and 
positively identified. The 
bounty of $9,600 was paid, 
but the Marines were not 
able to share in the reward. 
Hanneken did, however, 
recover “the out of pocket 
$800” which he had used to 
bankroll Conze’s move into 
the Caco ranks. 

Meade’s force had 
successfully turned back an 
attack by the Cacos, 
inflicting “heavy” 
casualties. The Cacos were 
now in full retreat, 
leaderless. Hanneken’s small 
party had effectively 
managed to change the 
course of Haitian history in 
a few short seconds by 
disrupting the Caco 
revolution for a moment. It 
was enough to cause 
President Wilson to 
comment on Hanneken’s 
courage. 

“This is one of the most 
singularly important acts of 
heroism in my time,” he 
said of Hanneken. 

Congress said more. 

On 10 June 1920, 
Hanneken and Button both 
received the Congressional 
Medal of Honor for their 
heroic efforts in killing the 
infamous bandit. 

Hanneken was further 
commissioned a second 
lieutenant in the Marine 
Corps for his part. Button 
was promoted to sergeant 
and took a short leave 
home, returning to Haiti a 
few months later, where he 
died of malaria at the 


Department Hospital, Cape 
Haitien, Haiti. He was just 
six months short of his 25th 
birthday. 

Herman Henry Hanneken 
went on to yet more glory. 

A few months after he 
killed Peralte, Hanneken 
tracked down the dead 
bandit’s successor, Osiris 
George, and shot him dead. 
He was awarded his first 
Navy Cross for that feat and 
another palm cluster to his 
Haitian M6daillc Militate, 
Haiti’s equivalent of the 
Medal of Honor. 

In December 1928, he 
arrived in Corinto, 
Nicaragua, with the Second 
Brigade Marines and, less 
than a month later, he 
dragged in Sandino’s chief 
of staff, the bandit General 
Jiron, winning his second 
Navy Cross. 

During World War H, 
Hanneken served with the 
1st Marine Division at 
Guadalcanal and Pelileu, 
winning both a Silver Star 
and a Bronze Star for more 
heroism. 

He retired in 1948 with 
34 years of service, 
advancing to brigadier 
general because of his award 
of the Medal of Honor, and 
he and his wife, Margaret, 
retired to some peaceful 
living at their home on 
Delight Street in El Cajon, 
California. 

Even though General 
Hanneken was approached 
many times by those 
wanting to do a film story of 
the killing of Peralte, 

General Hanneken 
steadfastly refused to be 
immortalized in any such 
movie. He was even 
reluctant to discuss the 
details of his vengeance at 
Grand Riviere with those 
who simply enjoyed being 
reveled by the tale. 

On 23 August 1986, 
Herman Henry Hanneken 
answered his final call to 
duty. He passed away 
quietly at the Veterans 
Hospital, La Jolla, 

California, and was buried 
with honors four days later 
at the National Cemetery at 
Rosecrans, San Diego, 
California. 

He was 93 years old. ^ 
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In this fourth part of SOF*s exclusive 
Intel coup behind the Bamboo Curtain, our 
T&E team — Editor/Publisher Robert K. 
Brown, Technical Editor Peter G. Kokalis 
and contributing author Bob Jordan — steps 
out of the world of rattle guns and into 
anti-armor infantry weapons to test-fire the 
People 's Republic of China Type 69 rocket 
launcher. All testing took place at a Chinese 
weapons facility never before opened to 
Westerners — the People *s Liberation 
Army Small Arms Research Institute north 
of Beijing. Chinese military weapons de¬ 
signers and PRC army officers were also in 
attendance. SOF wishes to thank the PRC 
government for its gracious invitation to our 
staff members to freely examine, on loca¬ 
tion and unhindered, that country *s military 
hardware, much of which had yet to be seen 
by Western intelligence analysts. 


W HOOSH. As the rocket sails down- 
range, Bob Brown turns into a blur of 
motion and his baseball cap flies upward to 
rest cockeyed over his brow. Through the 
large smoke cloud and bright flash produced 
by ignition of the rocket’s booster, the war¬ 
head can be seen heading toward the target, 
a section of armor plate 100 meters away. 
There’s no mistaking the sound of the im¬ 
pact. It’s a direct hit, dead center, and SOF 
is moving forward with its test and evalua¬ 
tion of the PRC Type 69 40mm rocket 
launcher at the People’s Liberation Army 
Small Arms Research Institute just outside 
Beijing. 

The RPG-7 {Reaktivniy Protivotankovyi 
Granatomet: rocket antitank grenade 
launcher) was introduced in 1962. Modified 
shortly thereafter to the RPG-7V, it remains 
in use, in one form or another, throughout 
the world. By every standard of current 
technology, the RPG-7V has been outmod¬ 
ed by weapons like the U.S.-made TOW 
(Tube-launched, Optically tracked, Wire 
command-link guided missile) or French 
MILAN {Missile d'Infanterie L6ger Anti¬ 
char). Yet it is still blowing the hell out of 
buildings in Beirut, knocking out its mak¬ 
ers’ BMDs in Angola, and almost every 
infantry squad of the Israel Defense Forces 
still has an “RGPist.” 

Why? Because the RPG-7V weighs only 
19.6 pounds, and gunners with more guts 
than brains can expect a second-round hit 
probability on stationary targets of more 
than 50 percent at close-up ranges of 300 
meters and less, with penetration through 
330mm of armor (at normal). Designed 
principally for use against armored vehi¬ 
cles, it can be employed as well against 
fortified bunkers and buildings. 

It is most readily distinguished from its 
predecessor, the RPG-2, by a large, coni¬ 
cal-shaped blast-shield at the rear end. The 
method of operation is essentially that of the 
World War 11 German Panzerfaust, consist¬ 
ing of a tube, open at both ends, with a pistol 
grip and trigger mechanism. It was copied 
in 1969 by the PRC and it was their version, 
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ABOVE: SOF contributor Bob Jordan 
prepares to fire Type 69 rocket launcher 
from kneeling position. 

LEFT: Three of Type 69’s improvements 
over Soviet RPG-7V: windage-adjustable 
rear sight, folding carrying handle and 
heavier, grooved insulator. 

BELOW LEFT: Slotted indicator stem 
directly to the rear of rocket’s warhead 
must be mated with notch on top of 
launcher tube’s muzzle. Failure to do so is 
most common cause of misfires. 


ABOVE: PRC Type 69 40mm rocket 
launcher with bipod legs extended and 
equipped with optical sight. 


SOF Editor/Publisher 
Robert K. Brown prepares 
to fire Type 69 anti-armor rocket 
launcher from prone position. 


the Type 69, that we tested. There is no 
Chinese equivalent of the Soviet RPG-7D, a 
two-piece coUapsible version for airborne 
troops. 

Ajiyone can master the procedures for 
firing an RPG-7V or Type 69 in just a few 
minutes, and you’d be well advised to do so 
if you’re planning a vacation to either Leba¬ 
non or Afghanistan in the near future. Pro¬ 
ficiency with the optical sight requires more 
extensive training. Here’s how it’s done, 
step by step: 

1) Remove a grenade from the packing 
crate (Soviet PG-7 rockets are packed six to 
a box, PRC only four to a box) and inspect 
the fuze, nose and nozzle tube for external 
damage. 

2) Remove the shipping cap from the end 
of the rocket and attach the booster element 
by screwing it clockwise until it’s hand 
tight. 

3) Make sure the launcher’s hammer is 
up. If not, pull the trigger. Push the cross- 
bolt safety in back of the trigger to the right 
into the safe position. Raise both the front 
and rear iron sights. PRC rear sights can be 
adjusted for windage, Soviet rear sights 
cannot. Leave the front and rear sights down 
if you’re going to use the optical sight. 

4) Insert the assembled grenade into the 
launcher muzzle and rotate the grenade until 
the slotted-head indicator stem, located to 
the rear of the pocket nozzle, mo^^es into the 
notch in the top edge of the muzzle. This is 
absolutely essential to insure alignment of 
the firing pin and primer — failure to do so 
is a primary cause of misfires. 

5) Remove the safety cap retaining pin 
from the grenade’s nose by pulling the tape 
attached to it and removing the safety cap. 
Retain them in case you decide not to fire 
the round. The safety cap should not be 
removed during heavy rain or hail, as the 
piezo-electric fuze may short-circuit. 

6) Place the launcher on the right shoul¬ 
der and grasp the insulator on the tube with 
the left hand. Grasp the pistol grip and trig¬ 
ger mechanism with the right hand. Point 
the launcher toward the target. 

7) Cock the hammer by applying down¬ 
ward pressure with the thumb. 

8) ^sh the cross-bolt safety to the left. 

9) Press the right cheek against the insula¬ 
tor and align the sights on target. 

10) Hold your breath and squeeze the 
trigger slowly. Felt recoil is almost imper¬ 
ceptible. Stay on the target (if you’re not 
under fire) and watch as Ivan Ivanovitch 
goes straight to hell by means of an instru¬ 
ment of his own creation. 

Inspect the launcher tube after each shot, 
as bits and pieces of the booster’s cardboard 
wall often remain to block the firing pin. 

There are three basic firing positions and 
in each instance you need to pay close heed 
to the backblast, as this weapon is almost as 
dangerous to the rear as it is to the front. The 
danger area stretches 20 meters to the rear 
and 8 meters in width. 

Firing from the prone position provides 
the most protection from enemy fire for the 
gunner and his assistant when there is little 
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PG-7 GRENADE; 
METHOD OF 
OPERATION 

Although the launcher tube’s diame¬ 
ter is 40inm, the PG-7 grenade has a 
maximum diameter of 85mm. The 5- 
pound, rocket-assisted, fm-stabilized, 
shaped-charge HEAT (High Explosive 
Anti-Tank) round is muzzle loaded and 
percussion fired- A piezo electric fuze 
produces sufficient voltage to activate an 
electric detonator at the rear of the round 
when the grenade’s nose U crushed 
against an inner skin. After ignition of 
the explosive charge, the explosion is 
focused by the coned shape of the outer 
shell into a super-hot gas jet, This jet 
bums through armor plate with enough 
residual energy to expand inside the 
vehicle after penetration and initiate a 
secondary explosion. Subsequent to 
this, the copper cone collapses, forming 
a thumb-sized, teardrop-shaped, 
momentarily molten slug which passes 
through the hole in the armor plate as a 
solidified projectile. 

Four large, knife-like firis snap out 
when the projectile emerges from the 
tube. At the rear end of the missile are 


some small offset fins designed to im¬ 
prove stability by causing a very slow 
rate of roll. The warhead arms after 5 
meters. Initial velocity is 580 fps, but the 
booster motor ignites after the rocket has 
passed 10 meters from the muzzle and 
the velocity is increased to 965 fps. The 
effective range is 3(X) meters against 
moving targets and 500 meters against 
stationary objects. 

Soviet PO-7 HEAT rockets will self- 
destruct at 920 meters if not detonated 
prior to this range. PRG.HEAT founds 
have no self-destruct mechanism. In 
flight, Russian PG-7 rounds can be dis¬ 
tinguished by a bright red tracer element 
that bums as brightly as a highway flare. 
In the early 1970s, the Soviets intro¬ 
duced the OG-7 antipersonnel rocket, 
which employs the 0-4M impact fuze 
used in their 82mm mortar series. OG-7 
rockets have been encountered in 
Afghanistan. y 

The PRC Type 69llauncher will 
accept all Russian munitions designed 
for the RPG-7V, China also produces a 
yellow iDuminatipn rocket of, 600,000 
candlepower fpr tfie, type 69 launcher 
with an iliimiinating r^ius of n less 
than 250 meters and an illumination time 
of more than 40 seconds, t ^ 




TOP: Type 69 dummy HEAT round for 
training purposes. 

ABOVE: Type 69 dummy HEAT round 
with stabilizing fins removed and 
extended. 



PRC HEAT rounds are packed four to a 
crate. 



RPG-7V optical sight of Eastern European origin. 


TYPE 69/RPG-7 
OPTICAL SIGHT 

The PGG-7V optical sight is a 2.5X 
prismatic telescope with a i3-degree 
field of view. In my opinion, it’s in¬ 
appropriate for the frenzy of combat. 

There is a temperature compensator 
under objective lense. Turn if to ^ or 
“ —■ depending on whether the 
temperature is above or belp^ freezing. 
The reticle pattern has a,stadia scale for 
estimating ranges from 200 to 1,000 
meters. Buttheprocedures for its use are 
too complex. 

To determine the range, you must first 
set the bottom of the target on the base¬ 
line, then note die single digit on the 
stepped scale that aligns wi& the top of 
the target. If the actual height of the 
target is more or less than the scale’s 
given target height, you must take this 
difference (in tenths of a meter) and 
multiply it by a constant (four) and the 
digit on top of the target. TCs product is 
then added to, or subtracted ftom, the 
range indicated by the stadia scale. 
Imagine performing this mathematical 
feat while tracers are slowly :^cing your 
way! You’re not through, bpwever, as 
you still have to estimate the amount of 
cross wind deflection. 

Forget it. Leave the optical sight in the 
barracks and depend upon the open 
sights and your ability to estimate the 
range. 
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cover or concealment. It is the most stable 
position, especially when firing the PRC 
Type 69 launcher since it is equip{>ed with a 
bipod. It’s also the least comfortable, as the 
elbows must be placed on the ground and 
the body pivoted 45 degrees away from the 
launcher’s axis to avoid the backblast. If 
you are firing an RPG-TV without a bipod, 
make certain the muzzle is at least 6 inches 
above the ground, otherwise the stabilizing 
fms will strike the ground after they extend 
and deflect the rocket. Exercise caution in 
arid regions also, as the backblast can set 
dry grass on fire. 

When there is sufficient cover, the kneel¬ 
ing position should be employed, as it is 
both stable and permits the gunner to move 
quickly after firing a round. When assuming 
this position, prop the left elbow against the 
thigh of the left leg and hold the right elbow 
as close to the body as possible to stabilize 
the weapon. When firing from the kneeling 
position over a wall or window ledge, there 
must again be at least 6 inches of clearance 
for the fins, to avoid deflection of the rock¬ 
et. If you are firing from inside a building, 
you need at least 6 feet of clearance to the 
rear to prevent injuiy from the backblast. 

Although this is a “fire and forget’’ 
weapon, the standing position subjects the 
gunner to the most exposure from enemy fire 
and is the least stable. Keep both elbows 
pressed close against the body and lean for¬ 
ward with the left foot. If you attempt to 
engage overhead aircraft from this position, 
make certain you’re standing on at least a 
6-foot boulder with the rear of the launcher 
projecting over the ledge. If not, the backblast 
will reflect off the ground in back of you and 
incinerate the lower half of your body. 

Strong head winds will drop the RPG-7 V/ 
Type 69 rocket’s point of impact, while tail 
winds will raise the point of impact. Com¬ 
pensate accordingly by aiming either higher 
or lower. However, crosswinds are even 
more detrimental to the RPG-7’s perfor¬ 
mance. Cross winds affect the stabilizer fins 
more than the nose so that the head of the 
rocket, and thus the flight pattern, are in¬ 
variably turned into the wind. 

Stay with the iron sights, as the optical 
sight is too complicated. Use the primary 


RPG-7 reticle pattern of the RPG-7 
optical sight, which can be used to 
determine the range of enemy targets. 




Type 69 pistol grip and trigger group. 
Hammer is in cocked position, ready to 
strike firing pin mechanism directly above 
it. 


front sight when temperatures are below 
freezing. Rotate the higher secondary sight 
into position when temperatures are above 
freezing. Dial the range into the rear sight. 
Adjust the Type 69’s rear sight for cross- 
wind deflection, if necessary, and hope you 
get a second shot for correction if there are 
high cross winds. 

In addition to a folding bipod and wind- 
age-adjustable rear sight, there are some 
other differences between the Soviet RPG- 
7V and the PRC Type 69. The Type 69’s 
launcher-tube insulator is grooved and quite 
a bit more substantial. It provides notice¬ 
ably improved protection from heat trans¬ 
mitted through the launcher tube by the 
backblast. There is also a folding carrying 
handle in back of the rear sight. A version 
called the Type 69-1 differs only by the 
addition of a rear, folding pistol grip at¬ 
tached to the bottom of the insulator by a 

Continued on page 97 


TYPE 69 40MM ROCKET LAUNCHER 


SPECIFICATIONS 

Caliber, launcher:.,,. 

. 40mm. 

Caliber, munition:.... 

. 85mp[i, 

Munitions and method 


of operation:.. ... ^ .. 

Overall length. 

. Rocket-assisted, fin-stabilized, shaped-charge HEAT round 
with piezo-electric fiize. Muzzle velocity, 580 fjps; yeloc^ 
ity after booster ignition, 965 fps. Muzzle loaded and: 
percussion fired. 600,000 candlepower illumination rodc4 
et also available. 

launcher: 

Overall length, 

. 37.4 inches. 

rocket with booster: . 

. 36.4 inches- 

Weight, launcher:.... 

. 19,6 pounds. 

Weight, munition:.... 

. 5 pounds. 

Range:.. 

. 300 meters (moving target); 500 meters (stationary tar^tj^4 

Armor penetration:. -. 

. 330inm at normal; 110mm at 65 degrees angle of incidence. 

Sights:....... 

.Square post, hooded front sight for temperatures below 


freezing with secondary post for temperatures above freez¬ 
ing. Rear sight adjustable for both elevation and windage 
deflection. 


(Optical sight: 2,5J( prismatip telescope with field of ^ of 


13 degrees. Reticle has stadia scale for estimatirig ranges 

■ ■:= ' 

from 200 to 1,000 meters and range scale graduated from 


200 to 5(K) meters with deflection scale. Temperature 
corppensation i^ob and battery-operated reticle illumina^ 
tiorn:-;" ■ 

Accessories: ^..., . >.. 

. spare parts and tool kit, night vision scope, canvas rocket/ 
accessory pouches and subcaliber (7.62x39mm) training 
device. 

Status: .... 

. In service with People’s Liberation Army, Afghan mujahi¬ 
deen and numerous other countries. 

Manufacturer:. . . . 

. PRC government arsenals. 

Expdri&r . 

.Poly Technologies, Inc., Dept. SOF, 5/F, Gitic Building, 

r;'' '' 

19, Jian Guo Men Wai Street, Beijing, People’s Republic 

'■ : '-.S 

of China. 

T&E aummaryrc ...... 

.Improved version of Soviet RPG-7V with windage- 

of’'* 

adjustable rear sight, folding bipod, heavier launcher tube 


insulation and folding carrying handle. HEAT round has 
no self-destruct mechanism. Effective and battle-proven 
anti-armor weapon. 
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SOF SOUTHERN AFRICA 


MISSION 

MOZAMBIQUE 


SOF Escorts 
Missionaries 
Out of 

Combat Zone 


Text & Photos by Bob Jordan 

M ozambique’s still and tranquil 
night was shattered by the breaking of 
glass. As the steel buttplates of AK-47 rifles 
demolished the windows of the farmhouse, 
five missionaries inside, now rudely 
awakened, ran into the most protected room 
of the building and started praying. Locked 
inside the room, they listened to the un- 
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INSIDE SOLDIERING 

Bob Jordan has seen combat in Viet¬ 
nam and Rhodesia, served in South Afri¬ 
ca and the Transkei, and has traveled to 
the People’s Republic of China, Suri¬ 
name and Central America with SOF. 
He has made a number of trips inside 
Mozambique and written on that subject 
for Soldier of Fortune. When not on the 
road. Bob bases out of the Washington, 
DC area, where he works as a security 
and political consultant. 


LEFT: Bob Jordan first became familiar 
with Mozambique during his service with 
the Rhodesian Special Air Service, 
conducting both cross-border raids against 
terrorist base camps and training for 
fledgling REN AMO forces. He has made a 
number of trips back inside on behalf of 
SOF, the Mozambique Information Office 
and other interested parties. 
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known guerrillas approach and then try the 
door. Convinced that death was near, their 
prayers increased. 

A sixth missionary, not trapped in the 
room, had meanwhile met the soldiers and 
discovered their identity. This discovery en¬ 
abled him to call to his friends, reassuring 
them of at least temporary safety. Unlock¬ 
ing the door, they emerged into a darkness 
glittering with metallic reflections and redo¬ 
lent with the musky smell of fear and excite¬ 
ment. They marched into a moonlit field 
and, surrounded by the guerrillas, it seemed 
that rape and death, the traditional African 
manner of dealing with missionaries, were 
imminent. 


Such was the beginning of a three-month 
captivity in the hands of the anti-communist 
Mozambican resistance fighters known as 
RENAMO (the name is derived from the 
initials of Mozambique National Resis¬ 
tance). The six missionaries and the 19- 
month-old daughter of one couple were now 
wrapped up in the little-known country that 
is Mozambique. 

BELOW: One of the many plans devised by 
the author for spiriting the missionaries out 
of Mozambique revolved around motorcycle 
transport. Unfortunately, the plan fell 
through when the bikes ‘Vanished” back to 
Malawi. 



While being marched through the moon¬ 
light by a group of armed men who have just 
taken you from your bed, it is difficult to 
draw a distinction between being “kid¬ 
napped” and being “removed for your own 
protection,” particularly when the latter has 
not been explained. The missionaries 
thought, with good reason, that they were 
being kidnapped. RENAMO viewed the ex¬ 
ercise as one which removed innocent by¬ 
standers from harm’s way. It’s all a matter 
of perspective, I suppose. 

RENAMO did start trying to give the 
missionaries back almost immediately, but 
few things are simple in African politics. In 
many previous incidents where foreigners 
have been inadvertently involved in the Mo¬ 
zambique civil war, they have not fared 
well. In one instance a Portuguese priest 
was escorted to safety by the guerrillas and 
released only to be killed by government 
soldiers. RENAMO was blamed and propa¬ 
ganda generated to discredit the movement. 
RENAMO’s policy now is to remove all 
foreigners from battle areas until they can be 
turned over to a neutral third party. 

In the case of this group of people, 
RENAMO’s president, Afonso Dhlakama, 
offered to call a cease-fire while the Interna¬ 
tional Red Cross came in and extricated 
them. The Red Cross agreed, contingent 
upon the agreement of the Mozambican 
government. That government, quite con¬ 
tent to have missionaries held “hostage” by 
the guerrillas, and reaping the propaganda 
benefits of the situation, refused to cooper¬ 
ate or to allow the Red Cross in. 

Since one of the missionaries was an 
American woman, attempts were made to 
get the U.S. State Department involved, but 
State, repeating the totally erroneous line 
that RENAMO consists of unorganized 
bandits without communications or spokes¬ 
men, would not participate. In a challenge 
made to Assistant Secretary of State Chester 
Crocker, Senator Jesse Helms, R-NC, said, 
“You could get her out in five minutes.... 
In two calls you could get that lady out. It’s 
a matter of record, Mr. Secretary. And yet 
the State Department is sitting on its duff. ” 

Eventually, Congressmen Tom Delay, 
Jack Fields and Dan Burton did make those 
calls, to the Mozambique Information 
Office (now called the Mozambique Re¬ 
search Center) in Washington, DC. That 
office, which has been providing informa¬ 
tion on aind communications with 
RENAMO for over a year (contacts the 
State Department claimed could not be 
found), agreed to help recover the group of 
missionaries. Tom Schaaf, executive direc¬ 
tor of the MIO, knowing my past associa¬ 
tion with RENAMO, asked if I could help. I 
agreed to try. 

We considered several plans for arrang¬ 
ing the release of the group before I left 


LEFT: Jordan’s mission was to escort white 
missionaries, held by RENAMO forces until 
their safety could be guaranteed, out of 
Mozambique. Mission accomplished — 
complete with Soldier of Fortune T-shirts. 
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Washington. Knowing that plans which 
seem entirely feasible when laid out in an 
office can be completely irrelevant in the 
field, especially in Africa, we agreed on 
concepts rather than detail, with a great deal 
of flexibility. Our best-case scenario was to 
be a flight by light airplane straight into the 
base where the missionaries were located, 
load them aboard and fly out again. 
Although a pilot and plane were available 
for this mission configuration, there was a 
slight snag: RENAMO would not tell us 
where its guests were for fear that someone 
other than me would arrive with more than 
just one light plane. Our worst case was that 
I would make my own way into Mozam¬ 
bique, stumble around for as long as it took 
to find God’s Children and then somehow 
get them out of the country. Promising Tom 
that I would not return without success, I 
left his office and went home to consider 
various other aspects of the mission. 

One of those aspects was finance. A 
group of conservative political advisers had 
paid for my ticket to Africa, but there was 
the matter of significant local expenses that 
would have to be met. Knowing Robert K. 
Brown’s burning desire to do good deeds, I 
phoned him and asked for a bit of help. As 
anticipated, he came through splendi^y in 
the matter of expenses, for both myself and 
the missionaries when they finally reached a 
place where they could spend money. 
Brown also provided some new clothes for 
me to take in to the group, who presumably 
had worn out whatever they had been wear¬ 
ing when RENAMO took them away. 

Then there was the matter of reimburse¬ 
ment for my time. While I am strongly 
motivated by the right sort of cause, there 
are still niggling bills, such as alimony pay¬ 
ments, to be paid. The organization which 
sponsored the missionaries, Youth With a 
Mission, and I agreed upon a mutually satis¬ 
factory figure, but as of this writing I’m still 
waiting for the check. (The salient point 
here is quite simple: All you good-deed 
doers out there better insist on money up 
front.) 

Another consideration was what to do if 
plan “A” didn’t work. As any Africa veter¬ 
an will testify, even the simplest plans have 
a way of coming unravelled when exposed 
to the vagaries of the bush and the inhabi¬ 
tants thereof. Used to and expecting that 
sort of thing, I had a few contingencies in 
mind. More important, though, I had a men¬ 
tal attitude conditioned by soldiering in 
Africa for 15 years. Flexibility. You would 
go mad without it. 

In short order, preparations were com¬ 
pleted and I was on my way. 

By now more than two months had 
passed since the missionaries were taken. 
Inside various guerrilla camps in Mozam¬ 
bique, the missionaries were treated as well 
as the guerrillas could manage, but they 
were still suffering from the effects of a bad 
diet, rudimentary health facilities and ap¬ 
parent lack of interest on the part of the 
outside world. Several of them had con¬ 
tracted malaria. All had lost weight. A Zim¬ 


After three months in the bush with 
RENAMO, after-action body maintenance 
was the order of the day for the 
missionaries. Support from Senator Jesse 
Heims and others, the Washington, 
DC-based Mozambique Information OfRce, 
and SOF’s Robert K. Brown helped effect 
their safe return from Mozambique. 

babwean newspaper had reported that the 
baby had died while in guerrilla hands. A 
singularly nasty type of insect similar to a 
chigger had infested all of them. Fortunate¬ 
ly, three of the missionaries were also 
nurses, but without the comfort of strong 
religious faith, their morale would have 
been low indeed. 

Arriving in South Africa, I contacted 
another missionary, an American whom I 
had met some time before. He had a plane 
and a pilot’s license, and was willing to 
embark on the mission in full knowledge of 
the hazards of travel in a war zone. The two 
of us went on to Malawi, hoping that the 
government of Malawi would not hinder us 
in this humanitarian effort, and would pos¬ 
sibly even help. (They didn’t hinder, but 
then again they didn’t help.) 

Our main problem continued to be igno¬ 
rance of the missionaries’ location or condi¬ 
tion. Waiting in Malawi for a few days 
trying to find out the answers to these fun¬ 
damental questions, I finally decided that 
the only way was to go in and find a guerrilla 
base with a radio. My sky pilot agreed, and 
the two of us, along with another man from 
his church, made our way across the border 
into Mozambique during a night in early 
August. We managed to sneak three motor¬ 
bikes across with us as well, although there 
was no little effort expended in getting them 
ferried across the river. 

We immediately found a RENAMO base 
but there was no radio, so the next day we 


drove for three hours and found another 
camp. This one did have a radio, but the 
only answer we got was an order to proceed 
deeper into the country to still another base 
where we would be told whatever y/t 
needed to know. Back onto the bikes/for 
another grueling cross-country scramble of 
four hours duration before we reacljM the 
guard post of the provincial command base. 

(All of you ex-infantry readers will ijpcall 
frequent longings for transportation bther 
than that provided by your feet, but I am not 
so sure that motorbikes are an acceptable 
substitute under Mozambican conditions. 
Bouncing over sundry bumps, falling over 
in mud and sand patches, dismounting to 
walk the bikes across single-log bridges, 
being slashed by sharp-edged elephant grass 
and other local flora is, to put it mildly, 
quite exhausting. Admittedly more ground 
can be covered, but a heavy toll is paid. Our 
problems were compounded because we 
had guides/escorts riding pillion, at least 
one of whom had never been on a bike 
before. His lack of balance and insistence 
on leaning the wrong way led to a fair num¬ 
ber of spills.) 

As it was by then too late in the day for 
any business transactions, we bedded down 
at the guard post and awaited developments. 
Having just spent more than seven hours 
scrambling across the African countryside, 
we really were happy to settle down in the 
hut shown to us. We were even happier 
when a couple of the troops arrived with 
sheets and blankets, which they carefully 
laid out on the dirt floor, and indicated that 
now we had beds. 

Next morning, after a sound sleep, the 
base commander came out to greet us and 
invite us into his camp. For most of that day 
we exchanged radio messages with Presi¬ 
dent Dhlakama, and finally found out just 
where the missionaries were. It was a long 
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“MASSACRES” IN 
MOZAMBIQUE 

RENAMO most often gets m^ia 
attention when theMozambican govem- 
xsmnt makes allegations, ^at massacres 
or atrocities have been committed. 
These allegations are usually repeated 
verbatim from the Mozambique News 
Agency (AIM) without any attempt at 
verification. Ofto the allegations are 
repeated without even mentioning that 
they come from AIM, which is like re¬ 
peating stories from TASS without in¬ 
forming readers of the source. AIM, af¬ 
ter all, is the official news outlet for a 
communist government, in exactly the 
same way that TASS provides news for 
the Russian government. 

In one of the most recent allegations 
of guerrilla massacres, the insurgents 
were accused of having killed some 400 
civilians in a village called Homoine, in 
southern Mozambique. As this hap¬ 
pened just before my trip, it was the 
basis of numerous conversations 1 had 
with various members of RENAMO. To 
a man they denied that such a thing could 
have happened, for a number of reasons. 

RENAMO, waging a campaign in the 
usually successful Maoist pattern, real¬ 
izes that the support of the population is 
the most important factor in its struggle. 
It will do absolutely nothing to alienate 
the people, and its harshest disciplinary 
measures are reserved for anyone who 
violates the rules regarding treatment of 
civilians. For this ideological reason a 
massacre carried out by RENAMO is out 
of the question. 

Eyewitnesses report that hundreds of 
uniformed men were the ones who did 
die shooting. The rebels are so short of 
all types of equipment that the report of 
uniformed men in itself exonerates 
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'Mozambiq^^s com]|l^liiist FRELIMO 
government stated that nearly 400 
Mozambicans were slaughtered in the 
village of Homoine by uniformed 
RENAMO insurgents. As author 
Jordan, and this photq^ jmini oq{. 


uniforms are few aq 
RENAMO. 
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them. They don’t have that many uni¬ 
forms. 

While RENAMO admits that some¬ 
times civilians do get killed in cross fire 
(even Americans admit to that sad fact), 
the civilians in Mozambique are particu¬ 
larly adept at avoiding gunfire. At the 
first shot everyone in hearing runs for the 
bush and dis^pears in seconds. Even if 
RENAMO wanted to kill 400 civilians, 
it could not round them up and contain 
them for long enough to do the job. 
Hunting the^ out of bush hiding places 
and shooting them one at a time would 
take more men and more time, than a 
guerriUa operation could spare. 

It is also curious that the Mo^tmbican 
government allowed no independent 
journalists mto the so-called massacre 
site until nlQre than a week after the 
event; the same restrictions applied to 
U.S. Embassy staffers. Even then, jour- 
nalistacouldfind no proof of a massacre, 
if it in fact happened at all. If it did 
happen, if s far more likely that govern¬ 
ment soldiers did it to fry to deter the 
population from supporting the rebels. 
In that case, it was a, dismal failure. 
Mozambicans know who is interested in 
their welfare and who is interested only 
in exploiting them. 

— Bob Jordan 


Editor’s Note: A release re¬ 
ceived by I5QF frorn RENAMO’s 
W ashington, DC-based office- also 
addresses the so-called massacre. It 


reads, in part: **On the morning of July 
IBflp^J], a large disturbance took place 
in Homoine ... RENAMO had no 
forces in the district at the time but 
sources, including monitoring of 
FRELIMO’s radio communication and 
reports coming in from the Geld, indi¬ 
cate that a large group of local 
FRELIMO militia fired on the headquar¬ 
ters of FRELIMO regulars of the same 
locale. Following the uprising, the 
FRELIMO regulars, acting on orders 
Gom Maputo, retaliated in force against 
the militia and residents of Homoine. ” 

William Pascoe, a policy analyst for 
Third World affairs at The Heritage 
Foundation, also had comments to make 
about the alleged massacre in a commen¬ 
tary for The Washington Times (30 July 
1987). Pascoe writes: **There may be 
serious doubts that it happened as de¬ 
scribed. And the journalists who wrote 
the stories know it, because the stories 
themselves contain the elements of 
doubt.’ ^ 

Pascoe asks: “if the massacre really 
took place as Mozambican government 
sources described, why would the gov¬ 
ernment not rush Western Journalists 
and U.S. Embassy staffers to 0e scene, 
in order to get independent verification 
as soon as possible?” Why not, indeed? 
Was there really anything to report, or 
did FRELIMO require the time to cover 
up its own involvement? 

He continues: ‘ The timing of the inci¬ 
dent —just as a major review of U.S. 
poUcy toward Mozambique was being 
undertaken within high Reagan adminis¬ 
tration councils — suggests something 
fishy.” Mozambique’s communist 
FRl^IMO government is standing on 
shaky ground in all areas — political, 
economic and miUt^ — it’s no 
doubt aware that Washington’s sym¬ 
pathies may be shifting toward 
RENAMO. Considering that major U. S. 
news outlets — AP, Time, The 
Washington Post, etal — are easy prey 
when it comes to disseminathig commu¬ 
nist-supplied disinformation, and that 
many ranking U.S. government officials 
rely hea vily on these sources in the deci¬ 
sion-making process, this incident” 
may have been stage-managed for the 
benefit of the wavering West. 

As with many such stories emanating 
ffvm Africa, the facts will probably nev¬ 
er surface. FRELIMO, for obvious 
reasons, wants its opposition, 
RENAMO, blamed for the incident at 
Homoine as well as any other tragedy, 
resd or imagined. RENAMO, if it wants 
to continue swimming dmmgh the sea of 
the Mozambican people, must Just as 
obviously avoid alienating the popula¬ 
tion as well as Western governments — 
a tough Job considering that, for now, 
FRELIMO holds all the media cards. 
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way from our location — 180 miles or so. 
Even worse, though, were reports of enemy 
air activity in the area, which precluded any 
chance that we could fly down and get them. 
There went plan “A.” 

Discussions concerning plan “B” fol¬ 
lowed. That involved my going to meet the 
group and sending a message to the pilot 
when the situation cleared. “B” was un¬ 
acceptable due to the uncertain time frame. 
At this stage the two people with me, and all 
three motorbikes, were dispatched on a 
short task as a favor to the guerrillas. 
Apparently they ended up back in Malawi, 
and I haven’t seen them since. Plan “C,” 
which would have been an extraction of the 
missionaries by motorbike, was now dis¬ 
carded. 

That same night I was taken through a 
rainstorm nine miles over the mountains to 
yet another base. Why the move had to be in 
the rain at that exact time is anybody’s 
guess, but I probably needed the exercise 
anyway. Radio discussions with REN AMO 
headquarters continued the next day. 

While I was at this base, capable of hold¬ 
ing at least a thousand troops, I was intro¬ 
duced to a group of women resistance fight¬ 
ers. In REN AMO, women serve as infantry 
as well as providing support functions such 
as nursing, clerical and communications. In 
this base, since most of the males were “at 
the front,” camp security was largely the 
responsibility of the women’s detachment. 
Many of the ladies were veterans of battles 
with Mozambican and Zimbabwean gov¬ 
ernment forces, and two of them had scars 
from shrapnel wounds. 

By now I was into Plan “D,” which 
consisted of me going south while the mis¬ 
sionaries moved north. This was agreed 
upon and initiated, and I left Central Base a 
few days later. “D” was modified a few 
times in the interim, but eventually I arrived 
in the camp where I was to meet up with the 
missionaries, now enroute northward. 
Quite a few more days passed with occa¬ 
sional news from the guerrillas about prog¬ 
ress and difficulties, including another 
change of plan because of enemy activity, 
but that change required nothing from me 
but extra patience. 

Then, about 0900 on 17 August, a guer¬ 
rilla whom I had not seen before came into 
the camp. Dressed in full combat gear, 
dusty and obviously weary, his appearance 
was the first indication that the group must 
be close. A few minutes later the camp 
commander leaped on the camp Honda and 
sped off down the track to his guard post, 
soon returning with an elderly white woman 
and a small, blonde child. She didn’t see me 
for a minute or so, but stared around dazed¬ 
ly. Then her eyes registered the presence of 
the first new white person she’d seen in 
more than three months, and she said 
“Praise the Lord. ” I was to hear quite a lot 
of that expression in the next few hours. 

The camp commander, meanwhile, had 
ridden back out to his guard post and re¬ 
turned with another lady, and then another; 
and then soon the whole group was assem¬ 


Life is tough in the bush for Mozambicans, 
especially so for RENAMO freedom 
fighters. Here stands the RENAMO 
‘‘Hilton” deep inside Mozambique. 


bled, mixing smiles, tears of relief and 
prayers at my news that civilization was 
almost in sight. The balance of that day was 
spent resting, eating, washing hair and us¬ 
ing toothbrushes for the first time in three 
months, along with the general body 
maintenance that is necessary after a two- 
week, 12-hours-a-day (sometimes 16) 
march through the African bush. 

By now I was on plan “F, as amended” 
and was hoping that not too many more 
changes would be needed. Not certain of 
Malawian reaction to the arrival of “un¬ 
documented aliens” in their midst, I had 
originally intended to smuggle the mis¬ 
sionaries into South Africa. There they 
would at least be assured of a civilized re¬ 
ception without fear of being caught up in 
the political pressures of the Malawi/Mo¬ 
zambique relationship. But in any event, the 
State Department finally got involved and I 
turned the group over to a representative 
from that organization soon after our arrival 
in Malawi. More problems arose almost 
immediately. 

State Department’s view (despite its de¬ 
nials) was that the missionaries should all go 
to the capital of communist Mozambique 
for an “official release ceremony” (read 
“propaganda exercise”). A corollary to 
that was that the five white Zimbabweans 
and the child should be turned over to the 
care of their own embassy, while the Amer¬ 
ican should remain in U.S. hands. Sounds 
reasonable, except when one considers that 
Zimbabwe has up to 16,(X)0 combat troops 
occupying parts of Mozambique, helping 
their communist brothers fight RENAMO. 
A little more consideration, especially of 
Zimbabwe’s appalling human rights record 
and complete disregard for the niceties of 
justice, law and order, could lead to the 
conclusion that, as these people had just 


spent three months with the guerrillas, 
perhaps they might know something of mili¬ 
tary value which should be extracted im¬ 
mediately and by the most expeditious 
method. Such a conclusion should lead to 
caution when deciding what to do in a case 
like this one. 

It looked like a return to Maputo was in 
the offing until a barrage of telephone- 
launched rockets from Senator Helms, Con¬ 
gressman Burton and numerous other in¬ 
terested parties landed in Malawi, while a 
similar barrage was being fired at Foggy 
Bottom. This pressure convinced the State 
Department to persuade the Mozambican 
government to moderate their demands, and 
in a few days the missionaries were finally 
told that they could go wherever they 
wanted to go. 

Most of the group were Zimbabweans 
and wanted to go home. The American 
wanted to visit friends, see Victoria Falls 
and, more importantly, provide the protec¬ 
tion of her U.S. citizenship to the rest of the 
group, so she also decided to go to Zim¬ 
babwe. On 21 August they left Malawi on 
the short flight to Harare. My job was over. 

Epilogue 

Waiting at Harare’s airport when the mis¬ 
sionaries landed were members of the inter¬ 
national press corps, wanting photos and 
interviews. Also waiting at the airport, 
though, were members of Zimbabwe’s 
(North Korean- or East German-trained) 
secret police. The police got to the mis¬ 
sionaries before the press did. Without war¬ 
rants, without explanation, without so much 
as a chance to wave hello, the missionaries 
were bundled into a waiting van and taken 
away. A press type who observed this inci¬ 
dent said, “After being released from a 
RENAMO ‘kidnapping,* they have just 
been kidnapped again — by Ae Zimbab¬ 
wean CIO” [Central Intelligence Organi¬ 
zation]. 

Without the intervention again of Senator 
Helms and other concerned parties, these peo¬ 
ple who had just come out of a war zone might 
still be in a Zimbabwean prison. ^ 
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I WAS THERE 

Continued from page 19 

nessed an American soldier inten¬ 
tionally violate either of those articles 
of faith. 

Now several hundred yards out, a 
long, thin, shadowy line of exhausted 
men was making its way to an opening 
in the concertina. They were dispersed 
at intervals of 50 feet and their pace 
was slow. 1 could tell that these men 
were tired. Every line and sag of their 
bodies betrayed their exhaustion. On 
their backs and bodies they were car¬ 
rying machine guns, ammunition 
boxes, mortar tubes and packs heavy 
with the burdens of the modem infan¬ 
tryman. 

For several weeks these soldiers had 
been living and fighting in that jungle 
environment we called “the boonies.” 
They’d fought hard, eaten little, 
washed rarely and rested even less. As 
grunts their nights had been violent 
with fear and filled with ambushes, 
snipers and the noises of the jungle. 
Their days had been sleepless and mis¬ 
erable as they humped through the 
jungte under a mixture of hot sun and 
driving monsoon. 

Given their distance from the perim¬ 
eter I gauged that they’d be safely in¬ 


side within a few minutes. These men 
were fighting men but soon, at least for 
a while, their fighting would be over. 
On Christmas Eve, after weeks in the 
field, they were finally coming in for 
several days of peace. 

After a few moments I stretched, 
finished my scotch and, with my M16 
slung over my shoulder, walked down 
toward the perimeter wire. On my way, I 
noticed a snowman that someone had 
erected out of sandbags. It had been 
sprayed white and had a steel helmet on 
its head and sergeant stripes on its arms. 
Around its neck was a large sign that read 
“Frosty the Pointman.” I laughed to 
myself and moved on. 

As I approached the guard tower I 
could hear a radio playing: “This is 
AFVN on Christmas Eve, with all of the 
in-country and world news coming up 
on the hour, read to you by Army Spe¬ 
cialist Gary Warin.... But now, a 

word from our sponsors_Let’s talk 

about U.S. Savings Bonds ... and 
now here’s Perry Como singing ‘O 
Holy Night’... and the beat goes on.” 

I’m not sure whether it was the 
scotch or the familiar sounds of Christ¬ 
mas carols that were coming from the 
radio, but I felt warmer inside. I knew 
that being here this year would now 
enable me to appreciate all my future 
Christmases so much more, starting 


next year when I would be home. Most 
of all I was thankful that I was still alive 
while so many were not. 

My thoughts were interrupted as the 
first troops started coming in through 
the wire. I immediately recognized a 
number of faces. It was 1st Platoon, 
Alpha Company, 1st of the 12th Infan¬ 
try. These were the same soldiers 
who’d accompanied our team on at 
least four missions since September. 
They were crack troops and, after their 
first mission with us, I repeatedly 
attempted to procure them for future 
missions. They, in turn, were always 
more than willing to go out with us 
because, while our missions were clan¬ 
destine, they were short and swift, as 
opposed to their month-long bivouacs 
in the field. 

I was astounded when I saw them 
because I didn’t know any of them 
were still alive. Only three days before 
I’d heard that the entire platoon had 
been blown away on Hill 527. For 
several weeks an WA heavy weapons 
company on top of that hill had 
wreaked havoc on American troops in 
the area. After heavy American casual¬ 
ties, it was this platoon that finally dis¬ 
lodged the enemy. But instead of 
being dead or wounded, here they 
were. 

After all they’d been through they 
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did not complain or slouch. It was only 
the terrible deliberation of each step 
that spelled out their appalling tired¬ 
ness. Their faces were black with dirt 
and unshaven. They were all such-, 
young men, but you couldn’t tell it by 
looking at them. The dirt, the whiskers 
and the residue of battle made them 
appear so much older than their actual 
years. These men had stared death in 
the face — and yet in their eyes there 
was no hatred, no bitterness, no de¬ 
pression or despair. There was just the 
simple expression of being here and of 
doing their duty. 

Before the line of soldiers moved on, 
one of them stopped momentarily to 
adjust his binding rucksack. He was a 
soldier from Chicago named Alvarez 
and, as he slid his pack from one side to 
the other, I noticed a crimson patch 
that saturated a jagged tear in his jun¬ 
gle fatigues. Without so much as a 
whimper or moan he tightened his 
rucksack down over the shrapnel 
wound on his back and marched off in * 
my direction. Seeing me standing 
there, he glanced up and said, “Hey 
buddy, got a cigarette?” I reached into 
my fatigue jacket and pulled out a fresh 
pack of Winstons and tossed it to him. 
“Thanks, buddy,” was all he said. 

About 10 paces down the road he 
stopped, hesitated for a moment and, 
in a gesture of recognition, turned 


around. A big smile erased the exhaus¬ 
tion from his face and, with a wave and 
a grin, he yelled, “Hey Davis, is that 
you?” Before I could respond, he 
flashed me the peace symbol and hol¬ 
lered, “Merry Christmas, amigo,” 

“Merry Christmas,” was all I could 
' say before he and his companions dis¬ 
appeared into the distance. 

While the people back home could 
never understand our world, I wished 
they could have seen these grunts just 
once, just for an instant. One glance at 
these soldiers would teach them more 
about compassion, about sacrifice and 
about the meaning of good will toward 
men than a decade of Christmas ser¬ 
mons. 

Even though I was 10,000 miles 
away from my family I was no longer 
depressed. These men were my 
friends and would forever be a part of 
my memory. As I walked back into the 
darkness I could still hear Christmas 
carols qqming from the radio, and my 
shoulder was no longer hurting. 

Tonight was a night I would never 
forget. Every Christmas hereafter I 
would recall that brilliant flash in the 
jungle sky and the images of that long, 
thin line of American soldiers. I knew 
that every Christmas hereafter I would 
recall these men — these men who 
lived times that others said were best 
forgotten; these men who went where 


others feared to tread These American 
soldiers who spent Christmas Eve in 
the jungles of Vietnam because their 
country asked them to. 

James Martin Davis served in Viet¬ 
nam as Military Intelligence team lead¬ 
er with the 4th Infantry Division hrom 
1969-70, He currently works as an 
attorney in Omaha, Nebraska. ^ 
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Because of its high cyclic rate, gun¬ 
ners must exercise strict fire discipline. 
If three- to four-shot bursts are fired, 
the hit potential is almost equivalent to 
machine guns with slower rates of fire. 

As there is no forearm and the bipod 
folds back even when the legs are ex¬ 
tended so that it cannot be used as a 
front brace, it is difficult to fire the MG 
42 from any position other than the 
prone. As the prone position is the 
most appropriate for the majority of 
combat scenarios, this is of little con¬ 
sequence. 

The 1,000-year Reich lasted only 13 
years, but the MG 42 lives on to this 
day. In its original caliber, 
7.92x57mm, it remains the standard 
infantry machine gun of Yugoslavia, 
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where it is known as the SARAC M53. 
It was used by the French army until 
the AA52 was adopted. Most of the 
French MG 42s were phosphate re¬ 
finished. Converted to caliber 
7.62x51mm NATO, the MG 42 has 
been manufactured and/or adopted by 
Austria (MG 42/59), West Germany 
(MGl/3 series), Spain, Italy, Portugal, 
Pakistan, Turkey, Iran, Denmark, Nor¬ 
way, Chile and ^e Sudan. 

It possesses all the proper character¬ 
istics, both good and bad, of a modem 
General Purpose Machine Gun. While 
not quite up to the standards set by the 
FN ^^G 58, the MG 42 remains vastly 
superior to the M60. ^ 


BLUEPRINT 
FOR VICTORY 

Continued from page 37 

Was the amphibious strike at Vinh an 
impractical figment of the author’s imagina¬ 
tion, perhaps the result of a limited analysis 
of the situation, or was it a viable option? 
The answer must take into account both the 
military and political situation at the time. 

Two distinguished experts addressed the 
former issue. Sir Robert Thompson, British 
counterinsurgency expert and White House 
consultant about Vietnam, stated, “Dis¬ 


rupting the enemy’s rear base while secur¬ 
ing one’s own is far more important in 
achieving victory and breaking the enemy’s 
will to resist than ... defeating the enemy’s 
main forces in the field. In insurgency and 
counterinsurgency it is primary.’’ In an in¬ 
terview quoted in Amed Forces Journal 
International (November 1980), General 
Robert H. Barrow, then commandant of the 
Marine Corps, stated, ‘ ‘Look at Inchon, the 
classical turning movement. Most wars are 
won by getting on the other fellow’s lines of 
communication. MacArthur referred to (In¬ 
chon] as his strategic masterpiece. Also one 
could speculate on what the results would 
have been had we landed in North Vietnam, 
around Vinh, and come south in a sort of 
hammer/anvil action. I’m not suggesting it 
would have ended the war, but rather that 
we failed to exploit the usefulness of our 
amphibious capability.’* The most knowl¬ 
edgeable experts were the North Viet¬ 
namese themselves; in mid-1972 their dip¬ 
lomatic personnel queried news correspon¬ 
dents about U.S./South Vietnamese inten¬ 
tions to invade them. 

As to amphibious capabilities, formidable 
U.S. Marine forces and naval support were 
available to Commander, Task Force 76 (the 
Seventh Fleet Amphibious Force) by early 
May 1972, according to Major General E.J. 
Miller and Rear Admiral W.D. Toole, Jr., 
USN, the respective commanders. 

They wrote in 1974: “The obvious objec¬ 
tive was to project this available seapower 


ashore and strike the enemy behind the 
lines, inasmuch as the coastline was lightly 
defended and the enemy was well extended. 
The tactical advantage of such operations 
was clear, but political constraints pre¬ 
cluded the reintroduction of U.S. Marine 
Corps troops into South Viet Nam in a land 
warfare role.’* Instead, USMC helicopters 
and amphibious tractors lifted up to three 
battalions of Vietnamese Marines during 
each of four limited strikes in Quang Tri 
between 13 May and 22 July. 

Obviously, the limited and localized ben¬ 
efits of a turning movement behind NVA 
forces in northern I Corps were not deemed 
commensurate with political consequences 
of reintroducing U.S. troops. But, suppose 
the reintroduction could have decisively 
altered the war and forced its favorable con¬ 
clusion; would the high stakes not have jus¬ 
tified overriding the political constraints? 

This leaves the question of political feasi¬ 
bility, especially the reintroduction of U.S. 
troops. Use of the 3rd Marine Division on 
Okinawa for the amphibious assault was 
deemed essential by me (and later con¬ 
firmed by USMC advisers) because of the 
rapid replacement of losses in the Viet¬ 
namese Marine Division with personnel un¬ 
trained in amphibious techniques. From the 
news media I had learned that unprece¬ 
dented use of heavy weapons and the blatant 
invasion by the NVA had temporarily but 
sharply curtailed anti-Vietnam criticism 
worldwide. I don’t think the outcry over the 
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3rd Marine Division invading NVN in mid- 
1972 would have exceeded that following 
the alleged “carpet bombing” of Hanoi by 
B-52s in December 1972, which the admin¬ 
istration weathered. 

In 1982, before his death, I queried 
Ambassador Bunker concerning his mem¬ 
ory of the particular briefing in which I 
advocated execution of the amphibious op¬ 
tion at Vinh. He graciously replied with a 
telephone call and a letter, but unfortunate¬ 
ly, his memory and records yielded no 
further details. He did state his “belief that 
Washington would have found it impossible 
politically to reintroduce American forces 
into Vietnam and that General Abrams felt 
incapable of diverting any ARVN troops 
from the job at hand of turning back the 
North Vietnamese offensive.” He also 
wrote: “I think you are right in describing 
the option at Vinh as a ‘missed opportuni¬ 
ty.’ ” Bunker related this to his own propo¬ 
sal made in June 1967 to cut the Ho Chi 
Minh Trail in Laos. 

At the time, Ambassador Bunker, having 
already had his earlier proposal rejected, 
must have felt a natural reluctance (as 
almost anyone in his position surely would 
have) to suggest the bold proposal of a lone 
and junior civilian analyst to a four-star 
general and his large military staff who were 
preoccupied with the desperate battles for 
South Vietnam. This explains why my 
proposal probably “died” in the embassy 
conference room and why I didn’t get any 
further with it among my acquaintances at 
MAC V J-2 either (MACV staff was divided 
into five groups, J-1 through 5. The second 
group, J-2, dealt with intelligence.), but not 
why it apparently didn’t occur to someone 
else with sufficient “horsepower” to have it 
receive serious consideration at MACV, the 
Pentagon and the White House. 

Ultimately, the decision to invade NVN 
would have to have come from Washington. 
Dr. Kissinger’s 1979 memoirs, White 
House Years, provide strong clues to the 
national decision-making process in mid- 
1972. On page 1,178 he states that, while a 
three-day B-52 strike on Hanoi and 
Haiphong was contemplated in early April 
1972, he favored the mining blockade of 
NVN, originally proposed by Kissinger’s 
staff in 1969. He also states that the B-52 
strike concept “had to contend with the 
reluctance of General Abrams, who, even 
though his air forces had been augmented 
far above his recommendations, still in¬ 
sisted that he needed all his assets for the 
crucial battle in South Vietnam.” 

I believe they overestimated the NVA; 
failed to see NVN’s vulnerability; and 
lacked the rare strategic insight, apprecia¬ 
tion for amphibious operations and daring 
shown by General Mac Arthur at Inchon, 
despite this past example. 

IGssinger and George C. Carver, CIA 
expert on Vietnam, recognized that the min¬ 
ing would only be effective until overland 
routes through China could be established. 
On 6 May, Kissinger sent a backchannel 
message to Ambassador Bunker: “To put it 
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in the bluntest terms, we are not interested 
in half-measures; we want to strike in a 
fashion that maximizes their difficul¬ 
ties. ,.. There should be no question in 
either your or General Abrams’ mind that 
we want to devote the necessary assets” 
(subsequently specifying air power). 

Describing our relations with Peking in 
mid-May, after the bombing and mining 
had started, Kissinger asserts: “(Chinese) 
U.N. Ambassador Huang Hua repeated the 
official line that China stood behind its 
friends. But he did not demur when I 
pointed out that we had warned Peking half 
a dozen times of our determination to react 
strongly if Hanoi sought to impose a mili¬ 
tary solution. Nor did our actions in Viet¬ 
nam prevent Huang Hua from encouraging 
a visit by me to Peking in June. We had not 
only achieved a free hand in Vietnam; we 
would be able to continue at the same time 
... our foreign policy” vis-a-vis China and 
the Soviet Union, 

Speaking further about NVN and the 
American domestic situation, Kissinger 
states: “Our twin summits had undoubtedly 
engendered a sense of isolation in the North. 
We were seeing their effects on the morale 
of the North Vietnamese leadership, 
population and armed forces. And they had 
greatly strengthened Nixon’s domestic 
position, thus removing Hanoi’s key 
weapon of leverage on us. ” I was not privy 
to Dr. Kissinger’s insights in 1972, of 
course, but I had read intelligence reports 
about NVN’s leaders withholding informa¬ 
tion about the Moscow and Peking summits 
from their people (an information gap 
quickly filled by U.S. and South Viet¬ 
namese propaganda radio broadcasts) and 
had gathered as much about U.S. domestic 
policies (which Kissinger describes as 
“Hanoi’s key weapon”) from the press. 

The ultimate decision to exercise the 
Vinh amphibious option would have been 
President Nixon’s. Of his attitudes at this 
time. Dr. Kissinger says: “As I have repeat¬ 
edly shown, Nixon was exceedingly suspi¬ 
cious of negotiations in general (unless he 
had a nearly ironclad guarantee of success) 
and especially with the North Vietnamese. 
He doubted that anything would ever come 
of them; as his election prospects improved, 
he saw no reason to pursue them ... (later) 
Nixon saw no possibility of progress (in the 
peace talks) until after the election and prob¬ 
ably did not even desire it. Even then, he 
preferred escalation before sitting down to 
negotiate. ” 

But, what escalation? The bombing and 
mining cards already had been played. Un¬ 
less they were tragically overconfident in 
U.S. firepower and technical superiority 
alone to bring an end to the war, the presi¬ 
dent and his top security adviser apparently 
would have seriously considered a limited 
operation, such as a combined U.S.-South 
Vietnamese amphibious assault on Vinh. 
The bombing, mining and military defeats 
in the South might be compared to a series 
of left jabs that ‘ ‘set up’ ’ a boxing opponent, 
but, sadly, the amphibious “right upper- 
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cut” against Vinh was never launched. 

The failure to recognize and exploit this 
amphibious opportunity and to demonstrate 
clear American determination by necessary 
commitment of U.S. ground troops was a 
costly one for the peoples of Southeast Asia, 
for the United States and ultimately for the 
Free World. Although no one can be certain 
that the outcome would have been other¬ 
wise, I believe that the amphibious option at 
Vinh in mid-1972 offered the United States 
a reasonably good chance of avoiding the 
1975 debacle. It’s too late for recrimina¬ 
tions now; Indochina is lost. But lessons can 
still be learned. 

Questions also emerge. If the amphibious 
opportunity at Vinh was apparent to a mere 
captain-tumed-civilian-analyst in Saigon, 
what were the generals and admirals, the 
ambitious staff officers and intelligence 
“experts” in Washington thinking about? I 
have seen no indication that any of them 
ever saw the Vinh opportunity during May 
through June 1972 when NVN was most 
vulnerable. Are our intelligence and oper¬ 
ational bureaucracies any more coordinated 
today, or are they perhaps too immersed in 
planning “Shoestring” covert operations 
and quantifying data “trees” to see the 
“forest” of their enemy’s strategic vulner¬ 
ability? 

Epilogue 

In response to my initial publication, 
several Marines wrote letters in the March 
’83 issue of the Marine Corps Gazette, con¬ 


firming Navy-Marine Corps capabilities 
against Vinh. Lieutenant Colonel Gerald P. 
Averill, USMC (Ret.) wrote that contingen¬ 
cy plans for Task Force 79 on Okinawa in 
the early 1960s called for a landing by mul¬ 
tiple Marine divisions at Vinh, intended to 
link up with elements of the XVIII Airborne 
Corps coming into NVN from the Mu Gia 
Pass. These plans had been approved up to 
Joint Chiefs of Staff level. 

Lieutenant Colonel V.D. Stauch, Jr., 
USMC (Ret.) was a logistics/engineer in¬ 
structor at the Staff Planning School at 
Landing Force Training Command, Pacific 
in 1969. He was one of several Marine and 
Army instructors who developed an am¬ 
phibious operations instructional vehicle, 
“Tiger Claw,” which used photos and ter¬ 
rain features of the Vinh area for planning 
brigade, regimental and battalion landing 
team operations. As early as 1967-68, Vinh 
appeared to be the critical staging area for 
NVA forces and logistics, and the instruc¬ 
tors wondered why Vinh hadn’t been 
assaulted even earlier. 

An amphibious operation at Vinh also 
was the graduation staff problem at the 
USMC Command & Staff College. An ear¬ 
lier problem — an amphibious operation at 
Da Nang — was executed in 1965! 

Major C.D. Melson was assistant opera¬ 
tions officer for 1st Bn, 9th Marines, a part 
of the 9th Marine Amphibious Brigade 
aboard the USS Denver during May 1972, 
when he says there were 5,000 Marines, 50 


helicopters and 16 amphibious ships avail¬ 
able to support Vietnamese Marines. While 
sorting incoming message traffic, he re¬ 
ceived the battalion operations order which 
assigned objectives of a village and ferry 
crossings south of Vinh. His unit, as part of 
a battalion- to regimental-sized force, was 
to land and “seize, occupy and defend” a 
portion of the NVN coast. Maps, aerial 
photos and orders were issued down to com¬ 
pany level, but the plans were never carried 
out. In his opinion, “U.S. Marines were 
ready, willing and able to conduct an 
amphibious operation at Vinh if called upon 
to do so, and such an operation had been 
considered at least at some high headquar¬ 
ters.” 

Lieutenant Colonel Stauch’s conclusion 
is especially poignant. “On reflection, I 
suspect we all know men whose names are 
inscribed on the Vietnam Memorial who, 
knowing the facts and risks, would also 
wonder why we didn’t take Vinh.” ^ 


BURMA 

Continued from page 51 

together with numerous RPG rounds and 
about 20 packs of cheroots. I asked MaJ. 
Johnny if I could go along with them and get 
a little closer look at the action. He gave me 
a dumbfounded look, then suggested that 
tomorrow might be better, when the situa- 
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tion was more settled. 

In the meantime, reinforcements were 
being sent for from Karen bases nearby at 
Mah Pokay and Mae Salit, so I figured what 
the hell, I can wait. There seemed little 
more to do than try to get some sleep. I was 
shown a hooch and bunked down for the 
night. 

Gunfire woke me at 0600 hours, though it 
had resumed before dawn. I found Maj. John¬ 
ny at his usual post and learned that his men 
were still trying unsuccessfully to dislodge the 
Burmese from two small pockets of resis¬ 
tance. Of the original 40 or so defenders they 
estimated that there were now 10 to 12 on their 
right flank and only three or four on the left, 
but these latter were securely dug in behind a 
natural rock formation, making it all but im¬ 
possible to flush them out. 

An estimated 70 Burmese reinforcements 
were already pressing from another front. 
Although the Karen had learned through a 
radio intercept that they had killed the lead¬ 
er, Captain Win Kycing, it was now touch 
and go as to the success of the mission. 

An 82mm Chinese-made recoilless rifle 
was brought into action to try to soften up 
the Burmese while Karen reinforcements 
were marshaled. The heavy guns continued 
their dueling and we continued to take ref¬ 
uge in the trenches, A too-close-for-comfort 
incoming round sent fragments clipping the 
lip of the trench as I bobbed up to get photos 
of the crouching soldiers. An unnecessary 
reminder of the fleeting nature of life. 


A 60mm mortar was also in action as I 
jogged to the command bunker for breakfast, 
this time scoring salt and fish-paste and a dash 
of cooking oil along with my rice. Raw tobac¬ 
co and papers were offered for a smoke. Most 
Karen use a variety of dried leaf to roll their 
cigarettes. What I held appeared to be an 
official typescript paper from brigade HQ, 
complete with stamps. Well, the tobacco 
burned just the same for it. 

By 1030 hours there was no longer any 
barrage, just sporadic fire, indicating an end 
of the operation. As far as I could tell, the 
result of this Karen operation on Duck 
Mountain was far from conclusive. Then I 
was informed that the arrival of numerous 
Burmese reinforcements had made it neces¬ 
sary for the Karen to withdraw from the 
mountain. At this moment I spotted a rather 
dejected-looking Maj. Johnny coming up 
the trench line. 

This wasn’t the time for a postmortem. 
By 1215 hours we were heading back to 7th 
Brigade HQ with one badly wounded 
attacker in the jeep with us. He had suffered 
severe bums from a rifle-launched grenade. 
Later would follow the pile of captured 
weapons and ammo that I saw: one 3-inch 
mortar, an 82mm mortar base-plate, several 
rifles and about 50 assorted rounds of 75mm 
recoilless and 82mm mortar ammo. 

We dropped the wounded man at the 7th 
Brigade hospital and pulled up at HQ just as 
reinforcements from Mah Pokay arrived, 
some 50-odd soldiers ready and equipped 


for action. ‘'The planning is not too good,” 
said one. “Sometimes we win, sometimes 
we lose,” said another. I pondered these 
words for the rest of the day. 

It wasn’t until the following day that I 
was able to get brigade commander Col. Hte 
Maung’s assessment of the op. In contrast to 
others who implied that lack of reinforce¬ 
ments was to blame for the withdrawal, the 
colonel calmly stated, “Our goal was not to 
occupy this position, but to test the enemy 
... his morale, his condition and his 
strength.” 

If that were indeed the case, the operation 
was an expensive probe. Apart from the 
ammo expended, the Karen suffered two 
killed and 11 wounded; the Burmese, 
according to radio intercepts, had the same 
number dead and 21 wounded. 

“Next time,” the colonel continued, 
‘ ‘ we will occupy this position and the rest of 
the hills.” 

I wished the colonel and the men of 7th 
Brigade luck and promised that I’d take up 
the invitation to return again, hopefully on 
the turning tide of success. Transport was 
laid on for me to travel north to a river 
landing from where I hoped to hitch a ride 
up to Karen GHQ at Mamiplaw. 

This drive took several hours and we 
passed more refugee camps on the Thai side 
before stopping at the Karen camp of Mae 
Tha Ree on the Moei River. This enclave. 

Continued on page 96 
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JOHNNY RUTHERFORD: 

Three-time Indy 500 Winner, 

Pilot, Network Commentator, Member of 
the National Rifle Association. 


*i grew up learning how to handle guns bird hunting 
with my dad in Kansas. Now my family 
enjoys hunting, too, what few chances we get. If we had 
more time, I’m sure It would be a family affair. 

“Shooting parallels racing in many ways. 

It’s a very serious sport, a challenge you can’t take lightly. 
You have to put your skills and strength of concen¬ 
tration against it. And of course, safety is number one. 

“IViy son and I joined the NR A not only for the 
literature and programs it offers, but also because we like 
what it stands for. Being an NRA member is important 
for everyone who wants to ensure our freedoms to own, enjoy 
and compete with guns. I just can’t 
fathom it any other way.” 



The NRA*s programs, activities and publications help teach millions 
of outdoor enthusiasts about hunting safety, good sportsmanship and the principles 
of responsible wildlife management. If you would like to join the NRA and want 
more information about our programs and benefits, write J. Warren Cassidy, Acting 
Executive Vice President, P.O. Box 37484, Dept. RU-49, Washington, D.C. 20013. 
Paid for by the members of the National Rifle Association of America. Copyright 1985. 
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(6) 05-371 Steel Ninja Sword.$129PPD 
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like Mae La, is still holding out against the 
persistent Burmese drive to throttle the 
Karen. 

Not so fortunate was Mae Tha Wa, which 
we passed later on. High up on a mountain- 
top, Burmese garrisons now occupy what 
was formerly another Karen outpost. After 
the fall of Mae Tha Wa (the loss of which is 
more of a nuisance than a catastrophe, since 
Karen boat travel on this section of the Moei 
has had to be suspended), the Burmese 
boasted: “Within a few days we will finish 
the Karen!“ That was in 1984. The Karen 
have so far stood firm and are still holding 
their ground. 

Leaving the main road we slugged 
through the jungle for 90 minutes on a track 
passable only in the dry season, to emerge at 
Klaw Tay Lu on the river. Here my escort 
left me with the promise that a boat would 
be along soon. I hoped so. This was no 
village, just an eating stall and lumberyard. 

I was in luck. A longboat pulled up and I 
joined two Karen women on a pleasant 40- 
minute cruise along the jungle-banked 
waterway of the Moei until I was dropped at 
Mamiplaw. Though I wasn’t expected (this 
was my first visit to GHQ), I was nonethe¬ 
less welcomed ashore and ushered to the 
luxurious guest house. 

Strategically located behind an arc of 
mountain range near where the Moei joins 
the Salween River, Mamiplaw is the prin¬ 
cipal bastion of Karen resistance in the fight 
for freedom against the Burmese. This is the 
Pentagon of free Karenland, known here as 
Kawthoolei, and office of General Bo Mya, 
president of the political wing of the KNLA, 
the Karen National Union (KNU). 

General Bo Mya is a veteran soldier, a 
grunt from way back, before “the Nam” 
was invented. During World War II he 
served as a guerrilla with Force 136, the 
British-inspired anti-Japanese insurgents 
responsible for untold havoc behind enemy 
lines. 

After the war and before the indepen¬ 
dence of Burma he served in the Union 
Military Police. As with the other ethnic 
minorities of Burma after independence, the 
Karen bridled under the domination of the 
lowland Burmese, and began their revolu¬ 
tion in January 1949, which Bo Mya joined 
with the rank of company commander in the 
Karen National Defense Organization 
(KNDO). 

Today Bo Mya heads the revamped 
Karen armed forces, which consist of the 
combat troops of the KNLA and the village 
police units of the KNDO — claimed to 
total anywhere between 8,000 and 10,000 
men, although this is probably an inflated 
figure. 

Nevertheless, Bo Mya stands tall and de¬ 
fiant. Munching on betel nut, the Karen 
leader dismissed the severity of the ongoing 
Burmese offensives, observing that if West¬ 
ern countries came to their aid they would 
be able to drive the Burmese back to Ran¬ 
goon. 

“Ne Win has the support of the great 
nations, and that has prolonged his rule over 
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Burma,” said Bo Mya. “If he stood alone 
against us, or if aid was equally given to us 
as well as the Burmese, then Ne Win would 
be defeated.” 

Of course the Karen are not standing 
alone against the Burmese. Together with 
nine other ethnic minorities they have 
formed an umbrella organization called the 
National Democratic Front (NDF), which 
aims to unify their political aspirations as 
well as coordinate their military operations. 

The KNU, however, still rankles at the 
military alliance the NDF signed in March 
1986 with the Communist Party of Burma 
(CPB), citing the communists’ divergent 
political aims and involvement in the nar¬ 
cotics trade as obstacles to partnership. This 
difference of opinion was in part responsi¬ 
ble for Bo Mya’s replacement as NDF chair¬ 
man at the 2nd Congress of the NDF held at 
Mamiplaw in May/June 1987. 

But the struggle goes on. In the comfort¬ 
able guest house with beds and mosquito 
nets and meals laid on by a Rangoon-trained 
chef, it can be hard to visualize the 
hardships of the men in the field unless 
you’ve been there yourself. 

At 1730 hours each day — Burma Stan¬ 
dard Time — a bugler sounds the Last Post 
as the Karen flag is lowered for the day, then 
carried under armed escort in a dignifled 
march to the GHQ offices. 

The Karen revolution is made of both the 
ritual and the substance, a mixture of past 


glories, some of which are anachronistically 
reminiscent of the British colonial rule, and 
present-day hardships. It has been in prog¬ 
ress for nearly 40 years and, while final 
victory isn’t yet just around the comer, 
neither is defeat. 

As I departed for the Thai trading village 
of Mae Sam Lep on the Salween River, the 
Karen flag was flying at the masthead again. 
I waved a salute. My boat was named ‘ ‘Riv¬ 
er of No Retune,” and I prayed that they 
were as wrong with the sentiment as they 
were with the spelling, and we cast off on 
the final leg homeward. ^ 

PRC’S TANK KILLER 

Continued from page 81 
wing nut. 

A spare parts and tool kit is provided with 
each Type 69 launcher. Disassembly proce¬ 
dures at the operator’s level are quite sim¬ 
ple. Using a brass or mbber mallet, tap out 
the pistol grip’s front retaining pin. Swing 
the pistol grip down to the rear to separate it 
from the launcher tube. With the open-end 
wrench on the combo tool, remove the fir¬ 
ing pin cap by turning it countercldckwise, 
then drop out the firing pin, return spring 
and guide. No further disassembly should 
be attempted. A shotgun-type rod with ex¬ 
pandable jag tip, carried in the assistant 


gunner’s bag, should be used to clean and 
lubricate the launcher tube’s smooth bore. 
Clean the hammer mechanism and remove 
all cardboard residue left from the booster. 
Reassemble in the reverse order. 

Countermeasures 

What if someone points an RPG-7V or 
Type 69 in your direction? Israeli armored 
vehicles can purportedly detonate the PG-7 
warhead in flight by electronic means. 
Some have suggested protection by sand¬ 
bags. It’s not likely you’ll be near an Israeli 
AFV when a PG-7 rocket is heading your 
way, and at least six layers of sandbags are 
required to stop the rocket. To date, the only 
practical countermeasure is the use of a 
chain-link fence set up 12 feet from an 
armored vehicle and somewhat further if 
you’re protecting a bunker or building. 

When the PG-7 rocket impacts on the 
chain-link mesh, any one of the following 
will occur. At least 50 percent of the time, 
the wire mesh will short-circuit the piezo¬ 
electric fuze and the warhead will frdl to 
detonate. If the rocket does detonate, the 
gas jet dissipates into the air and you must 
contend with the copper slug only. If the 
rocket manages to penetrate the chain-link, 
the stabilizing fins will be ripped off and the 
warhead will usually veer off on an erratic 
flight path. Finally, the Soviet HEAT 
round’s self-destruct mechanism might be 
triggered and the rocket will flop hamilessly 
about after making a popping sound. Re- 
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Olive Green. Intermedi¬ 
ate Cold Weather down to 
10"F. $7995 

Extreme Cold Weather 

(down filled) to -40"F 

$19995 


Grey Camo 
50/50 NyCo. 

Pants or Shirt 
$29.95 ea. 

Day Desert 
50/50 NyCo. 
Pants or Shirt 
mn-TtSh $27.95 ea. 


WOODLAND 

CAMOUFLAGE 

Available In ( 1 ) 
100% Cotton Rip 
Stop or ( 2 ) 50/50 
NyCo. Pants or 
Shirt $27.95 ea. 

Olive Drab (OD) £ 
Green 100% Cot- f 
ton Rip Stop Pants I 
or Shirt $27.95 ea. ' 


TIGER STRIPE \ \ 

100% Cotton Rip Stop\ 

Pants or Shirt \ > 

$29.95 ea. T /T / 

S.W.A.T. BLACK / / 

Available in (1)100% . // / 

Cotton Rip Stop or 
( 2 ) 50/50 Poly/Cotton 
Pants or Shirt. $29.95 ea. 

AUTHENTIC TREBARK» 

Pants or Shirt $29.95 ea. 

KHAKI 

100% Cotton Rip Stop Pants or Shirt 

Sizes: XS.S.M.L.XL 
(regular and long lengths) 


JANUARY 88 


SOLDIER OF FORTUBTE 97 



WE BUY 
WW II 

GERMAN RELICS 
TOP PRICES! 


ARCLIGHT 

MILITARY EQUIPMENT 
(315) 798-1106 


PHONE ORDERS 
AFTER 4:00 PM 
EST 


BDUs 


Battle Dress Uniforms 
Brand New 
SM, MED, LG, XL 

Woodland.$25.50 Pants 

Black . $25.50 qi* 

Desert.$25.50 ¥arkpt« 

Tigerstripe.$25.50 

Current Issue 

GERBER 
BMF & 

• 8” Blade ^ 

• Jump Sheath 

• Stone 

• Compass 

$110.00 

(BMF) 1 ^ 

• Jump Sheath 



W/Sawteeth 
$98.00 
W/O 
$90.00 


Jackets: 4 Pocket, padded elbows 
Pants: 6 Pocket, padded knees & seat 
ADJ waist tabs, drawstring cuffs 


* Large Alice Pack * 

LC-2 


Current. ' 

issue 



W/Frame, 
Hip Pads + All 
Straps 
$70.00 
Genuine 
Gov’t Issue 


* M-65 Field Jackets * 

• Genuine Gov’t Issue 

• Brand New 

• Woodland 

• O.D. 

• Black 

• Tigerstripe 

$40.00 


ARCLIGHT 

2310 Portal Rd. 
Utica, NY 13501 



ADD $3.90 Postage 


NEW 6 FT. TAKE - DOWN BL0W6UN 

SILENT POWERFUL 

NEW SAFETY I^UTHPIECE ,nquir?eI^WELCOME 

#- - 


SURVIVAL WEAPON 

60-DAY MONEY 
BACK GUARANTEE 


Beaded Darts 
$3.50 per 100 


Plastic 
Broadhead Tips 
$10.00 per 100 
(5 free with gun) 



Don't befooled by 
other's low prices. 
This is the finest 
Blowgun on the market 


You get combined: 
2' Blowgun 
3Vi' Blowgun 
4Vi' Blowgun 
6' Blowgun 


All for $24.98 
plus 125 free darts 
plus carrying tube 


The NEW 4-ln-1 Yaqua 6' Take-Down Blowgun combined. Through 
modern engineering comes the first blowgun of its kind! Super Speed! 
Low Friction! Dart flies out of chamber as never before. Great for hunters, 
backpackers, hikers or any sportsman. Astound friends! Has range up to 
200 ft. Can pierce Vi” wood. NOT A TOY, dart Is spring steel. Clever kit 
lets you adjust dart for large game or small. Kills varmits. Caliber is .40. 
Safety mouthpiece is rubber of patented design. Material Is camouflaged 
aluminum. Comes in Its own carrying tube. Complete with 125 dart kit. 
$24.98 plus $2.00 postage & handling. Buy 3 guns, get 500 darts FREE. 
Order by marl from: (PROHIBITED IN CALIFORNIA) 

IMidwest Sport Distributors, Inc. 

Luci(y St., Box 129F, Fayette, Nlo. 65248 

VISA, M. C., AM. EXP.S C.O.D. 
TOLL FREE 24 HRS.-ORDERS ONLY 
J-800-248-5l28or I-800-227-I8I7 ext. SOI 

Dealers boy 12 units for only M65 plus postaae 


1 Free with each 
Blowgun 
1100 Bead Darts 
& 

25 Cone Heads 


FREE 60-page 
Catalog 
with order 


member, for full effect the shaped-charge 
PG-7 warhead must make hard contact. 
Rounds impacting into soft ground are no 
more effective than the explosion of an alu¬ 
minum beer can. 

Chain-link fence material is not always 
available, cannot be issued with every vehi¬ 
cle and is useless when a vehicle is on the 
move. It is difficult to encircle large build¬ 
ings and bunkers with mesh. Expect to see 
the RPG-7V and Type 69 for many more 
years in many more wars. With its modest 
improvements, PRC’s Type 69 is the pre¬ 
ferred version of an effective, battle- 
proven, man-portable antitank weapon. ^ 


9TH INFANTRY DIV. 

Continued from page 71 

Now, how many HMMWVs can a Black- 
hawk helicopter lift? Answer: one, if you 
strip the vehicle down to the bare minimum. 
And how many HMMWVs are there in a 
light attack squad? Answer: two. Why two? 
Because that’s how many dune buggies a 
Blackhawk helicopter can lift. See, it makes 
perfect sense. 

By the mid-1980s the high technology 
light division had become the 9th Infantry 
Division (Motorized). Basic fighting units 
of the division are the light attack battalions 
and the combined arms battalions, which 
include both assault gun companies and 
motorized infantry companies. The motor¬ 
ized infantry is mounted in—you guessed it 
— the HMMWV. 

The mixture of line companies in the 
combined arms battalions varies. Heavy 
combined arms battalions have two assault 
gun companies and one motorized infantry 
company, while light combined arms battal¬ 
ions have one assault gun company and two 
motorized infantry companies. 

The battalion’s combat support company 
has an anti-armor platoon (you got it — 
HMMWVs and TOWs), a scout platoon 
(HMMWVs and motorcycles) and a heavy 
mortar platoon. Headquarters and head¬ 
quarters company has the usual mainte¬ 
nance, communications, medical and sup¬ 
port platoons. 

The light attack battalion is essentially 
the same as the combined arms battalion, 
except it has light attack companies instead 
of assault guns and motorized infantry. 

The problem that faces both types of bat¬ 
talions, light attack and combined arms, is 
their vulnerability to Soviet tanks and artil¬ 
lery. The HMMWV can move faster than a 
taiik, but only on roads. Cross country, 
tracked vehicles have at least equal mobil¬ 
ity. This means that the motorized units 
carmot count on a mobility advantage over 
their heavier opponents. 

In terms of armor protection, the 
HMMWV has about as much as any other 
pickup truck. Although there are some 
armor kits for these vehicles, they don’t 
amount to much; they certainly won’t stop 
rifle bullets, let alone 125mm main gun 
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“GRUNTS” 



Just think, if they declare wv, 

we can stay until it's over . . . 


1988 Wall Calendar 

12 Full Color Cartoons 

8>/2”x lOW' 

$10 includes shipping and handling. 
Allow 3 weeks for delivery. 

Share the camaraderie and laughter from 
the years past, designed by Viet-vet 
cartoonist Joe Conforti. 

Send check or money order with name, 
address and amount of calendars to: 

“GRUNTS* Calendar 
26 Nickerson Drive 
Stoughton, MA 02072 

“Perfect gift for the vet, long overdue^* 


SUPER AUTOMATICS 

SOLD IN LEGAL* KIT FORM 



2 FOR $26.00 

3 FOR $30.00 

It will be the responsibility of the buyer 
to comply with all laws and regula¬ 
tions, be they federal, state or local, 
governing the sale of any Items illus¬ 
trated, listed or sold. Must be 21 years 
of age to purchase. Wholesale rate 
available for dealer inquiries. 

Add $2.00 shipping and handling for 
each item. Please send check or 
money order. 

ELITE ENTERPRISE CO. 

P.O. BOX 76 

MONTEBELLO, CA 90640 


rounds. 

Another problem is that the TOW cannot 
be fired on the move; the vehicle has to go 
into a covered firing position, launch the 
missile and track the target until the missile 
gets there — which can be as much as 28 
seconds later. In the meantime, the target 
(and all his friends) can shoot back. Troops 
serving with the motorized division esti¬ 
mate that they cannot fire more than two 
rounds from any position before the enemy 
zeros in on them. 

With all these problems, the 9th Infantry 
Division has some strong points. First of all, 
it has good men. Faced with the almost 
impossible task of making such a combina¬ 
tion of equipment work, and with little sup¬ 
port from the rest of the Army, the men of 
the 9th have stressed the basics of soldier¬ 
ing. In the use of camouflage, cover, securi¬ 
ty and other measures, they’re hard to beat. 

They have also taken some tactics that are 
only vague concepts in the rest of the Army 
and hammered them out on the ground. One 
of these is the concept of the Engagement 
Area (EA). In essence, an EA is a large- 
scale ambush. The 9th Infantry Division has 
developed this to a fine art. 

The engagement area, as practiced by the 
9th Infantry Division, is a meticulous pro¬ 
cess. The tentative engagement area is 
selected by a process of thorough terrain 
analysis and application of all available in¬ 
telligence. Motorized units move to “hide” 
positions by infiltration, and the engage¬ 
ment area is reconnoitered. Positions are 
selected for each TOW vehicle, and the 
positions are staked — one stake marking 
the front bumper and one for the center of 
the left front wheel. This ensures that the 
vehicles can rapidly pull into firing position 
in darkness or under cover of smoke and be 
precisely in position, with full coverage of 
the assigned sector of fire. 

Target reference points are selected with¬ 
in the engagement area and made known to 
every gunner. The engagement area is 
checked for dead space and escape routes. 
Aircraft, helicopter gunships and artillery 

— especially cannon-launched guided pro¬ 
jectiles (CLGP) such as Copperheads—are 
included in the planning to supplement and 
enhance effects of the TOWs. 

As the enemy approaches, friendly scouts 

— aided by other intelligence assets, such 
as recon and spotting aircraft — keep him 
under surveillance. As he enters the 
seemingly empty engagement area, motor¬ 
ized units move from hide positions to firing 
positions. But during these two minutes, 
motorized units can expect to kill thet 
weight 

Before the enemy realizes what has hap¬ 
pened, our motorized troops are gone. 

Then the process is repeated. Two or 
more battalions may be “stacked” along 
the enemy’s probable route of advance, and 
they may leap-frog back, alternating en¬ 
gagement areas, until the enemy is de¬ 
stroyed. 

In training, these tactics work well — but 
at a cost. Thin-skinned HMMWVs aren’t 


WANT SOME 
Adult Entertainment 



Wow! A BB Machine Gun shooting 
3000 BB’s per minute! What more enter¬ 
tainment could any adult want? The 
Ml 9 is easy to use too. Just pour in the 
BB’s (magazine capacity - 3000), plug in 
the compressed air or convenient 1 
pound can of Freon 12 (available at auto 
parts stores) and your in business. So get 
your M19-A or M19-AMP (pistol ver¬ 
sion) and get in on some adult entertain¬ 
ment today! 


$39.00 each or 
both for $75.00 

OFFER VOID WHERE PROHIBITED BY LAW. • 
FL RESIDENTS ADD 5% SALES TAX 


SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO: gp.j 

LARC INT., INC. * 736 INDUSTRY RDL • 

LONGWOOD. FL 32750 

(305) 339-6699 SORRY NO C.O.D 

THIS MUST BE SIGNED. 

I AFFIRM THAT I AM 10 YEARS 
OR OLDER. 

SIGNED_ 

SEND ME: □ M19-A □ M19-AMP 

PRINT OR TYPE THE FOLLOWING: 

NAME_ 

STREET_ 

CITY_ 

STATE_ZIP_ 
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IF YOU THINK YOU'VE GOT THE 
RIGHT STUFF t , ' l ^ 

THE UL HM ATE 


GAME 


...ISFOR YOU!! 


Dealer Info. Write: THE ULTIMATE GAME: 
P.O. Box 1856, Ormond BeacK, Florida $2075 
P.S. Call Us At: 904^677-4358 or 904^677-4363 
Call Toll Fred - 1-800-U5A CAME or 1-6DD-6T2-4263 


AIRGUN COMBAT GAME EQUIPMENT 

We Will Not Be Undersold On Paint Pellets 

• Selection Of Marketing Guns • No Franchise or Royalty Fees 

• Washable Marking Pellets (4 Colors) • Bulk Rates 

• C&tnfii'te Game Supplies • Prompt Profsss'mai Service 

• Cash PrafirlLffH' Prices • All Orders Shipped UPS 



—t 


THE ULTISLSri 
BATlt:ET6L:ALD>E 


BLA 


In The Face of Danger 

I 

Open Your Eyes. ! 


New technolo^ can ]lpeaFol4 
traditions. You wouldp’t tak^ a" ' 
musket into combat! Why ca^ 
an old knife? 

TAl^E AT^ACTIGAL 
ADVAN3AGt 

AVAILABLE NOvt THRU YOUR LOCAL DEALER 


- -SPECIFICATIONS: r 

‘)5’'^OVfeRALULENGtH i 
f SPKIaLLy ‘tilNDlD' 
CARBOMSTEElilLAd^^ 
SKAKE-'SKIN-IEKTURBIL- 
. ’PQLYMERHAi:IDLES''*„ 

KOGGED^tACK^^ 
.LEATHER SHEATH-*--^ 

-v-. lifetime--- 

WARRANTY• 

■■'T'—\.. 


FOR INF<\rMATION toNTACT: \ 

^BtACKJUlT 

ru rs" 

^21620 LASSEN STREET 
•-p —.. -DEFTr-F — \- 

;CHATSWOR,TH, CALIF.'^91311 
|818) j7 18-7010 



Careers in Secret Operations 

Finding employment with CIA, FBI, DEA, the 
Secret Service, National Security Agency, and 
all services involved in clandestine operations. 

A “must” book, says ex-CIA Director 
Richard Helms. 

By David Atlee Phillips, a 25-year CIA veteran and 
founder of the Association of Former Intelligence 
Officers. Job descriptions and application tips and 
more. Phillips knows his stuff and tells you how 
to become a secret operative. Chapters on 
undercover operations, hazards of the trade, 
agent handling, opportunities for those without 
college degrees, and the agent's jargon. In spy lingo, this 
book shows you how to “put in the plumbing” for an exciting and 
rewarding intelligence career. 


$8.95 prepaid: STONE TRAIL PRESS, Box 34320, Dept. SF, Bethesda, MD 20817 


combat vehicles, and casualties are high 
even when everything works perfectly. In 
actual combat, they would undoubtedly be 
just as high. The 9th Infantry Division has 
proved that their ideas and tactics are sound 
— but the equipment they have isn’t really 
up to the job. They deserve something better 
than cast-offs and compromises. 

We do need a force with the portability of 
light forces and the punch of heavy forces, 
but we can’t change the realities of battle. If 
we intend to send the 9th Infantry Division 
into combat, it should go with equipment 
that can do the job and survive. We need a 
real wheeled armored personnel carrier and 
a real tracked assault gun — one with an 
honest-to-God gun — and it’s time the 
Army stopped going around in circles and 
produced them. With equipment like that, 
the boys in the 9th Infantry Division would 
be real winners. ^ 


SALVO MGs 

Continued from page 55 

I had never fired one with the heavy 
mount and could not believe how accurate it 
was. At 25 yards I put 50 rounds in a 1-inch 
hole. Soon everyone wanted to fire it. 

It didn’t take us long to go through five 
cans of ammo (with no malfunctions, I 
might add). I put my hand on the jacket and 
found it warm, but not hot. I unscrewed the 
front plug and tipped the gun up to drain out 
the water. It was as warm as a good cup of 
coffee. 

Back in our room we stripped it and gave 
it a good bath. I’d fallen in love. 

We set the Browning up in our living 
room and it soon became quite a conversa¬ 
tion piece. Next day I returned to the armory 
and picked up five more cans of ammo. I 
asked Col. Kimball if it would be OK to 
keep the Browning. If the base were ever 
attacked it would come in handy. He said he 
didn’t care since I already had the MG 
checked out of the armory. 

That evening Col. Kimball suggested us¬ 
ing the Browning for base defense. We 
kicked the thought around for awhile and 
realized it wouldn’t be a bad idea to employ 
the Madsens as well. There was plenty of 
ammo and, instead of letting them sit and 
age, we might as well put them to good use. 

The next day we talked to the base com¬ 
mander, Colonel Casanova, about our idea, 
and he liked it. 

He didn’t know there was so much ammo 
available for these weapons or that they 
even worked. He asked me if I would set up 
a training program. I told him I’d be happy 
to do just that. 

After we left his office we went to the 
armory and picked up the remaining Brown¬ 
ings as well as 25 Madsens. Our house soon 
became wall-to-wall MGs. I’d never taken a 
Madsen apart before and neither had anyone 
else. Luckily it’s fairly easy to do. 

With the help of a half-dozen troops we 
got the guns cleaned and in working order in 
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no time. Next day we went to the range to 
test fire them. The Madsen is a select-fire 
weapon, and in full auto fires approximately 
500 rounds per minute. It’s very similar to 
shooting a Browning Automatic Rifle. 

To my surprise we had very few prob¬ 
lems. When we had a malfunction we culled 
parts from broken weapons to repair others. 
In all we ended up with 20 fully functional 
MGs. 

After a week of training, the Madsens 
went to war. The Brownings stayed at Santa 
Ana and replaced the M60s for base de¬ 
fense. 

If guns could talk I wonder what story the 
M1917A1 would tell. How’d it wind up in a 
box in a remote armory in El Salvador? Had 
it seen action in the Ardennes? Or had it sat 
unused in this armory for over 40 years 
waiting for its day? I suppose we’ll never 
know. 

But one thing is certain. If the Gs ever 
attack the Courtel at Santa Ana, they’ll hear 
the voice of Mr. Browning’s masterpiece 
defending liberty yet one more time. ^ 

COMBAT 

WEAPONCRAFT 

Continued from page 28 

necessary. The quickest way to do this 
is, after placing the wound bandage 
over the wound, to secure the plastic 
wrapper that the bandage came in 
over the bandage and tape it around 
the edges to form an airtight seal. With¬ 
out this seal, the lung can’t function 
properly. 

Drips/Drugs/Documentation — 
Start an intravenous (IV, or “drip”) 
flow, then treat for pain and document 
your procedures. Once the heart and 
lungs are working and the major holes 
have been plugged up, preventing 
shock is your main concern. The IV 
replaces lost body fluids, while the 
painkiller, usually morphine (except in 
the case of head or sucking chest 
wounds), relieves suffering and pro¬ 
duces a feeling of well-being in the 
injured person. Be sure to inject the 
painkiller into a large muscle, prefer¬ 
ably the buttock. After this, write down 
the time of the injection and, if possi¬ 
ble, the patient’s blood type on a piece 
of tape placed on the forehead. With 
such vital information readily visible, 
treatment by successive medical per¬ 
sonnel is more controlled. If nothing 
else, it prevents an accidental drug 
overdose of painkillers, as the time of 
the last injection is clearly marked. 

Evacuation—Transport the injured 
person out of the combat zone, hopefully 
to a medical fadlity. The most important 
consideration here is to avoid making the 
injury worse. Try to keep the injured area 
elevated and as immobile as possible 
while watching for excessive bleeding. 







STANDARD 


Standard* Vest has double mag pistol pouches 9mm/45 • Cuff Case 
• Radio Pouch • Techna Knife Pouch • Pistol Pouch • Rifle Magazine Pouches 
(223, 308, 9mm and Shotgun) (Please Specify Weaspon) • Double Canteen Carriers • 
Quick Release Drop Pak for Repelling Gear (Add $25.00 for left hand or extra large vest) 

BY-MAC International 

P.O. Box 10339 Dept. S.O.F. 

Ft. Worth, Texas 76114 
(817) 441-8930 


M.C., Visa, C.O.D., M.O., 
Personal Check, Purchase 
Order. Texas Residents 
Add 7.250/0 Sales Tax. 


PROUDLY 

MADE 

IN 

U.S.A. 



Any assailant with Ipaim sizef 
instant protection Iwith 
teiescoping steei 1| incudes 
coils. Mi pocket 

Original patent made in West Mh f 

Germany. Gun blued. Flexible 
steel coils extend instantly ^ 

with a flick of the wrist. nTjf / 

SPECIFICATIONS: \\| 

BLITZ: SVs" closed. IS'A" ttl ^.4 
open, SVa oz. k m 

SlPO: 6” closed, 16" > 4# \ 

open. 10 oz. f ' 

30 DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE T Jk 


BIJTZ:«10’® 


PLUS 2.00 


"in95 SHIPPING 

SlPO: $iy PLUS 2.00 SHIPPING^^ 
TO ORDER: Send check or money order to -I 



INCO 


Deafer and volume buyer 
tnquines invited 


inuu L( 818 ) 842-4094. 

P.O. Box 3111 DepL SOF B(1) 
Burbank, CA 91504 



AT LAST., AR-15 OWNERS. 


IXIVATOB 


youn A"'’® 

• Does not interfere with 
existing trigger 

• No alterations to your 
weapon 

• Available soon for most 
assault rifles 

INTRODUCTORY OFFER 

ONLYO^^ OC 


• BATF Approved 

• Replaces your trigger 
guard 

• Mounts in seconds 

• No cumbersome hand 
cranks 

RETAIL PRICE 


HAVE FUN LEGALLY...ORDER YOURS NOW!! 

FOR PROMPT DELIVERY: Send Cash. Cashier's Check or Money Order 

Call 313-774-2410 for M.C. and Visa orders only 
Please send me CH TRI-BURST Trigger Activators at 
$34.95 ea. Colorado Residents add 3%. Total_ 


Name 


Address 
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UNIVERSAL MILITARY OUTFinERS 

BIGGER AND BETTER THAN EVER 

SUPER SAVINGS 

* FREE SHIPPING ANYWHERE IN THE CONTINENTAL U.S. ★ 

★ FREE SHOULDER BAG WITH EVERY ORDER OVER $75.00 ★ 


G.l. MA-1 FLIGHT JACKET 

$ 45.00 

G.L M-65 FIELD JACKET 

$ 52.00 

OD.CAMO,BLUE,BLACK XS-XL 


OD,CAMO,BLACK XS-XL 


G.l. A-2 DECK JACKET OD 

45.00 

G.L LINER FOR M-65 

15.75 

S-XL 


XS-XL 


G.l. N2B FLIGHT PARKA 

85.00 

G.l. N3B FLIGHT PARKA 

120.00 

SUB-ZERO S-XL 


SUB-ZERO XS-XL 


U.S. FLIGHT VEST (LIKE MA-1 W/0 SLEEVES) 
OD.BLUE.CAMO,BLACK XS-XL 

36.00 

G.l. BLACK COMMANDO SWEATER 

40.00 


STATE CHEST SIZE 


G.l. PONCHO LINER. CAMO 

22.00 

G.l. SLEEPING BAG 

85.00 

T-SHIRT S/S CAMO 

2/10,00 

G.l. JUNGLE HAT - OD & CAMO 

10.00 

S-XL 


6^/8 - 7% 


G.l. WOODLAND BDU SHIRT 

25.00 

G-I.OD RIPSTOP SHIRT 

25.00 

XS-XL STATE LENGTH 


XS-XL REG LENGTH ONLY 


G.l. WOODLAND BDU PANTS 

25.00 

G.l. OD RIPSTOP PANTS 

25.00 

XS-XL STATE LENGTH 


XS-XL REG LENGTH ONLY 


WOODLAND SET (SHIRT & PANTS) 

45.00 

OD RIPSTOP SET (SHIRT & PANTS) 

47.00 

G.l. JUNIORS SIZES 4-16 


CAMO TUBE SOX 

3/10.00 



1 SIZE FITS ALL 


CAMO 6 POC PANTS w/drawstring 

15.00 

D3A GLOVE w/inserl 

14.50 

CAMO 4 POC SHIRT 

15.00 

S-M-L 


T-SHIRT 

2/9.00 

G.l. PLASTIC CANTEEN w/cover 

5.00 



CANTEEN — OD or BLACK 


BOMBER JACKET 

20.00 

COVER - OD.BLACK or CAMO 


M-65 STYLE JACKET 

35.00 

VISA & MC ACCEPTED 




min. order $10.00 


ADJUSTABLE HAT 

5.00 



FOR A COMPLETE CATALOG 




WRITE: U.M.O. 


FOR ORDERS - CALL: 1-800-521-2124 

6221 6th AVE 


IN N.Y. 718 439-6161 

BROOKLYN, N.Y. 11220 





O' V - 


3 ' 




Build This Entry Weapon 


from your Rem. 870, 
Moss. 500, or Win.1 200 




A - THE LITE—SITE target Illumination & sighting system incorporates a highly modified 


Mag - Lite, a velcro mounted tape switch, and a quick on/off base & mount.$99.95 

B • This Cruiser Shroud is all steei. All hardware included.19.95 

C > 7 or 8 shot Magazine Extension with long spring.25.00 

D ’ Pistol Grip Forend for greater speed and controle . 28.00 

E - Pistol Grip (yes the gun is still legal with 18" barrel). .15.95 


Send $2.00 for complete catalog to: L.L. Baston Co., P.O. Box 1995, El Dorado, AR 71730 



Phone <303) 449-3750 


SELOUS 

SCOUTS 


Top Secret War by Lt. Col. Ron Reid Daly. 
This book describes the role of this famous 
unit in Rhodesia’s war against terrorism. 
432 pages with over 40 pages of color and 
b&w photos and drawings. Hardcover. Item 
#8001 $30.00 plus $1.75 p&h. 

Send orders to: SOF EXCHANGE 
P.O. Box 687 
Boulder, Colorado 80306 

Phone orders for VISA or MASTERCARD only (303) 449-3750 


Selous Scouts 

Top Secret War 



Lt.Coi. Ron Reid Daly 

as told to Stiff 


This might sound like a lot to ask in the 
chaos of combat, but many injuries are 
aggravated unnecessarily during trans¬ 
portation. 

Follow-up — Take the effort to 
check on your injured buddy’s condi¬ 
tion after he’s been under professional 
medical care. This includes hospital 
visits to boost his morale as well as 
talking to the doctors who treated him 
to see whether your first-aid proce¬ 
dures were correctly administered and 
whether you could have done some¬ 
thing more. This kind of dialogue helps 
to sharpen your first-aid skills and re¬ 
minds you of just how important com¬ 
petent first aid is on the battlefield. 

In combat there are surely going to 
be casualties. Some of the severely 
wounded will inevitably die as a result 
of their wounds. However, no one 
should die needlessly as a result of 
poor first aid. A working knowledge of 
the A-B-C-D-E-F system will mean 
that you or your buddies will have bet¬ 
ter than a fighting chance of survival if 
they ever get injured. ^ 


FLAK 

Continued from page 6 

featured various speakers against our 
involvement in Central America. I 
tried to organize a group to protest 
them, but only a couple others 
responded. 

Still, our few signs on the sidewalk 
generated so many horn honks and 
positive reactions from passersby 
that we pissed off the rally’s 
organizer to the point that he 
threatened us with violence if we 
didn’t move. I notified the police of 
the situation and continued the 
protest. Later I managed to get 
interviewed by the local TV station 
and told the pro-contra side of the 
story. 

We stole their thunder and got 
our side of the story out — all with 
only a few people. It can be done! 
And goddamn I was proud. 

Dale R. Smither 
Marina, California 


LETTERS 

Your input has made FLAK one 
of SOF’s most popular columns. 
We want to know what you think 
— about SOF or any other 
subject you consider worth our 
readers’ attention. If you’d like to 
see your letter In print the way 
you wrote it, keep it brief and to 
the point. Send letters to FLAK, 
do SOF, P.O. Box 693, Boulder, 
CO 80306. ^ 
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$11.95 

SECRETS OF MODERN 
KNIFE FIGHTING 

by David Steele 

8Vi"x1i;’ 149 pages, 180 photos. Knife Fighting history, 
techniques, and strategy to insure the personal survival of 
Law Enforcement, Military, and Civilian who must: “GD IN 
HARMS WAY,” 


HOW TO GET ANYTHING ON ANYBODY 

State of the art investigative/surveillance techniques from the 
worlds best intelligence organizations. "Possibly the most 
dangerous book ever published;" NBC News states ... S33.Q0 

$22.95 

THE 

ANARCHIST 
COOKBOOK 

by William Powell 

The original, once restricted, now available. 


$11.95 

MERCENARY’S 
MANUAL 
VO. II 

written by Terry Edwards 
edited by Robert K. Brown 

This technical book is the condensation of manuals, books, 
interviews, ARTICLES, and personal experience dealing with 
every aspect of the profession and is intended to broaden the 
knowledge and contribute to the survival of soldiers and meres. 
Paperback, 324 pgs., 3D0 photos & drawings. 


SURVIVAL BOOKS 





11106 MAGNOUA BLVO., N. HOLLYWOOD. CA 91601 • AHN. MARY 
(618) 763 0804 OPEN 7 DAYS 

Prices suDjeci to change • Catalog S? 00 • Orders paid wilh money order 
or credti card sent mmediaiety personal check orders held ^ weeks 




Retail • Wholesale • Mail Order • Export 

COMMAND Pa.ST,lMC. 

P.O. Box 1500 - Crestview, FL 32536 
904-682-2492 

Send $3.00 for Catalog 


PAINT BALL GUNS 


^'Nations Largest Selection” 

Pistols • Machine Guns • Rifles 


Ammo • Accessories 


EVERYTHING for Paintball Games! 

Play the game or start your own. 

AIR-SOFT GUNS 

Mild to Wild - Largest Selection 



NEW VIDEO RELEASB 


ANTI-TERRORISM: 

WEAPONS & TACTICS 

Authentic training vl(deo shows how a split 
second can save your life! Join Peter Eliot 
and his special counter-terrorist squad for a 
behind the scenes look at exciting terrorist 
scenarios. Watch Eliot, one of the world’s top 
experts, demonstrate how quick wit and a ready 
weapon pay off — in keeping you alive! See 
action-packed hostage releases using live 
ammunition, plastic explosives, .stun grenades 
and daring room-entry tactics. Fitmed on 
location at Delta Firearms, Ltd, U.K. 

IffTRODUCTORY PRICE 
Includes 10-Day FREE Trial 
Money-Back Guarantee 

Choose VHS or BETA. Add $3.00 Postage. 

Add 6% Sales Tax in CA. 

Mail Check, Money Order or Card No. & Exp. Date to: 
New & Unique Videos 2336-1 Sumac Drive 
San Diego, CA 92105 

In a hurry, call 

— 1-619-282-6126 M 



NIGHT VISION 

AN/PVS-4 Starlight 

CURRENT MILITARY ISSUE 
— STATE OF THE ART 
FINEST UNIT AVAILABLE TODAY 



$4500.00 (+ $15.00 UPS) New w/Factory New 
Image Intensifier (1 year wty.) 

FEATURES: 

*25mm Second Generation intensifier ‘Muzzle 
flash protection ‘ABC and Manual gain control 
‘Adjustable illuminated reticle with .223 or .308 
ballistics ‘Camera or video adaptor optional. 

SHIPPED COMPLETE WITH: 

‘Night Scope and manual ‘Daylight filter ‘Ml 6 
mount ‘Lens cleaning kit ‘Carrying case 
‘Batteries (Replacements readily available) 
COMPLETE LINE OF individual and 
crewserved weaponsights. Night Vision 
goggles and viewers, Extensive Parts inventory 
for Both First and Second Generation Systems, 
plus reconditioning and general repair. 

We use genuine rail-spec Arms mounting systems. 
Night Vision Equipment Specialists 
Send $4.00 for our illustrated catalog 

EXCALIBUR ENTERPRISES 

P.O. Box 266, Emmaus, PA 18049 
(215) 791-5710 




m 






JANUARY 

WINTER SPECIALS! 


SWEATSHIRTS 

CIA • KGB (Bloody Shield) • AIR AMERICA 
White. 50/50 cotton blend, heavy duty, long-sleeved 
sweatshirts. 18.50,„„ a|| 3 for 51. 

T-SHIRTS 

CIA • KGB •AIR AMERICA • MAC-V-SOG 
50/50, white ringed t*shirts, silk screened to never 
fade or never wash out. 

8?®a(h —or— All 4 for 39P*^ 


MUGS 

CIA, AIR AMERICA, OR 
MAC-V-SOG, 18 oz. white| 
ceramic mugs. Q95 

^ ■ r*< H 


STEINS 

KGB OR CIA, white 
[ceramic giant 2 J o/. steins 


12.5 


50 


Ml H 


DELUXE MESH CAPS 

CIA • AIR AMERICA • MAC-V-SOG 

_or_ All 3 fori 9 
CLOAK & DAGGER PUBLICATIONS 

Bi.S 2.Sth SfrecM - Ogdon. Utah 84401 - TeU-phuni' <)rdi*r>. 
'\itT<*pled J4-I lours Daily - Orders H.iid v\Uh \TS.A M.jsutC ar<1 
Checks - Money Ofd(‘rs - C(7D Add SJ.IO Shipping I j,tndlinf> 
24-HOUR ORDER HOTLINE - (HOI) 399-1202 


LEGIONNAIRES 
SURVIVAL 
BOOT KNIFE 

ONLY 
SI 295 

Add $1.05 Hndi. 



Model 
K.99A 

Double edge 440 stainless steel blade. 
Full tang one piece construction. Leath¬ 
er sheath wHh quick release snap and 
metal boot/belt clip. Money Back 
Guaranteed If Not Fully Satisfied!! 

WESTBURY SALES CO. Dept. BK-1-SF 

373 Maple Avenue, Westbury, New York 11590 


1988 GOVERNMENT 
SURPLUS DIRECTORY 


FF£E BINOCULARS 


coupon Icr 



IMane^Eiscilc Guarantee 

JEEPS, CARS as low as *30. BOATS. HELIC0FTER.S. 
TYPEWRITERS, TRUCKS. You can still buy 5,000,000 items 
from the U.S. Government. This manual shows you how to find 
these bargains In your area at TREMENDOUS SAVINGS Some 
actual prices CARS $30. PICKUPS $40. SHIRTS 22C 
Buy for as little as 1C on the dollar. 

THIS NEW 1988 up-to-date directory includes a Bidders 
List Apolication and listing of Defense Sales Offices. Our 
BIGGEST MOST COMPREHENSIVE DIRECTORY Onlv S5.00 
FREE BINOCULARS Coupon SURPLUS, DEPT. 8-260 

; _BpjLgq048 ^JVASHII^ D£ 20066 I 
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SUCCESSORS 

TO 

NUMRICH 

ARMS PARTS 
DIVISION 


BRAND NEW CATALOG• BRAND NEW CATALOG 


THE GUN PARTS CORPORATION 

BOX SOF-1, WEST HURLEY, NEW YORK 12491 


BULLETPROOF 

VEST 


Will stop the .357 Magnum, 9mm and 00 
Buck. Meets and exceeds “Threat Level 
II‘A” tested in accordance with the NILECJ- 
STD-0101.01. Weighs 23/4 lbs. Fits easily 
under T-shirt. 


ACCURATE 

100% MADE IN U.S.A. 

RELIABLE 


Call or write for free brochure. 
Feather Industries, Inc. 

2300 Central Ave., #K, Dept. SOF 

Boulder, CO 80301 

(303) 442-7021 _ 


T-SHIRT - High quality, blue ringed shirt carries 
the official four color crest of the CIA 
S-M-L-XL $9.00 

POLO SHIRT - This high quality white polo car¬ 
ries the official four color 316” crest of the CIA 
S-M-L-XL $15.00 

SWEAT SHIRT - .Highest quality white sweat 
shirt with the four color CIA 316" crest Imprinted 
on it S-M-L-XL $19.00 

HATS - High quality cloth/mesh available in 
black, blue/white, camo with CIA crest $8.00 
SPECIAL - Save $6.00! All Four Items $45.00 

CONSOLIDATED MARKETING 
P.O.Box 65127 Shreveport, LA 71146 

Satisfaction Guaranteed or Money Back 
DEALERS PLEASE INQUIRE 


Front & Back Protector-$150.00 ppd. 

Detachable Side Panels.$27.50 ppd. 

Officially tested by the U.S. Government 
Edgewood Arsenal at the Aberdeen Prov¬ 
ing Grounds under the U.S. Department 
of Justice Standards. State height, chest 
and waist measurements. 


As Successors to NUMRICH PARTS DIVISION, 
we are now the World’s Largest Supplier of Gun 
...V Parts! We will con- 

tlnue'in NUMRICH 
1 I (II I P a Tradition In offering 

the New Updated 
Edition Catalog — 
lists and prices of 
the 250 Million MachineGun, 
Military, Commercial, Antique, Gun Parts we stock. 

SURFACE FOREIGN-$8.95 it e $/l 95 
AIRMAILWRITE FOR QUOTE 


EDITION 

CATALOG 


MATTHEWS POLICE SUPPLY CO 

(a division of David Matthews, Inc.) 

P.O. Box 1754' 

Matthews, N.C. 28105 


PREDATOR 

LASER TARGET DESIGN A TOR 


Soldier Of Fortune 
Subscriber Service 

P.O. Box 348 
Mt. Morris, IL 61054 

D Change of Address: Please 
allow six Weeks. Attach label 
with your old address and write 
your new address below. 

n New Subscriber: nil in your 
name and address below. Use 
separate sheet for gift orders. 

G Renewal: Attach label. 

□ One year $26.00 


NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS: 

From time to time, we make our list of 
customers’ names and addresses 
available to carefully screened com¬ 
panies to send announcements of their 
products or services. 

If you prefer not to receive such mail¬ 
ings, and want your name on our sub- 
scribfer list only, please write us, en¬ 
closing your mailing label. 

Please address your request to: 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 
P.O. Box 348 
Mt. Morris, IL 61054 
Attn: Customer Service 


THE PROFESSIONALS CHOICE 


★6.4 oz. ★Dependable 
★9 + in. Long ★500 Meter+Range 
★Situation Tested Hot-Cold- 
Humid-Sea ★ Military ★Home 
Security ★Government Agencies 
★ Police ★Private Sector Security 

★ Professional Adventurers 

★ Plain or “State of the Art” 
Shootin - Its PREDATOR! 

Call or write today for mformation 
on the latest - lightest - most powerful 
laser aiming device on the market today! 


PLACE LABEL HERE 


YOU CAN BE AN EXPERT 
GUNSMITH IN LESS THAN 
SIX MONTHS 

START NOW ANb EARN YOUR OlPLOMA 
AT HOME IN YOUR SPARE TIME. \ ? 

OUR FAMOUS STAFF OF EXPERTS WILL TEACH YOU: ' ' 

• BASiC/MASTER GUN REPAIR • CUSTOMIZING • CHOKES 

• ACCURIZING • BLUEING • SPORTERIZING • SCOPES 

• BALLISTICS SECRETS • HOW TO BUY WHOLESALE 

• RELOADING FOR PISTOL AND RIFLE • SHOTGUNS 

• HOW TO GET YOUR FEDERAL FIREARMS LICENSE 

PLUS MUCH MORE! 

PROVEN METHODS-CHARTS-EXPLODED VIEWS 
ACCREDITED & APPROVED BY STATE S NATIONAL 
AGENCIES & BY THE V.A. FOR Gl BENEFITS 
OVER 40,000 STUDENTS SINCE 1946 

_S0ndiorJREiiacjLorJCalLM2J?OJ34L _ _ 

^ Rease RUSH FREE facts on how I can become a 

^ professional gunsmith the QUICK easy home study 
way. No Obligation. No salesman will call 
1 name __ ace - 


Street 


PREDATOR 


City/state /Zip 


^API MARKETING, INC. 

1600 Monrovia Ave., Newport Beach, CA 92663 

(714) 722-9087 

Or call for your local dealer. 


Area Code Telephone Number 

n Payment Enclosed 

Por other subscription questions or prob¬ 
lems or Tor rules outside the U.S. and 
Canada, please write a note and send 
entire form to the address above. 


ADDRESS 


CITY _ STATE _ ZIP 

MODERN GUN REPAIR SCHOOL, dept GCK18 
2538 N. 8TH ST., • Box 5338 • PHOENIX AZ 85010 
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THE HOUND DOG 


Sniffs Out Hidden Transmitters 

Throughtout the world today, corporations, professional 
men. and businessmen are spending millions annually to in¬ 
sure privacy in their offices and homes where importanf plans 
and policy making decisions are discussed and formulated. 
The ’’HOUND ODG” is a wise investment for anyone who has 
reason to believe that an eavesdropping device is now hidden, 
or may be hidden in the future, in either home or office. No 
radio transmifter, no matter how well it may have been hid¬ 
den. can escape detection by the ’’HOUND DOG" 

The "HOUND DOG" is an advanced electronic instrument 
designed for the sole purpose of locating hidden transmitters. 
An average size office or room can be thoroughly searched in 
only a matter of minutes. The "HOUND DOG" sniffs out any 
transmitters hidden in pictures, walls, desks, chairs, etc., 
regardless of their operating frequency. 

The ‘HOUND DOG" is simple to use. Single knob adjust¬ 
ment calibrates the meter and any transmitter signal received 
is indicated by the meter movement. By simply sweeping the 
probe past wails, chairs, pictures, desks, etc. the presence 
of any transmitter will cause a nse in the meter reading. The 
meter reading will continue to rise as the probe approaches 
the transmitter 

We believe you will find the "HOUND DOG" outperforms 
most other units selling for several times the price. This item 
has been built since 1962 Each one is backed by a S-year 
warranty by us 

Meter Calibrate 


Probe 

fg inches 


StZE 1.6x2.4x8.2INCHES $195.00 

USES A COMMON RADIO BATTERY 

Super Powerful 
FM TRANSMITTER 

Many times more powerful than other transmiters. 
Transmits up to Hi mile to any FM radio -Easy to 
Assemble KX - up to 9V battery (not Ind.) 

$19.95 

Call 305.725.1000 or land $195.00 + $5.00 shipping 
for Hound Dog and $19.95 and $1.00 shipping for 
FM Transmitter to USI Corp. PO Box SF-20S2, 
Meibourna.FL 32902 COD'sOK. For a catalog of 
transmitters, voice scramblers & other specialty items 
enclose $2.00 to USI Corp. 



MEN, WOMEN, BOYS, GIRLS 
CURRENT GENUINE MILITARY GOV’T 
ISSUE M-65 FIELD COAT 

Woodland Camouflage and Olive Green 



The latest U.S. Army Field Jacket made of 50% nylon 
and 50° 0 cotton with water repeliency. Features a zip-in 
hood, heavy duty front zipper and snaps. Drawcord on 
the hood. waisL and bottom of jacket Four 14) large out¬ 
side pockets with snaps. Great for skiing, bicycling, 
hunting, hiking, work or leisure. 

Men-Wbmen Only Boys-Girls Only 
$39.50 $35.95 

SIZES: Men-Women—X-SmI. SmI. Med. Lga X-Lge 
COLORS: Men-Women—Woodland CamouTlaga dlive 
Green, Swat Black. Jungle Tiger Stripe 
SIZES: Boys Giris-SmI (4-6], Med (8-10|.Lge (12-14). 
X-Lge IIG-IB) 

COLOte: Boys-Girfs—Woodland Camouflage 
M-G5 Button In Lining SI 5.50 plus S3.00 shipping & handling 
Send for Pro-Forma Invoice on Foreign Orders 
Mastercard and Visa accepted. Aud 6%. 

State size and color and mail $39.50 or $35.95 plus 
S4.0D per jackel for shipping and handling lo; 

ALPINE MILITARY SALES 

P.O. Box 18380 • Knoxville, TN 37928-2380 
TELEPHONE NO: 615-922-7667 

Satisfaction Guaranteed or Your Money Back 




POLICE OFFICERS WANTED 

LOCAL • COUNTY • STATE 

POLICE CAREER INFORMATION DIGEST 

keeps you informed on current job opportunities. 

Each 46 page bi-monthly issue contains 
Salary/Benefits ★ Qualifications 

Selection Process ★ Closing Dates 

Also: Feature Article • Intelligence Report 
Seminars • Newsbrief Patrol 

Start your subscription today! 

ANNUAL RATES: 

□ 6 PCID issues 

+ 6 EXPRESS Newsletters.$25.00 

□ 6 issues PCID.$16.95 ' 

□ Single issue.$ 6.00 

□ More publication information 

PCID. Dept. B. • Box 1672 

Eaton Park. FL 33840 

Allow 6 weeks for delivery of first issue. 


WHITESIDE SAFE SALES CO. 


FORT KNOX™ DISTRIBUTOR 



"NOW I LEAVE 

SO CAN YOU.” GENERAL CHUCK YEAGER 
Security & Privacy 

• LIFETIME WARRANTY 

• RevolutiorKuy, 
patented bank-type 
rack and pinion 
geared locking system 
with trf^ relock 

• Rugged, burglar proof 
conceoled Nnges 

•No wear points 

• UL-lisfed fire^xoofing 

• High luster automotive 
quolity finishes 

• Your chCBce of 6 
decorator interiors 
Free Brochure 
Guoronleed lowest Prices 

CALL TOLL Fr?E£ 800*433*7024 IN calif 805-322*1780 ColtBCt 

4909 Stockdole Hwy., Suite 244, t Bokersfteld. CA 93309 



TIMBERSHEPHERD^'* 

As featured in SWAT Magazine, Nov. ’83, 
Survival Guide Magazine, Aug. ’84, 
American Survival Guide Magazine, Feb. ’87. 


^THE ULTIMATE K'9^^ 

• HOME & FAMILY PROTECTION 

• POLICE PATROL 

• SCOUTING & TRACKING 

• EXPLOSIVE DETECTION 

All trainers Dept, of Defense Certified. 
Pups & professionai training avaiiabie. 

FULL HEALTH, TEMPERAMENT, & 
HiP GUARANTEES 

SHlPPiNG AVAiLABLE WORLDWIDE 
'Bred solely by'\.. 

LRRP SECURITY SERVICES, INC. 

Box 1620 M-1C, Aiken. 8.C. 29801 (803) 649-5936 (24'hour) 

- SEND $3.00 U.S. FUNDS FOR BROCHURE - 



Ultra Adventure 
Wholesale Surplus Outlet 



B.D.U.S 


Genuine shirts or pants 
All sizes & colors 


Woodland, Desert, O.D. White $22.00 
Tiger-stripe, BIk, Grey Camo $24.00 

MA-1 Right Jackets $36.00 

Genuine G.l. Flak Jackets (Vietnam) $59.00 
Plus Much More, etc. Boots, Knives. Price 
lists $1.00 (U.S.) refundable. Price lists free 
with order. Send check or money order with 
description, size & color, plus $4.00 
shipping & handling, or call 912-923-1342. 
Hours: 12 p.m. - 6 p.m. Eastern time. 


Ultra Adventure 
403 N. Commercial Circle 
Warner Robins, GA 31093 


JIMMY LILE 



“The 
Arkansas 
Knifesmith 


‘*Imitated > 

but ^ 
unequaled" 


Designer & Maker 
of the survival 
knives for the 
movies, “First Blood' 
& “Rambo" 


Rl 6 Box 27 Russellville, AR 72801 (501)968-2011 


Be a DETECTfVE 


AND EARN YOUR BADGE 


aI^.S'est 


LICENSE 
INFORMATION 
ALL STATES 



• AUOIO/VISUAL 
PROGRAMS 


• ELECTRONIC EQUIP. 


NO EXPERIENCE OR COLLEGE REQUIRED 


Men - Women • Learn from the experts. Train at home for an 
exciting part or full time career as a private detective or 
security consultant. Start your own business or work for 
others. Step-by-step you will learn how to conduct any 
investigation, how and where to find that first job. and 
much more. Credentials and employment assistance. 
The BEST training avaiiabie al the BEST 
price. Prove it lo yourself by investigating 
before you invest. Send NOW for full tacts. 


1 


assistance. 

B3 


GLOBAL SCHOOL OF INVESTIGATION 
Box 191S Hanover, Mass. 02339 

Rush FREE (acts Show me how I can learn ai home to be a Private 
Investigator No obligation. No salesman will call. 


ADDRESS- 
CITY_ 


-STATE- 


”For An Education liiat .Works 
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Avoid BIG BROTHER. 
Best techniques for creating 
COMPLETE PRIVACYi 

■ Avoid Surveillance, Eavesdropping 

■ Become “Invisible” to Investigators 

■ Stop Generating Financial Records 

■ Communications Privacy.. Phone, Mail 

■ How to Stay Out of Government Files 

■ Begin Eliminating Negative Records 

■ How to Create Helpful New Records 

■ Generating Quick Cash Income 

■ Hiding Your Assets ■ Privacy Afloat 

■ Banking Alternatives ■ “Low Profile” 

■ Privacy from Taxes ■ Nomadic Living 

■ Multiple Addresses 

■ Hideouts, Deep Cover 

■ How to “Disappear” 

ALL THE PRIVACY YOU 

WANT — and MORE! 

Don’t wail! Order TODAY!! 

ONLY $18.95 


EDEN PRESS I , 

I 11S23 Slater “C”, Box 8410-AP, Fountain Valley, CA 92728 | 

I Your (□ Regular P&H, $2.00 (Please add I 
Choice (□ FIRST CLASS, $5.00 to order.)' 
I (California residents please add 6% sales tax.) | 

I □ Send latest Book Catalog — FREE. | 

Name_| 


LEGENDARY 

ARMS, INC. 


SAMURAI SWORD 
(palto) Item #SS1. 
Stainless Steel Blade 


U.S. 1860 
CAVALRY SABER 
Itom «S«. ^ 

$74.99 


1 NEW S FT. “4 IN 1” TAKE-DOWN'BLOWGUN 

,1 New 1988 Surviiwl^ *<unling“Comniando”'“ilVlq 

^bmoullage or Black ninja ^ 

Ttniodcls add S3.0Q eadi gun\., ^ 




3<piece ”4-in>1"Gun8 



|D<inus: l!ii\ 2 qiins n(!l 400 diiils! 

~ Sj DuvTB 

UHdv (i.E 


n2'$.'i.»a,224/$10.!l 


1 VISA, M.C., AM.X. (C.O.D.nf SL®) TOLL FREE 

] Blowflun World, Inc., Box 25183-S Salt Lak. CHy, 0184125 


SUPPORT AFGHAN 
FREEDOM FIGHTERS 


SUPPORT THE BRAVE PEOPLE OF AFGHANISTAN 
IN THEIR RIGHT FOR FREEDOM AGAINST SOVIET 
AGRESSION AND OCCUPATION. 

All funds rollorted will ho dondtocl to pro- 
wostorn Afghan rosistaino groups solot tod by 
tho SOF staff Thoso funds vvill ho usod sololy for 
(ho purchaso of arms, ammunition and modiral 
supplio.s as spo( ifiod by lh(* groups n'tolving 
as.si.stanco. No funds (ollocK'd will h(' oxpondi'd 
for .salarios or administration 

Donations are NOT tax deductible. 

Send your donation to: 

Afghan Freedom Fighters' Fund 

P.O. Box 693 
Boulder, CO 80306 


BE ON THE 
LOOKOUT 



For our New Full Color 
Action Catalog packed with 
the latest in Military Equipment, 
Tactical Gear, and Survival Items. 
Send $3.00 to: 


THE QUARTERMASTER 

DEPT. SF. 750 LONG BEACH BLVO. 
LONG BEACH, CA 90813 


J.R. STUPERO 

Box 700 — Dept. 5 
Mayer, AZ 86333 
>^s^^(602) 632-9501 
24 Hours 

^1^ TAonter — 





To order — 
Free Catalog — 
Dealer 
Information 




• Our .625 Cal. Blowguns are up to 20% Fatter and More Powerful 
than the amaller to .40 Cal. Blowguns. 

• Our Blowgun out-performa CO 2 pallet guna. 

WORLD’S LARGEST PRODUCER OF BLOWGUNS 


MOLD INJECTED DARTS and ACCESSORIES 
100% American Made Since 1962 

Our blowgun has a .6251.0. Constructed of tempered rustproof metal. It 
has a durable black finish. It weighs over half a pound and is very strong 
— a weapon in itself. Our blowguns come in 4 models — 2 ft., 3 ft., 4 ft. 
and a 4 ft. take down model. 

When a rubber bp is placed on the end it becomes an excellent hiking 
staff, cane, or gun rest. 

The bayonet spear la round and slides over the end of the blowgun. 

We manufacture 7 types of darts: steel shaft dart, bcbl-tipped dart, steel 
broadhead dart, velcro bpped dart for velcro targets, a 5 inch steel shaft 
tournament target dart with a needle-sharp point, a 5 inch steel shaft mini 
broadhead dart end a 10 inch Bamboo dart. 

Arrother projectile which is very popular, while not a dart, is a Paint 
Peltet used primarily for survival and war games. Our blowgun 
out-pedorms ^2 paint pellet guns. 


Each blowgun comes with 1 dart clip, 24 all purpose darts, 6 broadhead 

darts, 6 stun darts, and rubber tip.2 Ft. Model $25.50,3 Ft. Model 

$27.50, 4 Ft. Model $29.50. 4 Ft. Take Down Mode! $31.50. 


18 X 24 inch Full Color Prints “BOBBIE LEA" 5.00. 

SPECIAL...COLOR PRINT $2.00 WITH ORDERS OVER $50.00. 
FREE COLOR PRINT WITH ORDERS OVER $100.00 
Visa or Mastercard accepted 

Shipping and Handling on all orders - $2.50 • SHIPPED VIA U.P.S. 
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CLASSIFIED 







CURRENT REQUIREMENTS — All ads MUST be 
received by the 1st, four months prior to issue cover 
date. Ad copy must be typed or written clearly with 
authorizing signature, telephone number and pay¬ 
ment. Advertisers offering information packets for a 
fee must send a sample of packet. Cost per insertion 
is SI per word — $20 minimum. Name, address and 
telephone are to be included in the count. FOR 
EXAMPLE: P.O. Box 693 = 3 words; Boulder, 
Colorado = 2 words; 80306 = 1 word. Abbreviations 
such as A.P., 20mm, U.S., etc., count as one word 
each. Hyphenated words and telephone numbers are 
counted as two words. We reserve the right to 
delete or change any copy which we determine to be 
objectionable. Mail to SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Classi¬ 
fied, P.O. Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306. 


READERS OF BOTH DISPLAY AND CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISING ARE ADVISED THAT SOLDIER OF 
FORTUNE MAGAZINE DOES NOT VERIFY VAUDI- 
TY OF EVERY ADVERTISEMENT AND/OR THE 
LEGALITY OF EVERY PRODUCT CONTAINED 
HEREIN. SHOULD ANY READER HAVE A PROB¬ 
LEM WITH PRODUCTS OR SERVICES OFFERED 
BY AN ADVERTISER, HE SHOULD SEEK ASSIST¬ 
ANCE FROM HIS NEAREST POSTAL INSPECTOR 
AND ALSO CONTACT OUR ADVERTISING DE¬ 
PARTMENT. SOLDIER OF FORTUNE DOES NOT 
, INTEND FOR ANY PRODUCT OR SERVICE ADVER- , 
I USED TO BE USED IN ANY ILLEGAL MANNER. I 


NOTICE TO READERS 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine Is 
a magazine of national and interna¬ 
tional distribution. There may be 
products for which sale, possession 
or interstate transportation may be 
restricted, prohibited or subject to 
special licensing requirements in 
your state. Purchasers should con¬ 
sult the local law enforcement au¬ 
thorities in their area. 


LE MERC EN AIRE! Monthly Intelligence newsletter on terror¬ 
ism, communist subversion, covert operations. $15 year. $17 
overseas. Sample $2. LE MERCENAIRE, PO Box 507, 
Fredertoktown, MO 63645. (129) _ 

MOVING FAST? Keep a permanent address for as low as $7 a 
month. Not a box number but your own address and suite 
number. Also available—phone number, remalling, mail for¬ 
warding and more. ALL CONFIDENTIAL For information en¬ 
close a stamp to THE BRANCH OFFICE, 3341 W. Peoria Ave., 
Phoenix, AZ 85029. (602) 993-7534. (124) _ 

WWIf GERMAN MILITARIA: insignia, flags, medals, uni¬ 
forms. daggers, camouflage, books. World’s biggest catalog, 
including 2 large posters, $2. KRUPPER, Box 177SF, Syra¬ 
cuse, NY 13208. (132) 

***^***«#**^^*****^^^*^*^******* 
: V -t, -? -COURSES- : 

* * COMMANDO - 7 DAYS * 

I \ {S/ * SURVIVAL - 5 DAYS t 

^ \f\T/ * SNIPER - 5 DAYS * 

J S1.00 r.' SAS - 30 DAYS I 

icHD*! V BRIGADE SECURITY FORCES I 

^FUHA ▼ PO BOX 1237DEPT SOF 

♦ BROCHURE MOORESVJLLE NC 28115 USA 

VIETNAM COLLECTOR? Veteran? Patches, books, Dl pins, 
T-shirts. New: Grenada, Lebanon tributes. Catalog $1. SAT- 
CONG, Box 177VF, Syracuse, NY 13208. (127) _ 

THE fNTELUGENCE LIBRARY —Many unusual, informative 
books on Electronic Surveillance, Weapons, Investigations, 
Unusual Technologies, Documents, etc. Free Brochures: 
MENTOR, Dept. G-2. 135-53 Northern Blvd., Rushing, NY 
11354. (123) _ 

REMAILING: West Germany. $2 includes postage. Confiden¬ 
tial forwarding, receiving, holding. Brochure $1. TWG, Post- 
fach 1515, 6460-M Geinhausen, WEST GERMANY. (124) 

BRmSH/SCOTTISH MILITARIA COLLECTORS REGIMEN¬ 
TAL Insignia, Blazer Crests, Ties, Plaques, Tankards, etc., of 
Elite British/Scottish Regiments, SAS, Para, Guards, etc., and 
RAF. Also Scottish Clan Regalia, weaponry and miniatures. 
Import catalog $2. BRITISH REGALIA IMPORTS, Dept. 6, PO 
Box 50473. Nashville. TN 37205. (124) 



Import Cotolog $t.00 
BRITISH RCGAllfl IMPORTS 

DeporUnenl-^ 

RO. Box 50473 • Noshvilie, TN 37205 


CAPS, WrrH MILITARY INSIGNIAS OF ELITE FIGHTING 
FORCES. Send SASE for illustrated folders. A&D Products, 
Box 286-S018, Belair, MD 21014. (123-key) _ 

VERNON’S COLLECTORS’ GUIDE TO ORDERS, MEDALS 
& DECORATIONS (with valuations); over 10,000 items; 450 
pages (106 of photos). Softbound $24.95, postage $2. Also: 
catalogue of orders, medals & decorations $1, yearly subscrip¬ 
tion $6. Sydney B. Vernon, Box 1387SF, N. Baldwin, NY 
11510. (126) 


MILITARY HISTORY 


ON VIDEOCASSEXXE 

I See military history come alive—as it actually happened! 
> Our illustrated catalog of over 300 titles features hard-to- 
find original material showing both sides of all major 20th 
Century wars from World War I through the Falktands 
campaign. For your copy of our catalog send S1.00 to: 


INTERNATIONAL HISTORIC FILMS, INC. Dept. 11 
Box 2 9 03 5. Chicago. IL 60629 _ 


KNIVES—COMBAT, MILITARY, SURVIVAL, BUTTERFLY! 

Latest models, tow prices! Catalog $1. Athena International, 
PO Box 19058, Dept. SOF, Baltimore. MD 21284. (124) 


WWII WAR SOUVENIRSI Includes daggers, swords, hel¬ 
mets, everything! Illustrated catalog $10 (refundable). DISCO, 
Box 331-X. Cedarburg, Wl 53012. (131) 


SMOKE GENERATING DEVICES (Candles. Bombs, Pots. 
Grenades) — Send $2 (refundable with order) for catalog of 
these and much more! Signus, Box 33712-WO, Phoenix, AZ 
85067. (123) 


KNUCKS — Genuine brass paperweights. Not cheap alumi¬ 
num, $7 postpaid. Immediate shipment. MATTHEWS POLICE 
SUPPLY, PO Box 1754, Matthews. NC 28105. (133) 


COLD STEEL AND CHRIS REEVE KNIVES. Low prices. 
Alessi holsters, Golden Rod dehumidifiers, Fort Knox safes. 
904-265-4480, 4-6 p.m., Central. Interstellar, PO Box 728, 
Lynn Haven. FL 32444. (123) 


CUSTOM EMBROIDERED PATCHES. Your design, any 
size, shape, colors. Five piece minimum, free brochure and 
random sample. Hein, 4202B N. Drake, Chicago, IL 60618. 
(131) 


1-800-USA-FLAG 

us 3x5 ft flag set. cotton $19; 3x5 ft Confederate Battle flag $15; 
German Imperial 2x3 ft $35; 3x5 ft $50.3x5 ft Japanese WWII $32; 3x5 ft 
POW/MIA $48. Armed Forces 3x5 ft $40. For all flags/all sizes, call toll 

USA FLAG CO. 

_ Box 4716 • Maineville, Ohio 45039 _ 

,CRIMEFiGHTERS send $2 for Police Catalog. B-PEC, Dept. 
SF1186. Box 444, Los Alamitos, CA 90720. (127) _ 

FREE 32-PAGE PRIVACY CATALOGI Low-profile methods. 
Asset protection. Secret hiding places. Home businesses, 
cash income opportunities. Get new credit, jobs, degrees. 
EDEN PRESS, PO Box 8410-SR. Fountain Valley, CA 92728. 
(126)_ 

DIVORCE DIRTY TRICKS. Protect property. Win custody you 
want. Sharpest tactics revealed. 228-page book, $14.95. 
Guaranteed. EDEN PRESS, PO Box 8410-DD, Fountain Val- 
tey, CA 92728. (128) _ 

STATE PISTOL LAWS, regulations all states and Federal Gun 
Laws, both $4. Police catalog $2. SCHLESSINQER, PO Box 
882, New York, NY 10150. (123) 


FREE SPORTS 
VIDEO RENTALS! 


And wholesale prices on 23,000 -f sports 
products, including guns, ammo, fishin 
gear, hunting ancT camping supplies an 
more! FREE info. Sports America, Inc., Dept. 
160 .P.O. Box 1415, Highland Park IL 60035 

GET FOREIGN PASSPORTS. 26 countries analyzed. Legal 
requirements, inside Information. Free details. EDEN PRESS, 
Box 8410-FP, Fountain Valley, CA 92728. (128) 

FREE KUNG FU LESSONS. Guaranteed satisfaction. Send 
$1 for postage: McLISA, PO Box 1755, Dept. SF88-A, Honolu¬ 
lu, HI 96806. (134-KEY) 

ALASKAN FISHING JOBS. BIG MONEY. EXCITEMENT. 
Send $3 (refundable) to: JC THOMPSON, 2508 Fifth Ave. 
#121-S, Seattle. WA 98121. (126) 


NEW LAW ALLOWS DIRECT AMMO SALES. Save $$$ 
Free details. Atlanta Discount Ammo. Dept. M, Box 627, Nor- 
cross, GA 30091. (126) 


THE GOOSE FARM — COMPLETE MAIL AND PRIVACY 
SERVICE — Code — Live Life Your Way. PO Box 1213, Mt. 
Pleasant. TX 75455. (126) 


PRIVACY, CONFIDENTIAL MAIL FORWARDING/RECEIV¬ 
ING. Street address/phone, since 1981. Single remail $1. 
MAILDROP. Box 608039, SF-9-12. Orlando, FL 32860, 305- 
295-8281. (126-key) 

U.S. MILITARY INSIGNIA: 
1940 through Current 
Large Catalog, $2.00 
SAUNDERS 

Box 3133-SF • Naples, FL 33939^133 

FREE CATALOG! Army Navy surplus, collectible WWII Hems, 
Nazi regalia, medals, flags, weapons. Send (5) 22c stamps 
postage. Ammo Dump, 2607 Hennepin #433, Minneapolis, 
MN 55408. (123) 

I-1 

Italian Stilettos 

Made in Ital u^ 

9" only $12.95 



\ $21.00 

^ ^ Postpaid 

^ ;- 

Dealer inquiries 

^ _ invited _ 

Quality made lock backs. 

Beautiful mirror polished steel 
blades, Positive front lock, 

Rear release, Black or white 
handles on 9" only. 

Must be 18 to order. Check local laws 
before ordering. Mich. res. add sales tax. 

Midwest Wholesale Distributors, Inc. 
RO. Box 426 Dept. SFD1 
South Haven, Ml 49090 


RANDALL KNIVES CUSTOM KNIVES. Immediate delivery. 
No waiting! NORDIC KNIVES has about 200 in stock at all 
times. Glossy color photos of the knives are included wHh our 
list. List prices are $2 for RANDALL; $3 for CUSTOM, or both 
for $4. We are Honorary members of the Knifemaker’s Guild 
and a major dealer for RANDALL MADE KNIVES. Address: 
NORDIC KNIVES, 1634-C4 Copenhagen Drive, Solvang, CA 
93463. (805) 688-3612. (123) _ 

LAW BADGES AND PATCHES send $1 for list or $6 for 12 
monthly lists. BPEC, Dept. SF1286, Box 444, Los Alamitos, CA 
90720. (125) _ 

FIREWORKS: Fun, safe, top quality, lowest prices, catalog 
$1. WESTSHORE FIREWORKS. INC., 6641 E. Dewey SI6. 
Fountain, Ml 49410. (123) 


MIHEST VIolatont 





Wear the Badge of a 

DETECTIVE 


NO PREVIOUS TRAINING NEEDED 


• Your spirit of adventure, danger, and 
self reliance can lead you to an excit¬ 
ing career opportunity. Solve myster- 
^ ies, bring criminals to justice, protect 
the innocent. Experts guide you every 
step of the way. Men and women 
EQUIPMENT needed to work in challenging situa- 

t^iiiytCjyiitwwwt, tions, withstanding hardships, 

f^ake on the spot decisions. 
LMk^tckGiiM. Learn the latest investiga- 

fllfft^iriijyppillin”* * * JyA techniques using special 

ntnMMch. |/\\ viL law enforcement equipment 
mKiMffrt y , the same equipment 

used by the FBI, the CIA, and the Secret Service. Start your 
own investigative agency. Save up to 25% and more on all 
equipment. Send for free details. 

A/^roved by Calif. Dept, of Pabtie Imetntct. 

r THE ROUSE SCHOa of Special Detective TrMN^ ^ 

I DEPT. SF71, P.O. Box 25750, Santa Ana, Ca 92790 ■ 

RuMh tno f€iur ••DotoeOm'’Conor tat— 940 a^ooman wttt cmB. ■ 

I RRHIt _Ali_I 

I MMittt_I 

cay/swi/zif_■ 
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NOTICE TO READERS 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine is 
a magazine of national and interna¬ 
tional distribution. There may be 
products for which sale, possession 
or interstate transportation may be 
restricted, prohibited or subject to 
special licensing requirements in 
your state. Purchasers should con¬ 
sult the local law enforcement au¬ 
thorities in their area. 


ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE EQUIPMENT Crystal con- 
trolled transmitters, tracking systems, recording instruments, 
nightvision optics and countermeasures... "virtually impossi¬ 
ble to obtain elsewhere!” Professional’s Catalogue, $20, Re¬ 
fundable. General Catalogue, $2. Send orders: Microtron'*, 
42-38th Street, Wheeling, WV 26003 (USA). (125) 


MERCENARY HANDBOOK — useful to anyone planning or 
participating In Mercenary operations. $12.95 plus $2.95 SH. 
SRG, 316 California Ave., Ste 206. Reno. NV 89509. (123- 
CHG.-TF) _ 

SPECIAL FORCES VIDEO TAPES. Operational Techniques 
FM31-20. FIVE SEPARATE TAPES. Tape 1: Intelligence & 
Psychological Operations; 2: Infiltration & Planning: 3: Air Op- 
eratlons-Communications; 4: Water Operations- 
Communications; 5: Demolition-Engineering-Medical Aspects 
of SF Operations. VHS only, $29.95 each plus $2.95 shipping 
& handling. SELF RELIANCE GROUP. 316 California Ave., 
Ste 206, Reno, NV 89509. (123-CHG.-TF) 


UNUSUAL BOOKS 

pm 


OVER 500 TITLES-AU AT DISCOUNT PRICESI 

MANY AVAILABLE NOWHERE ELSE 

PRIVACY • UNDERGROUND BUSINESS • NEW IDENTITY 
BLACK MARKET • LEGAL SELF-HELP • SURVEILANCE 
SURVIVAL • DISGUISE • CRIME • REVENGE • CHEMISTRY 
EXOTIC WEAPONS • FIREWORKS • LOCATING PERSONS 
-PLUS MANY OTHER CONTROVERSIAL SUBJECTS - DISCOUNTED'- 

HUGE 80 PAGE DISCOUNT CATALOG—$1 (Ref.) 


ANVIL Box 640383 El Paso, TX 79904 


VIDEO CASSETTE TRAINING. Rims for police, pnvate in¬ 
vestigators and related personnel. Two extremely important 
subjects: SURVEILUNCE or INVESTIGATIVE PHOTOGRA¬ 
PHY. $59. EACH. GLOBAL SCHOOL. BOX 191, HANOVER, 
MA 02339. (123-TF) _ 

BOOKS-MANUALS. Ail subjects—Publishers. Controversial 
Specialists. Huge catalog — $1. CROWN, 878A Jackman, El 
Cajon. CA 92020. (123) 


THE DAVID SUNG 

LIKE THE SLING DAVID KILLED GOLLIATH WITH 


CADILLACS, MERCEDES, PORSCHE, ETC. direct from 
Government. Seized In drug raids. Available your area. Save 
$thousands$. 216-453-3000, Ext. A8183. (123) _ 

TRAINING VIDEO’S ON DEFENSIVE SHOOTING — Free 
Catalog — 14 Selection with John Famam — Defensive Train¬ 
ing Productions, Rt. 4, Box 231B3, Menomonie, Wl 54751. 
(715) 664-8791. (125) 


CONFIDENTIAL FORWARDING/RECEIVING REMAILS: 

Each stamped single envelope $1. CBS, PO Box 5156, Ports- 
mouth. NH 03801. (124) _ 

RANGER, AIRBORNE, BODYGUARD TRAINING. Catalog 
and Information $5 ($7 foreign). USTC, 2020 N. Broadway, 
Suite 103, Santa Ana, CA 92706. (126) 



* S1295 


Use 30 Days | 
At Our Risk 


I Super powerful David sting, I 
The Ultimate survival and | 

II hunting weapon. Made of the toughest leather. Can be * 
n kept In pocket or worn around head. Incredible 600' | 

range, turns rocks into deadly projectiles. Hunt birds . 
out of the air, kill varments large and small. NOT A TOY. | 
Astound friends, great for Hunters, Farmers, Campers. ■ 
Backpackers or any Sportsman. Comprehensive I 
instruction book included. Send $12.95 + $2.00 for | 
P&H to PHL CORP. Ohio res. add 6% Sales Tax. " 

PHL CORP. I 

I^^SUT^O^AMA, OH 44134 • (^6)^1^40y 

BADGES. Custom made — your specifications. Huge selec¬ 
tion. Giant catalog $5 (refundable). CROWN, 878A Jackman, 
El Cajon, CA 92020. (123) 


UNUSUAL BOOKS — Over 475 Exciting Titles! Exotic 
Weaponry, Military, Martial Arts, Crime, Self-Defense, Surveil¬ 
lance, Chemistry, Privacy, Survival, Knives, Fireworks Buying, 
Spy Operations, Anything on Anyone, Big Brother, Comprom¬ 
ising Machines, Wiretapping, New Ways of Fighting Back and 
MUCH MORE! Huge Eye-Opening Book Catalog $2 plus 
FREE Copy ALPHA FORCE NEWSLETTER. Satisfaction Al¬ 
ways Guaranteed! Authors Wanted. ALPHA PUBLICATIONS, 
PO Box 92-S. Sharon Center. OH 44274. (123) _ 

REMAIL — Letters, packages, airmail special delivery, codes, 
answer service, and P.O. Boxes. Wilson, Box 22, Amherst, OH 
44001.(123) _ 


SPY 


ON YOUR ENEMIES 

FOR ONLY $24.95 


? > Secretly listen for thieving enemies on 

pii| . yourproperty thru yourownFM radio. 

'V The FNI-5 is a sensitive little electronic 
transmits every sound and 
' whisper up to 1/4 mile to your FM 
radio, with excellent sound quality. 

^ ^ 

it. The FM-5 is for security use only. 

^ Not a kit. Uses 9V battery. 

• 30 day satisfaction guarantee. 
Notice; This device is only to be used according to Federai, 
State, and local iaws. 

Allow |~ ^A residents add 6% sales tax 
c* I Send a $24.95 check or moneyorder to 

6 Weeks ! D. 


For 

Delivery 


Electronic Pursuits 

1269 Broadway 
Suite 1269, Dept. 6J 
El Cajon, CA 92021 



and more. Send $2.00 to MICROCOM 


Jv TECH CORP. for catalog. Refundable 
\ with purchase. Unbeatable prices. 



Would you like to have a companion & protector bred 
from the largest strain of wolves in the world, like the 
one above? Crossed with the finest German Shepherd 
imports; Vz wolf and up. puppies & trained adults. I 
devote my time to wolves & woif-crosses only , 
therefore I can provide the Finest. All pups WBA 
registered at no charge. Pictures and Info — $5.00. 
CHARLES DYSART 
Box 597, Henrietta. North Carolina 20076 
Phone 704-657-6220 or 704-657-9273 


MILITARY COLLECTORS 

postpaid. • German War Badges • postpaid. 





SHERWOOD’S CATALOG OF GUN PARTS, ACCESSOR¬ 
IES. AMMUNITION, GOVERNMENT SURPLUS AND MUCH 
MORE. When in Los Angeles area, visit our 4,000 sq. ft. 
showroom. Send $1 to: 18714 Parthenia Street, Northridge, 
CA 91324. (124) 


GUN DEALERS Have more funi Applications, instructions, 
guide, wholesalers kit — $4 (refundable)! ALLIED, Drawer 
5070 (F2N). Glendale, AZ 85312. (123) 


BECOME A GUN DEALER! Professionally prepared 
Firearms Dealer Kit includes official forms, covers licensing, 
purchasing, records — EVERYTHING! Lists Hundreds of Top 
Wholesalers. GUARANTEED! $4.95. BUSINESS CONSUL- 
TANTS, PO Box 1232-SOF. Uniontown, PA 15401. (124) 

MAPS! 50,000 military, CIA, Pilot, topographic, rare! Any- 
placel Catalog $3 (refundable). ALLIED, Drawer 5070 (F20), 
Glendale, AZ 85312. (123) 


MICRO BUGS Advanced bugging equip < f I 
ment. Concrete mikes, telephone and pen bugs,^ 


Sub — Iron Cross — Wound 

Your choice any one = $8.00 or all 3 = $20.00. All are 
full size, not miniatures. These made from originals. Your 
choice W.W. ff\ or #2 (state choice). We have most 
complete s tock of W.W. Il2 German badges-caps-flags, 
etc. In U.S. ki 

Postpaid. (Sent free with any order). 

Our 224 page fully illustrated CATALOG $3.00. 

W.W. n Lid. Box 2063 F, St, Louis, Mo. 63158 


VIETNAM PATROL 1:50,000 "Quad” maps $7 each. Saigon, 
DaNang, 60 others. Index free—send SASE. ALLIED, Drawer 
5070 (F21), Glendale. AZ 85312. (123) 


EAST GERMAN ID “Ausweis” CARD in Russian/German 
with red Soviet seal. Unissued, room for photo. Origin un¬ 
known. $6. D. Ewing, Box 993, Montpelier, VT 05602. (123) 


AGENT ORANGE MAP free for SASE. ALLIED. Drawer 5070 
(F2P). Glendale. AZ 85312. (123) 


VIETNAM WAR maps kit. 17 Hems from 1965 to 1972, Now 
$7.95. ALLIED. Drawer 5070 (F2G), Glendale. AZ 85312. 

(123)_ 

YOUR BULLETPROOFING GUIDES! "Body armor. T-shirts ” 
— $3. "Bullet-proof glass” — $3. "Bulletproofing walls” — $3. 
Big home and fence hardening manual — $12. All above 
$14.50! ALLIED, Drawer 5070 (F2H), Glendale. AZ 85312. 
(123) 




Gl SUPPLY 201-875-3252 

R.D. #8. BOX 155A Dept SOF 


NEWTON, N.J. 07860 


JUNGLE HAMMOCK 




!39 


PAY ALL 
SHIPPING 
& POSTAGE 



* 

MICROCOM TECH CORP. F t 

P.O, Box 347341 • Cleveland, OH 44134.^ 

I ★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 


MERCEDES, UNIMOGS, MODEL 404 EX-NATO, 4 WHEEL 
DRIVE, TROOP TRANSPORT, EXCELLENT, $7500. Several 
available, parts. Literature. Michael's Classics Inc., (516) 581- 
6787 NY (124) _ 

FRENCH LEGION offers distinguish officer rank, medals, 
honour. Information/application $3 cash please. Box 875, Des¬ 
jardins. Montreal, H5B, 1B9, Canada. (124) 

DYSART'S WOLF KENNEL 

MACKEMZIE VALLEY TIMBERWOLVES 


Send SI.00 
For 200 
item 
Catalog! 

We have not seen a hammock of this good quality in a 
tong time. This Ham mock is a copy of the Hammock used 
in WWII and Vietnam. It is a combination insect proof 
hammock or stake it as a tent. Full length canopy keeps 
you dry and the nylon netting keeps those flying and 
crawlinq insects off of you. 


Cashiers check money order personal checkj or Visa S Master Card 
gladly acccpiea NOCOOs Ail merchandiseis t00“Bguaranteed 
Residents o( Alaska. Hawaii and Puerto Rico add 5% tor shipping 


WWII RELICS! Cheaper than Globe, WWII Ltd, Collector’s 
Armory! Flags, daggers, medals, insignia, helmets. Illustrated 
catalog, $5 (refundable). RELICS, Box 556-D, Forest Lake, 
MN 55025. (123) _ 

NAZI SILVER! Silver (.927 fine) bars bearing old Nazi 
emblem! Three for $35 ($12.95 apiece). Catalog, $5 (refund- 
abie). SBI, Box 556-D, Forest Lake, MN 55025. (123) 

SECRET ELECTRONIC DEVICES! SURVEILLANCE, coun¬ 
tersurveillance, stun guns, night vision, laser scopes, subminl- 
ature transmitters, ultrasonic weapons, bug detectors/jam¬ 
mers, restricted books! Catalog $5 (refundable). Protector, PO 
Box 520294. Salt Lake City, UT 84152. (123) 



ARMY SURPLUS: Large Inventory New and Used, Pius Sur¬ 
vival Items. Send $1 (Refundable) for Price List: Hugh Wade’s 
Oakshlre Place. Hiway 51, South Union City. TN 38261. (123) 


MILITARY ELECTRONICS: CPRC-26 Manpack Radio, com¬ 
pact. transmits-recalves 46-54 MHz FM, with battery box, 
antenna, crystal: $17.50 apiece, $32.50/pair. PRC-510 Back¬ 
pack Radio, transmits-receives 38-55 MHz FM continuous 
tuning, with battery box. antenna: $34.50 apiece, $67.50 /pair. 
PRC-6/CPRC-26 crystals: $5/pair, 5 pairs/$19.50. Patrol Seis¬ 
mic Intrusion Device ("PSID") TRC-3: $42.50 apiece, $147.50/ 
set of four, mint cortdition. R-108 Vehicular/Field Receiver, 
20-28 MHz FM: $27.50 mint. H-251 Communications Ear¬ 
phones: $9.50. 45 Day Replacement Guarantee. Add $4,50/ 
piece shipping. Baytionics, Dept, SOF, Box 591, Sandusky, 
OH 44870. (123)_ 
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FOR SALE: GENUINE UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES 
SURPLUS. Send $1 for my latest catalog. SJ. Pedergnana, 
Jr., PO Box 1062, Oak Park, IL 60304. (124) _ 

FOR SALE — MILITARIA, accoutrements, head gear, edged 
weapons, military books, records and tapes. Send .50c for 
latest lists to: Globe Mllitaria, Inc., Box 269, RFD 1 (SOF) 

Keene, NH 03431 (124) _ 

NEW INFORMATION: Jeeps, cars, 4x4s seized in drug raids, 
buy from $100. Call for facts today. (602) 842-1051 ext 003. 

(125) _ 

FREE) ONE MONTH SERVICE! Unlisted private address, 
mail receiving/forwarding. I. Meyer, Box 51, Middleport, NY 
14105. (123) 




LATEST MODEL 6 SHOT 

ITALIAN AUTOMATIC TEAR GAS GUN 


$ 9 p?s® 


International 
Military Supply 
ALL SEASON 

JUNGLE BOOTS 


T^POSTPAIO 

Fires 22 cal. tear 

§ as or blank ammo. 

olid metal, 6 shot, clip 
fed. Rapid firing. With In¬ 
structions, 

For self-protection, theatre, dog 
training, sports.'Purchaser must ^ 

be over 21. Money back guarantee, 

WESTBURY SALES CO. Califvnta. 

.0. Box 434, Dept. TA-1-SF, Westbury, New York 


HOW-TO VIDEOTAPES. Disassembly/assembly. AR15. 
$21.65 — PPKs, $21.10 — 45, $21.13 — sharpen knife. 
$21.97 — pan gold, $20.52. Postpaid. VHS. TJE Video, Box 
50141, Reno, NV 89513. (123) 


NAZI, JAPANESE, ITAUAN, AMERICAN WAR REUCSI 

Illustrated catalog of original and replica guns, flags, medals, 
insignia. Catalog, $10 (refundable). REICHSRELICS, Box 
261-D, Cambridge, MN 55006. (123) 


OWN YOUR OWN GOLD MINE! Stake your claim to govern¬ 
ment lands. Millions of acres of valuable mining property now 
available to U.S. citizens. Write: Government and Citizenry 
Intermediarys (GCI), Dept. 98, PO Box 9591, Wichita, KS 
67277. (125) 

W.W. n COLLECTORS flW MlgritllllllliilMkHI 

4♦ Hals Badges Medals of all Nations. 

’"w U.S. Officer's Cap (new from 

.originat U.S. maker), tan with 

-. brown leather visor, chin strap 

and U.S. Eagfe pin. State size S, 

'^rm m a aStlfS isM -r tg.tse.oo 

— postage. Our 224 pago 


WORLD WAR ll’s FOXHOLE RADIO. No batteriesl Uses 
razor blade to tune in stations. Great as emergency backup. 
Plans only $2. Complete kit (Build in minutes) $6. Yeary Com¬ 
munications, 12922 Harbor #6008, Garden Grove, CA 92640. 
(124) _ 


TO ORDER CALL 1-800-247-4541 
GA. C ALL COLLECT 404-689-3455 


Add $4.93 Shipping 
Catalog $2.00 
Refundable with order 




WRITE TODAY! ► MEDALS, BOX 16279SF 

FT HARRISON P.O. INDIANAPOLIS. IN 46216-9998 


ORIGINAL CIA Black Book of improvised weapons, 2 giant 
volumes reduced to pocket size. $11.95 ppd. GROUND 
ZERO, PO Box 335A. Croton. OH 43013. (130) _ 


IS YOU LIFE WORTH 3 BUCKS? Our new catalog of military, 
outdoor. & survival gear Is! Refund on purchase. GROUND 
ZERO, PO Box 335A. Croton, OH 43013. (130)_ 


BUY DIRECT AND SAVE! Italian stiletto lockback knives, 9” 
overall, mirror polished steel blade, positive front lock, rear 
release. Black or white handles, $10.95. Rare, 13” overall 
it^ian stiletto, 6” polished steel blade, front lock, rear release. 
Black handles only. $19.95. Both knives made in Italy, include 
$2 per knife postage and handling. Midwest Wholesale Distri¬ 
butors, Inc., PO Box 426, South Haven, Ml 49090. (125) 


DISAPPEAR WITHOUT A TRACE! No bills, no taxes, no 
hassles. Guaranteed $8.95. Ghost Press-SOF, PO Box 392, 
Hot Springs. AR 71902. (124) 


The Most Powerful 
Slingshot in the world 


Rr Pay Postage 

* More ^muzzle’* energy than some .22 cal. cartridges. 

* Shoots 184 gr. lead ball (50 cal.) 200 ft. per sec. 

* Over 300 yard range. 

* Kill instantly grouse, duck, squirrel, rabbit, raccoon, 

cat, dog, foi, badger, even coyote. 

* Shoots 50 cal. holes clear thru l/4’’plyiroud. 

* Up to 50 lb. draw (can you pull it ?), 

Slingshot with 4 extra power bands'. 120*2 
Extra power 6a/i Jj; 13*2 per set. /tmmo: *S*2 per lb. 
Dsolar Inquiries 60-DQy 

Welcoms Money-back Guarantee 

Will Send C.O.D. 702,361-8341 
Ron Sinclair 279 E. Waie SFrisp li. U« Vcfii, Hi. t9iU 


CDINBURGH MILITRRV TATTOO 

ONLV $39.95 

75 minutes of pogeontryt precision formotion mcvching ond mititory 
ceremoniol sple^r. 


BRITISH RCGRLIR IMPORTS 

Deportment 6 

RO. Box 50473. • Noshville. TN 37205 


NEW MILITARIA SOURCEBOOK & DIRECTORY lists over 
4,500 military collector, historian and business sources. Cov¬ 
ers 39 comprehensive militaria categories in all! Satisfaction 
Guaranteed. Send $19.95 to: Phoenix Militaria, Dept. SOF, 
Box 66. Areola, PA 19420. (123) 


SPECIAL FORCES, RANGER, AIRBORNE challenge coins. 
List $1. Custom minting for your unit available. Phillips, West 
Monticello, Brookhaven, MS 39601-3304. (133) 


^[V UNIQUE 

,133 CATALOG 

KIM 1988 catalog 

CATALOG now avallablef 

•—M This 46-page mail-order 

SECURITY catalog features quality 

o military and security equip- 

ment at discount prices. 

RRILITARY Many items in it you will not 

- find in any other catalogs! 

Includes U.S., British and Israeli equipment and clothing, 
persona! defense products, police equipment, surveillance 
electronics, tear gas/smoke grenades, telephone devices, 
knives, flashlights, optics, military manuals, survival pro* 
ducts, genuine military clothing and much more. Discount 
prices, free shiopinq, unique selection, fast service. This 
64-page catalog is an essential catalog for all SOF read- 
I ers. Price is $2, deductible from first order. I 


SHOMER-TEC, 


Box 2187, Htllinghaftf, WA 98227 I 


MILITARY MEDALS j 

WORL.O WAR ti * KOREA * VIETNAM 


ATTENTION MARINES! See our large selection of hats, 
T-shirts, and sportswear with bold Insignias of the Corps! Free 
brochure available. BULLDOG HAT COMPANY, Suite 301, 
6276 N. Federal Hwy., Ft. Lauderdale. FL 33306. (123) 

AUTHENTIC BRITISH MILITARY BERETS — 100% wool 
replete with leather sweatband, adjustable drawcord, and 
eyelets — $17.95 ea. plus flat $1.75 shipping & handling. 
Group rates available. Sizes (s)6^/3 (m)7,7i/% (l)7V4. Comman¬ 
do green (Royal Marines) and Maroon (^rborne Forces) Black 
(Royal Tank Regiment). VOYAGEUR, INC., Dept. A, 4323 
Baychester Ave., Bronx, NY 10466. (124) 

BOOK ON RHODESIAN BADGES AND INSIGNIA FROM 
1890-1980. 472 line drawings with a hard cover and coloured 
dust jacket. Printed in South Africa. Send $23 to: Anthony 
Jenco, Box 1601, La Mesa, CA 92044-0260. (123)_ 


DEGREES IN POLICE SCIENCE — Bachelor's, Master's, 
and Doctorates through HOME STUDY. Also obtainable in 
Psychology, Sociology, Hypnotherapy, Parapsychology, Busi¬ 
ness Administration and other subjects. Send $2 for Catalog 
about degrees and requirements to ST. JOHN'S UNtVERSI- 
TY, 31916 Pat's Lane (SF), Springfield, LA 70462. (127) 

HIGHLY SENSITIVE, ultra - small FM transmitters (bugs). 
Highest quality, lowest prices, catalog $2.00. Cony Electronics 
Distributors, PO Box 4172, Springfield, IL 62708 VISA/MC/ 
C.O.D. (123) 


(FREE with order). 

W.W. #2 Ltd., Box 2063.T, St. Louis, MO 63158 


FLORIDA REMAILS $1. Also private Mail Forwarding, Tele¬ 
phone Message Service. General Secretarial Services, Box 
11194, Jacksonville, FL 32239. (904) 723-3211. (124) 


KLAN/NAZI REVOLUTION 


An Undercover News Reporter's 
Expose ot 

American Nazis & the Ku Klux Klan 


An investigative re¬ 
porter’s infiltration of 
a growing Ku Klux 
Klan/neo-Nazi empire 
that emphasizes guns, 
ammo, paramilitary 
training & violent 
survivalism. Includes 
listing of200 Klan, 
Nazi & related groups. 


New-release offer: $15. 


Check/money order to: 
P.O. Publishing, Dept. SL187, 
Box 3333, Skokie, IL. 60076 


LOUD WARNING! Perimeter protection warning devicel Sim¬ 
ple to build, simple to use, detailed pictured plans, all parts 
readily available. Trip line triggers loud blast! Perfect warning 
for camping, yards, garages, outbuildings, porches, steps, 
hallways at home or work. All metal construction, virtually 
indestructable, usable hundreds of times. Send $4 for com¬ 
plete plans or $15 for complete kit with plans. E.J. Smith, 769 
Clifton Ave., Dept. SOF. Clifton, NJ 07013. (125) 


TRACE MISSING PERSONS — Big money and adventure 
with our proven professional techniques. Learn how In our 
critically acclaimed bestseller. Send $14.95 to Tower Hill 
Press, PO Box 1132, Doylestown, PA 18901. (135) 


MOSCOW SPY GAMES! Office bugged? Phone tapped? It 
doesn’t just happen in Moscow. It’s happening in the United 
States right now! Security personnel charge over $100 an hour 
to “sweep" rooms for bugs. We’ll send you an extraordinary, 
illustrated government report that tells everything about elec¬ 
tronic eavesdropping — just $24,95. Written for the non¬ 
technical person. Each order will also receive FREE a catalog 
of low-cost, high quality countersurveillance equipment PLUS 
confidential instructions on how ordinary radios and TVs can 
be employed in the search for bugging devices. Send orders — 
ACM. PO Box 4021, Gaithersburg, MD 20878, (124) 


FREEDOM COUNTRY 


20 BIG acres in WESTERN MONTANA, starting at $9850 
... $500 down, $97/month. Trout fishing, backpacking, 
camping. Elk, deer, moose, bear. ADJACENT to National 
Forests, near established towns. Yellowstone and Glacier 
National Parks nearby. GUARANTEED ACCESS, INSURED 
TITLE, WARRANTY DEED. FREE color brochure, photos, 

-FULL MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE- 

CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-59Z-5990. 
TREASURE STATE RANCHES 

210 Milwaukee Street, Dept.S 
Deer Lodge, Montana 59722 - (406) 846-1000. 
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NOTICE TO READERS 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine is 
a magazine of national and interna¬ 
tional distribution. There may be 
products for which sale, possession 
or interstate transportation may be 
restricted, prohibited or subject to 
special licensing requirements in 
your state. Purchasers should con¬ 
sult the local law enforcement au¬ 
thorities In their area. 


WILLS — ‘’BIG BROTHER” WILL CONTROL your estate! 
UNLESS you act now with our lawyer-written WILL KIT. It’s 
easy to use and covers single, (divorced, widowed) and mar¬ 
ried couples, all with or without children, Send $10.95 to Tanx 
Corp., Box 93, Dept. Ml, Bethpage, NY 11714. Money back 
guarantee. FREE BONUS, two living wills. NY + tax. (124) 

NUCLEAR SURVIVAL: Build effective fallout shelter. In¬ 
cludes plans, checklist of items to stockpile. Important mail 
order sources, plus other Disaster Prepardeness information. 
Send $5 to: American Enterprises, Box 11081, San Diego, CA 
92111.(125) 


P.O.W. F 

■LAGS 

,1 

1 [ 

ra 

fj 


4"x6" 12"xl8” 2'x3' 3 ’x5' 

*1.50 *9.50 *17.50 *27.50 

Single seal; nylon. Prices listed 
include tax and shipping. 



ORDER BY PHONE 

PAY BY CREDIT CARDl 


1-800-451-FLAG 

In Mass: 

1-800-544-FLAG 


Eaqk F(aq Co. 

Ouahty ^ Sennce & Dependability ^ Stnce 1915 

147 Beach St.. Quincy. MA 02170 


BUMPERSTICKER PRINTER. Cheap, Simple, Portable. 
Free Details. Bumper, POB 22791 (ABM), Tampa, FL 33622. 
(128) _ 

A.H.A. PRODUCTS, Now has a 24-hour order line for Master- 
Card & VISA orders 1-303-450-6468. (123) _ 

PROTECT YOUR PERSONAL PROPERTY IN A SEALED 

CAN (8) oz. to 5 quart size. Inquire: Goben, Box 601434, 
Houston, TX 77260-1434. We can come to you for enough 
work and expenses. (123) _ 

INTERNATIONALMILT^^ SUPPLY, Completely revised 
for 1988, catalog of unlfomis & equipment from the U.S. & 
around the world! I.M.S., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221 .(123) 


r 

44a □ 
fllKh-wlh 
Sfl^TSDih 
That Wnrtil 
13" overall 
length. 

All stainless steel 


Offering 

My Hollow Handle 
Survival & Combat Knife 

Non-Glare Mat Combat Finish 


Oniy 

$225“ 


construction with 
combat sheath. 



Knives 


Custom Handmade Knives 



by Robert Parish 

1922 Spartanburg Hwy. Hendersonville, NC 28739 
Phone (704) 692-3466 
"Send $2.00 lor complete catalog." 



INVESTIGATION TRAINING PROGRAMS. Training manu¬ 
als, certificates of completion. Free catalog. National Associa¬ 
tion Of Investigative Specialists, Box 33244-SF, Austin, TX 
78764. (123) _ 

ULTRA RARE GERMAN PARAPHERNALIA, illustrated 
catalogs, hundreds of money back guaranteed Items. Yearly 
subscription $5; sample $1 and S.A.S.E.; S.J. Ex. Co. Ltd., PO 
Box 3443, Scottsdale, AZ 85257. (123)_ 


U-BOAT CAPTAIN'S CAP 

White top Gold insignia and visor braid 
Leather chin strap State size wanted S6900 

[nights Cross with its 17" neck ribbon 
and oak leaf with swords $21.00 
We pay postage Our 224 page fully illustrated 
catalog S3.00 (FREE with order) 

W.W. n2 Ltd., Box 2063 'F. $t. Louis, MO 63158 



F-14 TOMCAT LICENSE PLATE. Great detail. Gold and blue 
colors. Send $6 to FULIB, PO Box 392, Bowie, MD 20715- 
0392. (123) _ 

HANDGRENADES, MK2 "Pineapple” Grenade, M33 ‘Base¬ 
ball” Grenade & M26 “Lemon” Grenade $9 ea. All are painted 
& marked; Inert. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. (123) 

RARE WARTIME POSTERSl Hitler, Iwo Jima, Churchill, 
tanks, warplanes, battleships, old recruiting posters, British 
war posters, Custer's last stand, 10O's more in stockl Delicious 
pinups: blondes, brunettes with dangerous curvesl Many other 
topics, also. Low prices. $1 for catalogs. Liberty Poster Co. 
#112F, Box 268559, Chicago, IL 60626-8559. Act now, sol- 
dierl (123) _ 

MOONSHINE, a historical and instructional text with illustra¬ 
tions, send $5 to: Polygon. SF, 64 Arnold Ave., W, Babylon. NY 
11704. (123) 

LEGIONNAIRES OFFER — British ZULU war patt RORKES 
DRIFT white pith helmets with large S.W. Borderers badge + 
chin strap. $125 inc Post. FOREIGN LEGION ITEMS — Le¬ 
gion white Kepis $40, Sgts Kepis $56, Paratrooper Cammo 
Caps $20, PARATROOPER badge $9, Green beret + badge 
$24, Paratrooper H.A.L.O. wings $10, Legion Para dress ring, 
silver $24. Legion Snipers badge $9, Songs + Marches Cas¬ 
sette $10. POST FREE. Much more in LEGIONNAIRES Illus¬ 
trated catalogue $3 CASH. LEGIONNAIRES, Goldenhill Fort, 
Freshwater, Isle of Wight ENGLAND. (124) 

COUNTER-SURVEILLANCE-PROFESSIONAL ELECTRO- 
NIC EQUIPMENT. $2 information, $10 catalog. LANEL, 1537 
Post Rd., San Marcos, TX 78666. (124) 


NOW AVAILABLE! 


The original 

BLLLWHIF 



at 


Thick, 
High-Grade 
Leather 

From' 

CAHIE BARON" LEATHER CO. 

SOL in LEATHER CDHE - The 6klGIKAL As 
Used in EXPEDITIONS Around ihe World 
All HAND-PLATTED. THICK, Genuine 


Permanenl THICK TIP 
Original "Ruddy- 
Brown" Color 
• LEATHER COVERED 
HANDLE & SAa W 
WRIST LOOP 


4 TO 6 WEB( DBTVB1Y 

NO HASSLES • NO DEAYS 
Arid Chinniru. A I,. II C A PRICES; ORIGIHAL 10 FI. Lengih $119.95 
" S/ E«ra Long 12 Ft. $139S5 

“ Foreign Add 20"/o - 

• A FORMDABLE SURVIVAL TOOL • 

When Swung Pioperty., KINETIC ENERGY Makes 

the TIP Of (he ADVEHIURER'S 8UU.WHIP* MOVE 

AT OVER 14CD FEET PER SECOND. 

• WWP-HANDUNG Instructions Included 
The HIGHEST OUALTIY. TOUGHEST BUaWHIPS 
AvateUe - Perfectly SALANCEO For ACCURACY. 


In 0T{ THESt BULLWHIPS 

ARE NOT TOYS A NOT CHEAP 

IfOREIGN made SOUVENIRS 

THEY ARE GENUINE. 


lAT QUB TLtAS EACTQBY BY 


CREDIT CARO PHONE ORDERS Cali (512) 697-6900 
.MC™Ch«k CATTLE BARON LEATHER CO. 


K\or M.O. To 


P.O. BOX 100724, DEPT. SOF-1 
SAN ANTONIO. TEXAS 76201 


“101 WAYS TO EASE OUT OF THE RAT RACE”. . . start 
planning NOW! Over 200 pages tell how to change identity, 
drop your cost of living to zero, make your earnings tax-free, 
where to move for privacy and much morel $14.95 to: Cheribe 
Publishing. Box 100, Wolverton, MN 56594. (123) _ 

CANADIAN MILITARY SURPLUS AT TERRIFIC PRICESIl 
— CDN. Army Winter Parka-$49.99, 2-plece winter white 
camo sets-$29.99. CDN. Woolly Pully Sweaters-$19.99, CDN. 
Boonie Hats-$7.99. PLUS SNOWSHOES, SLEEPING BAGS 
AND MORE!! Send $1 for info flyer to; F.S.E., Box 22216, 
Bame, Ontario. L4M 5R3. (123) _ 

MAKE MONEY SELLING KNIVES. Seif defense, martial arts 
items available. Midwest Wholesale Distributors, Inc., PO Box 
426, South Haven. Ml 49090. (127) _ 

UNITED STATES AND FOREIGN military medals, flags, 
Insignia and helmets. Hundreds of items. Catalog $1. RHM, 
Box 2492, Saginaw, Ml 48605. (125) _ 

PROTECT YOUR COMPUTERIZED SECRETS! SCRAM¬ 
BLE your financial, weapons, and personnel computer records 
for secure storage and transmission. Multi-key encryption 
program for IBM and compatibles can overwrite cleartext with 
cyphertext for ultimate security. For disk and manual, send US 
$49.95 plus US $3 handling to: TROGON, INC., 2701-C West 

15th Street. Suite 323, Plano. TX 75075. (124) _ 

COLLECTOR OF WWII GERMAN MEMORABILIA seeks 
(xmtact with others with similar interests. Conridential. Box 78, 
EFLS, 260 W 35. NYC 10001. (124)_ 


SGT DARRYL SHEETS, CSC 1/15 INF, and SSG. URRY 
COLEMAN, HQ 1/15 INF, KItzingen 74-75, contact John Cole- 
man c/o SOF. (125) _ 

TIGERSTRIPE JUNGLE FATIGUES, As worn In the movie 
“THE GREEN BERETS” The most authentic available!! Only 
$70 suit Matching Boonie hat $16. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver. 
CO 80221. MasterCard & VISA accepted! (123) _ 

AFTER MEIN KAMPF — The book that inspired the NAZIS to 
war! Joseph Goebbels’ MICHAEL Never before available in 
English! $7.95 ppd: AMOK PRESS, DepL A, PO Box 51. New 
York, NY 10276. (123) _ 

U.S.A. CAMOUFLAGE, We stock ALL U.S. issue camo. sm - 
XLg. $55 XXLg. - XXXLg. $68. We carry Woodland, O.D. 
Tigerstripe, Black & Desert Camo NEW CONDITION. A.H.A., 
Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. (123) _ 

COMBLOC, SOUTH AFRICAN, RHODESIAN MILITARIA. 

Soviet AKM orange plastic magazines $50, Soviet RPK 75- 
round drum $200, South African Army bush hats sizes 58,59, 
60, mint $22, list $1. Chris Smith, Box 9244, Columbus, GA 
31908. (123) 


BUTTERFLY KNIVES 

The Folding BALISONG 
knives originated in the 
Philippines — used by their 
fighting forces. Now made into 
fine quality hunting knives. 

The blade is of surgical 
Steel. The butterfly design 
protects the working 
portion of the knife. A 
lever locks the 
handle securely 
In the open or 
closed position. 

Model K98-P 

$850 Ea. 

and UP^ charges 

WESTBURY SALES CO.. 

DEPT P-1-SF 
373 Maple Avenue 
Westbury, New York 11590 



f 



LC-1 ALICE PACK; CAMOUFLAGED! Special purchase all 
mil. spec, with frame & all straps $78. A.H.A., Box 21606, 
Denver, CO 80221. (123) _ 

ARKANSAS WHETSTONE, mounted in hardwood, no more 
dull knives. Send $10 cash, check or money order to: PJ's, 
Dept. B, PO Box 1154, Gatlinburg, TN 37738. (123) 

BRITISH MILITARY SUPPLY, Catalog of genuine issue camo 
uniforms, equipment, berets & insignia $1. B.M.S., Box 21606, 
Denver. CO 80221. (123)_ 


MS. NASTY’S famous getting even book “THE JOY OF 
REVENGE” now just $4,951 MBC, Box 2264-E8, Peoria, AZ 
85345. (123) _ 

FRENCH FOREIGN LEGION CAMOUFLAGE, Current F-1 
suit in “Lizard" pattern camo NEW $68, matching cap $15. 
Legion Green Beret with insignia $25, O.D. F-1 suit $56. 
A.H.A.. Box 21606, Denver. CO 80221. MasterCard & VISA 
acceptedl (123) 

SEND FOR YOUR I VOTED FOR REAGAN; I’D DO IT 
AGAIN! laminated bumper sticker. $3. Show your support. 
Focus. Route 6, Box 485, Mandeville, LA 70448. (123) 

RUSSIAN ARMY & KGB GEAR, Camo Smock $50. Camo 
Pants $45, Airborne Blue Beret with Original Insignia $30, 
Tanker Black Beret $22, Enamelled Jump Badge $16, Air¬ 
borne Patch $5, KGB Patch $5, Large KGB Patch $7, KGB 
Badge $15, Guard’s Unit Badge $22, Military Police Badge 
$22. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 60221. MasterCard & 
VISA accepted! (123) 


TELEPHONE LISTENING DEVICE 


Record telephone conversations in your otlice or 
home Connects between any cassette or tape 
recorder and your telephone 'ine. Stans auto* 
malicalty when phone is answered Records both 
^ _ sides of conversation Stops recorder when 

SI2I Icu. in. phone is hung up. 



$I9.9S 


EACH 



Super Powerful 
FM TRANSMITTER 

Many times more powerful than other transmitters. 
Transmits up to 'k mile to any FM radio -Easy to 
Assemble Kit * up to 9V battery {not met.) 

For catalog ol Transmitters. Voice Scramblers and 
other specially tlems, enclose $2 CX) to USI Corp 
Call 305-725-1000 or Mrtd $19.95 + $1.00 
shipping per item to: USI Corp.. PO Box 
SF -2052. Melbourne, FL 32902 COD's OK. 
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FREE CATALOG! 


• Espionage and Controversial 
Political Collectibles 

• Military Art Prints and 
Collector Books 

• Quality Military Collectibles 

• Historical Military Art Limited 
Edition 

HISTORICAL MILITARY ART 
and Collectibles 

RO. DRAWER 1806-Sf 
LAFAYETTE. CA 94549 
PHONE 24 HOURS: (415) 2B3177I 

."TRADE INQUIRIES INVITED" _ 


ELITE COMBAT COURSES — From US/USSR sources. 200 
unusual titles, catalog $2 (refundable). ALLIED. Drawer 5070 
(F2T). Glendale. AZ 85312. _ 

EARN $2000+ WEEKLY! Sell America’s hottest self-defense 
products! Complete dealer information — FREE! Guardian- 
SF, Box 31175, Phoenix, AZ 85046. (123) _ 

OLIVER NORTH T-SHIRT, s.m.l & xl $12 each. Goben Enter- 
prises. PO Box 601434, Houston. TX 77260-1434. (123) 

COLLECTOR KNIVES — Green Beret, Air Force and Marine 
commemorative knives. Free knife ($15 value) when you order 
all three. Details Free. Bob Hollabaugh’s Mail Order Sales, 
3207 LaClede Ave. B, New Albany, IN 47150. (123) _ 

MILITARY AIRCRAFT RADIOS ARC-51 BX UHF, ARC-94HF 
(618T-2). ARC-102HF (618T-3), ARC-131 FM, ARC-134 
(807A). ARC’164. APX-72 Transponders, 4907-1 Ant. Cou¬ 
plers, All OHC. Immediate Delivery. Also PRC-25, PRC-77, 
NiCad batteries & chargers. Jim Rosser. Baker Avionics, PO 
Box 1486. Warner Robbins. GA 31099, (912) 922-6916, FAX 
912-929-5784. (123) _ 

DOG TAGS. Set of 2 tags, long and short chain. 5 fifteen 
space lines. $5 set. No extra charge for printing or shipping. 
Hill, 2908 Elm Hill, Nashville. TN 37214. (123) 


VIETNAM 
VETERANS 
RINGS 

cWMF/F. Hart 
Royalties go to Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial Fund 

Cast in stainless steel. Expertly modeled 
Vietnam Veterans' statue and the RVN medal 
are displayed in bold relief on ring sides. Bezel 
reads VIETNAM VETERAN. 


Red or Blue European spinel stones . $64.95. 

Marine Ccvp embiem mounted on red stone .. $74.95. 

Green spinel and birthstones available . $74.95. 


Size accuracy is very important due to the hardness of 
the metal. Allow 6-8 weeks delivery times. Add $2.00 
for shipping. 

Major Don Wortman, USAF Retired 

EAGLE LTD • 2051 Opal Dr. 

Prescott, AZ 86301 • (602) 778-5656 



NEW BOOK CATALOG I 50 page catalog describes over 300 
fascinating titles. The best books available on weaponry and 
dozens of other subjects! Send $1 to: PALADIN PRESS, PO 
Box 1307-8AQT. Boulder, CO 80306. (303) 443-7250. (128) 

MAIL PRIVACY! Forwardlng/remailing. For details write: 
POSTAL SHOPPE, 369 East 900 South, Salt Lake City, UT 
84111.(123) _ 

RARE WARTIME POSTERS! Hitler. Iwo Jlma, Churchill, 
tanks, warplanes, battleships, old recruiting posters, British 
war posters, Custer’s last stand, 100‘s more in stock! Delicious 
pinups: blondes, brunettes with dangerous curves! Many other 
topics, also. Low prices. $1 for catalogs. Liberty Poster Co. 
#112F, Box 268559, Chicago. IL 60626-8559. Act now, sol¬ 
dier! (123) 



“ENIGMA” famous German WWII encoding machine In 
excellent condition, complete in wooden case w/three rotors, 
bulbs and plugs all parts w/matching numbers and WaA 
stamps. On wooden case still attached the shipping instruction 
to the “Anhalter Bahnhof (Railway station Berilne over Num- 
berg ... printed in gotich letters. Manufacture 1937 cond. — 
excellent $2,850 included postage, air mail, insurance, etc. 
Thedema, PO Box 95, 8173 Bad Heilbrunn, West Germany. 
(123)_ 

VIETNAM COMMEMORATIVE RING — 10 kt. Gold. For 
details send name and address to: Rogo, Ltd., PO Box 454, 
Smlthville, GA 31787. (123) _ 

UNARMED COMBAT! Defend yourself. Guaranteed. Urban 
Street Combat System. Be Invincible. Hardcore book by Recon 
Marine reveals secrets, tells how. $12 postpaid. Libra Enter¬ 
prises, 486 (SF) Molimo, San Francisco, CA 94127. (123) 



BUSHPILOT WINGS 

BADGE QUALITY — CORROSION FREE RHODIUM 
SEND $6.95 TO: BUSHPILOT 

P.O. BOX 541384 
DALLAS, TX 75354-1384 
CATALOG WITH PURCHASE — ALLOW 4-6 WEEKS 


“MOST DANGEROUS BOOK EVER PUBLISHED” — NBC, 
CAN YOU — duplicate CIA tricks; save on surveillance gear, 
listen thru walls; see in the dark; get unlisted phone numbers, 
credit/personal records; chemically read thru envelopes; etc? 
HOW TO GET ANYTHING ON ANYBODY, 264 pages, 
8^/fex11, $33 postpaid. CEP. INCORPORATED, PO Box 865- 
8AQK. Boulder. CO 80306. (303) 443-2294. (125) _ 

AMERICA AWAKE! Quarterly publication on the military heri¬ 
tage of Celtic/Tuetonic Americans. Sample $3, or $11 year. 
GREY-WOLF PUBLICATIONS. Box 1768-SOF, Lynn. MA 
01903. (123) _ 

RHODESIA VETS AND RHODESIANS — Contact RVA, PO 
Box 1221, Agoura Hills, CA 91301, or call (213) 234-9201. (TF) 

IS IT TRUE YOU CAN BUY JEEPS for $44 through the U.S. 
government? Get the facts today! Call 1-312-742-1142 Ext. 
331-A. (123) _ 

THE JOY OF COLD REVENGE by Kam Kavanaugh. Want to 
get back at someone who’s done you wrong? Revenge is 
sweet, and best served cold—learn all the tricks and get your 
just deserts! 5V^8^/^, softcover 96pp. Send $13 ppd to: PALA¬ 
DIN PRESS, PO Box 1307-8AQK, Boulder, CO 80306. (303) 
443-7250. (125) _ 

HIGHLY SENSITIVE, ultra-small FM transmitters (bugs). 
Highest quality, lowest prices. Catalog $2. Cony Electronics 
Distributors. PO Box 4172, Springfield, IL 62708. VISA/MC/ 
C.O.D. (123) 


SURVEILIAIVCE 

Investigative and security aids, optical equip- 
nicnL executive pn)tectioa communications 
and counteimea,sure.s. 

Send $2.00 to the Surveillance Specialists - 
Sherwood Communications Assoc.. Ud. 
P.O. Box 636 S Southampton, PA 18966 
(215) 357-9065 


WINNING THROUGH SUPER TECHNOLOGY: electronic 
weapons, latest surveillance, camouflage, tracking, tracing, 
starlight hiding, shooting, trick ammo, countersurveillance, 
offensive driving, security, codes, data banks, etc. BUILD 
YOUR OWN: starlight scope, 007 briefcase, bulletproof vest, 
assault weapon system, surveillance gear, etc. FROM IR 
MONITORING TO ROCKET PISTOLS: FROM SUPER 
RIFLES TO MINDREADING ... KEEP THE EDGE! NINJA 
1990 by French/Lapin. 500+ pages, 8^/fex11, hardbound. $48 
postpaid. CEP, INCORPORATED, PO Box 865-8AQ, Boulder. 
CO 80306, (303) 443-2294. (125) _ 

SURPLUS ... MILITARY ... SURPLUS — We sell Military 
Surplus!!!! We have boots, field dressings, Trioxane stoves, 
helmets, links, pouches, ammo boxes, inert ordnance, camou¬ 
flage cloth, rope, camouflage nets, tools, hardware, camping 
equipment, packs, clothing, machettes, shoulder patches, sur¬ 
gical supplies. Much more for the camper or collector!!! Our 
fully illustrated 32 page catalog Is issued about every two 
months September through May. Five Issue subscription only 
$3. B.W. Trading Company, Box692-S.F., Newark, OH 43055 
(614) 344-2772. (123)__ 
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PARTING SHOT 


W E’VE had years of bullshit from the 
media about Vietnam, running the 
gamut from hippie psychosis (“Apocalypse 
Now”) through self-hatred (“The Deer 
Hunter”) to politically motivated anti-war 
films like “Platoon.” (And unless you saw 
how Oliver Stone twisted a few facts into a 
gigantic lie in “Salvador,” you can’t 
appreciate how well he continued to use this 
classic disinformation technique in “Pla¬ 
toon.”) 

These movies have been complemented 
by a variety of “Vietnam” programs on 
TV, generally focusing again on self- 
hatred, self-violence, anti-Americanism 
and lots of gore. Either on movies or TV, we 
Vietnam combat types were clearly the 
scum of the earth then and probably are 
now. 

In the middle of this hostile aridity, the 
new TV series “Tour of Duty” stands out 
like an oasis in the desert. It is set in 1967, 
like “Platoon. ” It is also about real people, 
which “Platoon” wasn’t. Most surprising¬ 
ly, it is aired by CBS, of all networks. I am 
normally of the opinion that the manage¬ 
ment and news personnel of CBS ought to 
be shot for treason. Then, a few months ago 


on CBS, Dan Rather told the truth about 
Soviet policies of genocide in Afghanistan. 
Now, with “Tour of Duty,” CBS has 
earned a full reprieve. 

“Tour of Duty” is about a platoon, and 
most particularly the experiences of a new 
lieutenant (Stephen Caffrey) hooked up 
with a combat-wise third-tour sergeant 
(played with stunning assurance and con¬ 
viction by Terence Knox). The action is all 
in the bush, which is where platoons in fact 
make their money — no rear-area filler crap 
in this series. In the very first episode, you 
get to meet the troops and execute a patrol, 
running into NVA regulars coming south in 
strength, which is what was going on in ’67. 
The second episode lets you get into Char¬ 
lie’s tunnel systems, and in the third episode 
the platoon relocates people of a small ham¬ 
let to a “secure” area, observing a little 
VC/NVA conflict along the way. 

Throughout the series the attention to 
accurate detail is impressive. I can remem¬ 
ber no other fictiond portrayal of Vietnam 
where mines and booby traps are such a big 
part of the daily routine, just as they were in 
fact, if seldom in fiction. (Apparently get¬ 
ting your balls blown off by a Bouncing 


Betty isn’t as visually interesting as getting 
gut-shot by an AK-47 round.) If you ever 
motored around the trails on point, you’ll 
appreciate this truth. 

In fact, “Tour of Duty” reveals more 
truth about Vietnam than we’ve ever seen 
from the mainstream media. Sure, some 
things are a little off. The fourth episode 
takes the platoon up along the Lao border in 
support of a Green Beret team running a 
Nha Trang-ordered SOG special Ho Chi 
Minh Trail op. SOG operations originated 
in Saigon with MACV and did not involve 
5th Special Forces headquarters in Nha 
Trang. The Hawaiian location is veiy cor¬ 
rectly tropical, but too damned neat and 
clean for Asia. But the real brilliance of 
‘ Tour of Duty ” (aside from the outstanding 
scripts) lies in the entire cast, rather than just 
one or two lead actors. The ensemble 
achieves the impossible: They make you 
lose 20 years and believe. But right now, 
“Tour of Duty” is languishing around 45th 
out of 65 programs in the fall TV lineup. 
Pass the word to your buddies and then on to 
CBS. This is a little bit of truth about Viet¬ 
nam, and we just can’t afford to lose it. 

— Karl Phaler 
Photo: DoD 






ORDER TOLL FREE 1 •a00>545-0933 — CALL MON- SAT; 
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□ USAF Heavyweight Flight Jacket-Type N2B 

DESIGNED FOR TEMPERATURES OF -ID" TO 32" F. 


- “•'On^*4“Oo, 


I Polyester Fiberlil! 
Uning - {Maximum 
Warmth Per Ounce)- 

■ Nylon Shell - 
(Waterproof & 
Windproof) 






m % 


prvvnatmanu^ » in ffiiS 

Tdostotthe il«'^KiapdneiNand 

niGr-iiilLE 


I 2 Outside 
Pockets 

i Knit Cuffs 
and Vteist 


!□ Reid Jacket - Type ivies 

^in one form or another, this jacket has 
P been the military workhorse for over 40 
» years and is stiii going strong. 

Ttie field jacket is designed tor 3 season wear. 


In winter you can button in the finer (see below) 


§ or wear a vest or heavy swdbter under it 
^ ■ Lightweight Hood 
Concealed in Collar 



□ W&tchCap- 
100%Wdo1- 

■ Tight Ribbed Weave 

■ Roll Down to Cover cars 
When Desired 

■ One Size Fits All 
Choose Color - 
Black or Olive 
Drab (DD) Green 
Itfln #K-3S5 

$6.00. each. 


I RIe Line Hood - 
' (drapes over shoulder 
when not needed) 

I Flap Under Zipper 
to Prevent 
“Cold Spots” 

I Zippered 
' Sleeve Pocket | 
with 
Pencil Holder 

Chaatr. Biicli 
^ ar Si|e Greea 
Qatar Sheti 
Ctiar. 

' Sizes: S, M, 
Land XL 

$94.Z5/e8Gii. 

IteH #C-SS0 








pUSAF Flight Jacket* 



MILITARY GOODS CATALOG 

1987 edition, 84 pages, loaded \A/i1h 
[R genuine military clothing, gear and 
■ eguipment. IICTJJ-tl'l 

S2.00/each. Free wAh order. 


Those flight lackots aro E 
issued to military fliers and ^ 
are designated Type MAI lor ^ 
intermediate Cokt. (This ^ 
means that it is the medium (h 
weight lacket. designed tor ^ 
comtort in a temperature zone C 
of about 20 ° to 55 °F) Look g 
for the military designatjon. 2 
sizes and stKk numbers S 
inside the left pocket. The 
'Outer shell and lining are 100% O 
nylon making the jacket com O 
pleteiy wind and waterproof. The N 
interlining is 100% polyester (iberfill for | 
the highest degree of warmth per ounce. This jacket is reversible: outSKle q 
in your choice of either sage green or bfue and ihe insKle is survival O 

orange. It features: two hip pockets outside as well as inside, sewn pen ^ 

and pencil holders plus zippered easy access storage pocket in the left 

sleeve. This a snappy, convenient, warm, fully lunctional jacket and it ^ 

happens to be the Idlest fashion trend. ^ 

Specify: CO 

■ Siffi Srasi ir Black Skill ^ 

Sizes; XS. S, M, U XL (Regular Lengths Only)... ITEI #C*500 
.S54.75/wcfc. 


Outside 
Rxkets 
I Outersheli 
of 50% Cotton 
50% Nylon - 
Wbter & Wind 
Repeliant 


I Drawstring Waistband 


Sizes: XS.S.M.L, XL 
(Send us your chest 
size for proper fit) 

Long Length (tor per* 
son over 6 ft tali) 
Choose; Olive Drab 
(OD) Green or Wood¬ 
land Camouflage 
(Also Black or Tan 
Commercial Mft. to Gl 
Specs. - Reg. Length 
Only) ItM #C-476 
Reg Length $55.00 
Long Length$50.50 

Extra Large/__ 

Long $85.00 

□ M65 Liner - designed to be buttoned into the M65 Field Jacket, 
these liners are lightweight, polyester fiberfilled. and very warm. Order same 
size as your field jacket sizes: XS, S, M, L, XL #C-475 $19.00/ea 

□ Ranger Combat Cap-tMoodland 

Camouflage —latest Army Issue. 

This winterweight cap features lined flaps which 
can fold out to keep your ears warm and tuck into 
the hat when the weather's balmy. Sizes run small. 

Alto available In Olive Grab (OD) Green, iten #H-270 
Sizes: 7.7*1/4,7*1/2, 7-3/4 . . . $8.50/each. ^ 


□ Knit Face Mask 


□ Ballaclava (One 
Holej Face Mask 






□ Drill Instructor/Smokey the 

Bear Hat— formally calleO the Campaign Hat. 
this IS a really fine quality pressed felt headpiece 
A hat with character No one who vwars it '' 
escapes a personality change An uncon* ^ 
trollable urge to shout orders or heap abuses, 
pursue flamers or write traffic tickets Let your true " 
or wistful self be heard Commercially manufactured #H“300 
to exacting specs. Sizes 6-7/6 to 7*3/4 S19.75/each. 

□ Genuine Leather Chin Strap iteiB#K-305 s 2 .oo/each. 

□ Acorn Hat Cord (as shown) ttea #H*310 S7.75/each. 

(Specify color silver, gold metallic. blacK/gold. metallic, yellow, red or 
light blue) 


IMMEDIATE SHIPMENT 


SHIPPING COSTS 

Please include appropriate shipping costs from chart below with 
each order Amounts shown include costs of postage, packaging, 
insurance and handling 

Orders up to S10 00 S3 00 

Orders from $10.01 to 20 00 3 75 

Orders from $20 01 to 35 00 4 50 

Orders from S35.01 to 50 00 . , 5 25 

Orders from $50,01 to 70 00 6 25 

Orders from $70.01 to 90 OO .7 25 

Orders over $90.00 , .. 8 00 

Canadian Orders^Send Double Amount Indicated. 


Masks are lightweight non-itch; non-allergic; 100% 
stretch acrylic woven in a bulky knit. Maximum pro¬ 
tection from wind and cold. 

□ Knit Face Mask 

3 holes for maximum protection. 

Chetie: 

■ Black ar Olive Drab (00] 

Braai.ITEM #H-3B0.S5.B5/aacb. 

■ Caaiitfiaie (ftivenat ti brf|bt araifi).ITEM #H-3B0 

...S6.B57eacb. 

□ Ballaclava (One Hile) Face Mask 

One hole accommodates eyeglasses or other equipment. 

Black.ITEM #H-395.S5.B5/iack. 


□ Special Forces Green Beret * Jaunty and 

daring and classy - like the professional's who wear them These are 
“ ‘ “ of 100% vat dyed wool and meeting all mili 

tjry specs Made expressly lor us by the prime 
govern ment contractor Also available 
Official headgear for 
Airtomc OualfM (Mjnwn) 

.Ranger Commandot (BUck) 

.AdMery A Guaniian Angete (Red) 
/Commando Dress (Camouflage) 
Sizes-6 7/8 to 7V4 
(Not sure of head size? Tell us how many inches around your head where 
you wear your hat. We ll send the right one.) (tea #H-205 S13.75/eacli 

□ Angle Head Flashlite- 

This IS Ihe heavy duly r*l"tl?l*Ulfl"l*|l 
plastic flashlight issued to all military units 
The flashlight is waterproof, non-glare and features 4 
different lenses which can be easily installed or 
removed It can clip onto the belt or suspender for 
hands free operation, operates on 2 standard D cell 
batteries and comes complete with a spare bulb 
Brand new. sold in the Gl box 
Choose: 

Olive Drab (00) green or black . Itaa #R-16S. S6.50 each. 


■ Black Commando Dog Tag Set - (A Kaufman'S Ex¬ 
clusive): 2 Gl stainless steel tags specialty treated to be non-glare flat 
black plus 2 black (4'' and 24 ‘') ball chains... SIJI /set 


GENUINE Gl 


□RegulationGIDogTags-__„_ 

set of 2 stainless steel tags and 2 stainless 
chains(4'and 24") ItaM #X*670 $4.00/8eL 4b 
Want us to print them’ WE LL PRINT ANY ^ 

THING up-to 6 lines and 15 spaces per line 



CAMOUFLAGE 


iPrinting 


ItaM #X-6BS only $1.50 per tag ($3.00/set). 


PLEASE. NO DOG TAG IMPRINTING ORDERS BY TELEPHONE. 


Commando Camouflage 
Headnet - Spandoflage - 

Expandable camouflage mesh tits 
comfortably on any size head Ckx)l in 
summer, warm in winter, this revolutionary 
new mesh materia) can be 
cut (but will not unravel) to form eye holes 
for the comfort of eyeglass wearers. 
Choose: Woodland Camouflage. 

Desert Camouflage or 
Solid Black . Iten #0-275 
.*6.00/eich:2lor*11.00. 



□Dog Tag Silencers 

igs 


black, non-glare rubber bumpers ‘or 

IteM #X-655 $1.25/pair. 


We’re America’s 
I Army & Navy Store!! ^ 




WHEN IN NEW YORK CITY VISIT OUR 
ORIGINAL STORE AT319W.42ND ST., 


Camouflage Face Paint - 

Each metal tube contains 2 colors of facepaint which 

can be easily removed with soap and water. Current military issue. 

Choose; Woodland Cams (groen A loam): desert camo (tight groen A 

sand); snow camo {white A team).S2.75/tutm: 2 tubes for S5.00 

Him #0-260 


^ NEAR TIMES SQUARE. 

/W (PRICES MAY VARY AT NYC STORE) 


SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 


*AJI In-Stock Items 
Shipped Within 24 Hours. 

Satisfaction Guaranteed 
or Your Money Back. 

ORDER TOLL FREE 1 •800.S45-0933 — CALL MON-SAT; 9:00-7:00 (Mountain Tlwo)##0»0#^ 


ORDER TOLL FREE 1-800-545-0933 — CALL MON 





































SOLD ON SOF? 

SUBSCRIBE & SAVE! 

* If you’re still buying SOF at a newsstand... 

* If you’re buying SOF hit or miss... 

* If you’re committed to the principles of free¬ 
dom and national defense that SOF broad¬ 
casts for all the world to hear... 

Then you must — must — 
subscribe to SOF now! 

Why pay $3 at the newsstand? Subscribe today 
and save over $11 a year, or subscribe for two 
years and save as much as $27. 

As a subscriber your personal copy is delivered 
confidentially in a plain brown wrapper — to 
your home or office. 

You already know what SOF can deliver. But 
we want you to be satisfied. That’s why we offer 
you our MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE. If for 
any reason you’re dissatisfied, just cancel your 
subscription and we’ll refund the unused ba¬ 
lance. That’s all there is to it! 


Join the SOF staff every month — 

Subscribe to SOF ... NOW! 



□ 2 years (24 issues) $44.95 — I save 37%.* 

□ 1 year (12 issues) $24.95 — I save 30%.* 

□ New Subscription □ Renewai 

□ Payment enclosed (U.S. Funds only) 

□ MasterCard □ VISA Exp. Date_ 

Card#_ 

Signature_ 

PLEASE PRINT 


Your Name. 
Address— 


City._ 

State_Zip Code 

^Savings based on annual newsstand rate of $36. 


BNE248 


(Payment must accompany order. Offer good in U.S. only. All other countries add 
$7.00/year additional postage.) Please allow 6-8 weeks for your first copy to be 
mailed. EXP 12/88 
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When you Ve not sure of what^s out there, you have to 
depena on lightning-like reflexes to cope with any situa¬ 
tion. And you neecTa defensive weapon that can respond 
just as fast and dependably as those reflexes. 

Therels no question...you need the Benelli 12 ga. Super 90 
sh^un! 

The Super 90^s rotating Montefeltro bolt system makes it 
the fastest firing shotgun you can buy. Its free carrier and 
external shell rdease proauce fast ammo changes, mailing it 
the ideal choice of any special operation team. 

This remarkably versatile shotgun also incorporates a one 
piece alloy receiver for lighter weight and quick maneuver¬ 
ability. Tne stock and forend are made of a rugged fiberglass 


reinforced polymer, for those people who have to be where 
the action is. 

For speed, durability and unsurpassed firepower, select 
the Benelli Super 90 from H&K! 

P7M8 Automatic Pistol is the perfect support weapon! 
The P7M8 incorporates the Continuous Motion Principle in 
the form of a unique cocking lever. This principle means the 
handgun can be drawn, cocked and firecf with a single 
action accuracy in one continuous motion with either hand. 
No separate external safety to slow you down. 

The HK P7M8 is safer to cany than any other handgun 
and yet is instantaneously ready to be fired. 


HK Dealer or Contact: 

Heckler & Koch, Inc. 
14601 Lee Road 
ChantUly, VA 22021 
(703) 631-2800 


In a world of compromise, some don't. 

H&K firearms are designed to be as safe as possible at all times. But the safe handling and 
responsible use of a firearm are your responsibility. Read the owner’s manual carefully before 
using your gun. Keep all firearms in a safe place at all times. And consult your local police depart* 
ment for information on firearms Instruction and gun ownership in your area. 




























